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Concerning the relations of the United States with the
Indian Tribes.

eommontocaltJ) of iHaooacfjwoctto.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Eight.

RESOLVE

Whereas, it has been the wise and humane policy of
this nation, from the establishment of their independence
until a very recent period, to cultivate and extend the
arts of peace among the original inhabitants of this coun-

try ; and to make, and maintain inviolate, treaties with
the various tribes ; and whereas, many oi those tribes, re-

posing on the faith of treaties made during the admin-

istration of Washington and his successors, promising to

guarantee the enjoyment ot their rights and the integrity



April,6 INDIAN TRIBES.

of their domains against the intrusion of foreign enemies
and our own people, have become far advanced in the
arts and improvements of civilized life :

And whereas, the last and present administration have
adopted and are pursuing] an entirely different course of
policy, tending to remove them from those improvements
which they have made under our own instruction and
assistance, whereby our nation is involved in bloody wars,
in which we have already expended more than 20,000,000
of dollars, to our own disgrace, and the misery and ruin
of those people:

Therefore, Resolved, That we, the Senators and Rep-
resentatives of Massachusetts, in the name and behalf of
the people of this Commonwealth, do most solemnly pro-
test against the prosecution of the wars in which we are

engaged, with any view to the expulsion or extermination
of those tribes—and especially do we remonstrate against
the forcible execution of a pretended treaty, with the
Cherokee nation, to which they have never assented, and
against which they have earnestly, constantly, and almost
unanimously protested ; and for the execution of which
pretended treaty, it is understood that troops of the
United Stales are already concentrating, with the avowed
purpose, on the part of our rulers, of forcing them, at
the point of the bayonet, to leave their farms, their fire-
sides, the homes of their fathers, and the land of their
inheritance.
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Resolved, That a copy of these resolves be transmitted
to our Senators and Representatives in Congress, with a

request, that they would continue to use their earnest en-
deavors to bring these wars to a speedy close, and pre-
vent the perpetration of this great national sin ; and the
consummation of a course of policy, which cannot fail to

stain our national character in the view of other nations,

and of all posterity.




