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R E P O R T

ON T H E

PETITION OF MANNING LEONARD AND OTHERS,

INHABITANTS OF STURBRIDGE.





P E T I T I O N .

To the Honorable the Senate and House o f Representa
tives of the State o f Massachusetts in General Court as
sembled :

The undersigned, citizens of the village of Westville 
and vicinity, in the southeasterly part of the town of Stur- 
bridge, would respectfully represent, that their interests 
would be very materially promoted by having the territo
ry upon which they reside, annexed to the adjoining town 
of Southbridge, as nearly all of their business, (excepting 
what is necessary to be done in the town in which one 
resides,) is transacted in the latter town, and the centre 
village of the same much nearer and easier of access than 
that of Sturbridge.

They, therefore, most earnestly petition your honora
ble body, that they may have all of the following territo
ry annexed to the said town of Southbridge, viz.— Com
mencing at the most southern point of the same, at a 
monument westwardly of the residence of John Morse, 
the same being on the boundary line between said towns 
of Sturbridge and Southbridge, thence running north, 
twenty degrees east, six hundred and sixty-five rods, to a 
heap of stones on the farm of Stephen Newell, thence 
east, eighteen degrees north, four hundred and sixty-five 
rods, to a monument on the boundary line between said 
towns of Sturbridge and Southbridge; thence southerly,
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following the boundary line of said towns to first named 
corner, containing about six hundred acres. And as in 
duty bound your petitioners will ever pray.

MANNING LEONARD, and 26 others.

Sturbridge, January, 1838.
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&otntnonti)talti) of JHassacimstttg.

To the Honorable Senate and House o f Representatives, 
in General Court assembled :

The Committee of the last Legislature appointed on the 
Petition of Manning Leonard and others, to be set off 
from Sturbridge, and annexed to Southbridge, “ to view 
the premises described in the Petition, to consider the 
expediency of the annexation prayed for, and make a 
report of their doings to the next Legislature,” have 
complied with their instructions, and ask leave to sub
mit the following

R E P O R T :
After giving due notice to the Petitioners, and to the 

Towns of Sturbridge and Southbridge, a majority of the 
Committee, (viz. Messrs. Hudson and Allen,—Mr. Wal
cott being detained by sickness in his family,) met at the 
public house in Southbridge, on Wednesday the 22d of 
August, instant. The Petitioners and the Town of Stur-
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bridge appeared by counsel ; the Town of Southbridge, 
though served with a notice, did not appear. The Com
mittee, in company with the parties, viewed the premises 
described in the Petition, and passed over the roads lead
ing from the premises to the Towns of Sturbridge and 
Southbridge respectively, and heard the parties to their 
full satisfaction. There was but little discrepancy in the 
statements or evidence of the respective parties, and ev
ery thing was conducted in the spirit of liberality. The 
Petitioners presented their case in a fair and candid man
ner, and the respondents, viz., the Town of Sturbridge 
opposed the prayer of the Petition with a manly and mag
nanimous spirit. We make this statement because it is 
due to the parties, to say that there appears to be nothing 
like hostility or ill feeling existing between them ; and 
during the hearing they manifested none of that personal 
animosity which too often creeps into such controversies.

The territory embraced in the Petition contains six 
hundred acres of land of rather a poor quality, and, at the 
time of the hearing, a population of one hundred and 
eighty-one persons. There were at that time living on 
the territory thirty-three families, about one-half of which 
were permanent, the other half transient. There are 
twenty-two dwelling-houses of all kinds, one school- 
house, one small store, one factory, and one grist-mill, on 
the premises. All the property covered by the Petition 
would stand in the Sturbridge valuation at from thirty-two 
to thirty-three thousand dollars, and would pay in taxes of 
all kinds to the Town of Sturbridge, from one to two 
hundred dollars annually.

The principal part of the population and of the pro
perty is in the Village of Westville, situated in a bend of 
the Quinnebaug River, near the bridge, marked A., on the
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subjoined plan. The distance from this Village, meas
uring from the Town-line on the centre of the bridge, to 
Sturbridge is two miles two hundred and eighty rods, and 
to Southbridge one mile two hundred and eighty-six rods, 
so that the inhabitants of the Village are about a mile 
nearer to Southbridge than to Sturbridge. There are 
five families situated north and west of the Village, who 
are included in the territory prayed to be set off, and 
who are themselves Petitioners; and those of them the 
most remote from the Village, and nearest to the centre 
of Sturbridge, are about the same distance from Stur
bridge and Southbridge.

This territory is not only nearer to Southbridge than 
to Sturbridge, but the roads are much better to the for
mer place, than to the latter. Westville is bounded north
westerly by a large swell of land, over which the roads to 
Sturbridge must pass, with an inclination in some places 
of some eight or nine degrees. Nor can the road from 
Westville to Sturbridge be materially improved without 
an expense altogether disproportionate to the amount of 
travel. There is now a new road in the progress of con
struction from Southbridge to Sturbridge ; but this takes 
the travel from the village of Westville, and a deep ra 
vine between the new road and the Village will prevent 
their availing themselves of that new facility. But the 
road from Westville to Southbridge is comparatively 
level, is much better wrought, and less obstructed bv 
snow than the road to Sturbridge. It was stated by 
several of the witnesses, that take the year round, they 
could go from Westville to Southbridge and back again, 
as easy as they could go to Sturbridge.

It was also proved to the Committee, that the people 
of Westville were closely connected with Southbridge in
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all their business transactions — that they did little or no 
business at the centre of Sturbridge ; that their letters 
generally came to Southbridge post-office, but there was 
a great inconvenience growing out of the fact, that they 
lived in one town, and had their letters sent to the post- 
office in another town. They were known to be inhabi
tants of Sturbridge, and it sometimes happens that their 
correspondents who did not know the fact that they did 
nearly all their business at Southbridge, would direct to 
them at Sturbridge, and letters thus directed would re
main in the Sturbridge office for weeks, before they ob
tained them ; thereby subjecting them to inconvenience 
and sometimes to pecuniary loss ; which evils would be 
done away, if they could be annexed to Southbridge.

The Petitioners also alleged, and proved to the Com
mittee, that there were several families living upon the 
Southbridge side of the river, which were now incom
moded in relation to schools, which would be well con
vened, if the prayer of the petition should be granted. 
These families live from a mile and a quarter, to a mile 
and a half from the school-house in Southbridge, while 
they are not more than eighty rods from the school-house 
in Westville. This has induced them to send their chil
dren to the school in the village of Westville, though 
they had to pay their tuition. It was further alleged by 
the petitioners, that as the bridge over the Quinnebaug, at 
Westville, was owned half by one towrn and half by the 
other, there was sometimes a misunderstanding, and con
sequently a delay in repairing i t ; and also that the water 
power in the village was rendered less valuable by the 
fact, that the ponds and dams were located partly in one 
town and partly in another; thereby exposing them to 
taxation in two different towns. It was further shown,
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that a large share of the property in Westville, now be
longs to Southbridge, and that if the prayer of the peti
tion should be granted there would be no real estate 
lying within the territory, if we except a small fraction 
of an acre in a single case, that would be owned by 
people living in Sturbridge.

It was further alleged by the petitioners that all their 
associations were with the people of Southbridge ; that 
they not only performed their secular business there, but 
there they met for religious worship, and when their 
earthly labors were over, they expected to be buried 
there by the graves, of their lathers.

The objections urged by the town of Sturbridge were, 
that it would render their town more ill-shapen than it 
was at present; that it would take three families from 
one of their smallest school districts, and thereby injure 
i t ; and that town lines ought not to be disturbed.

Upon this latter objection, they dwelt at some length. 
They maintained that the line was established by a Com
mittee of the Legislature, that the towns acquiesced in 
it, and consequently the right had vested in Sturbridge, 
and this portion of her territory could not be taken from 
her and annexed to Southbridge in good faith.

The Committee, after a full hearing of the parties, 
had no difficulty in coming to the conclusion, that the 
prayer of the petitioners ought to be granted. They 
believe that it would be a great convenience to the peti
tioners, and a matter of indifference to the towns of Stur
bridge and Southbridge. It would take from Sturbridge 
about 600 acres of her territory, but it would leave the 
town considerably larger than Southbridge would be after 
the annexation. Southbridge at the present time con
tains about 14,000 acres, and Sturbridge rising of 20,000. 
It would take from Sturbridge 180 inhabitants, but it 
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would leave the two towns nearer equal in population 
than ft hey now' are. By the census of 1837, Sturbridge 
contained 2,004 inhabitants, and Southbridge 1,740. It 
would take from the town of Sturbridge some $32,000 
of taxable property’, paying, perhaps 150 or 160 dollars, 
and W'ould exempt them from the support of one school 
district, and half of the bridge over the Quinnebaug, to
gether with several miles of road. It seemed to the 
Committee that if these roads were kept in mere passa
ble repair, the town of Sturbridge would expend as much 
upon the territory in question, as the amount of taxes 
paid therein, and hence the annexation would be no pe
cuniary injury to the town of Sturbridge.

It w'ould injure in a small degree, one school district in 
the town of Sturbridge, but for the interest of education, 
this W'ould be more than compensated by the convenience 
it w'ould offer to a greater number of families, living on 
the Southbridge side of the river near Westville.

The Committee could see no sacredness in the town 
line in this case, which would not attach to all other 
town lines. The line was settled by a Committee of 
the Legislature, and settled wisely no doubt at the time; 
though this village was made a matter of controversy at 
that period. But there were reasons existing at that 
time, which do not exist at present. Some of the prin
cipal inhabitants at that time W'ere opposed to being an
nexed to Southbridge. They were members of a Bap
tist Society which worshipped on the hill w'est of this 
territory. But since the town line W'as settled, that 
meeting-house has been taken down, and another erect
ed in the centre of Sturbridge, and in fact this last men
tioned house was, when the Committee were there, about 
to be removed two miles further west. So that all the
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principal causes which led to the establishment of the 
line originally, have ceased. Now the entire population 
are desirous of being annexed to the town of Southbridge.

The Committee are averse to altering town lines as a 
general thing. But when the advantage to individuals 
is vastly greater than the disadvantage to the towns con
cerned, they think the lines should be changed. Believ
ing this to be a case of that character, they unanimously 
recommend that the prayer o f the petitioners be granted.

By order, of the Committee,

CHARLES HUDSON, Chairman.

Westminster, Aug. 27, 1838.
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