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Hon. Myron Lawrence,
President of the Senate,

Sir :—I beg leave to transmit through you, to the
Legislature, the enclosed Report, with the request that
you will have the goodness to lay the same before the
honorable Senate.

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.

Land Office, 25th Jan. 1839.
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The undersigned, Land Agent, had the honor a short
time since to report to His Excellency the Governor, a
summary statement of the proceedings in relation to the
public lands, during the last year, which report I believe
is now before the honorable Legislature.

The applications for the purchase of the public lands
for some time past, have been very considerably diminish-
ed, arising from the uncommonly embarrassed state of the
community for two years back. The effect of which has
been very seriously felt, by that enterprising class of our
citizens, who have generally been adventurers, and taken
an active interest in the public lands in the State of
Maine. The revival of business in this section of the
country, has not yet been sufficiently felt further east, so
as to influence immediate speculations in wild lands.
Business is now beginning to have a more healthy aspect
in the eastern country, which is clearly indicated by more
activity in the lumbering community, and the increased
demand for timber. We concluded during the suspension
and stagnation of commerce, that it would be most for
the interest of the States of Maine and Massachusetts, to
keep the public lands out of the market as much as possible,
till a more favorable opportunity offered for making sales.
This year, as the prospect brightens considerably, it is
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highly probable that sales to a limited extent may be ef-
fected on reasonable terms. This Commonwealth has at
this time a separate interest in about twenty townships of
land, or four hundred and sixty thousand acres, situate
and lying immediately north of, and adjoining to the pres-
ent settlements in Maine. A joint interest with the
State of Maine in about eighteen townships, or four hun-
dred and fourteen thousand acres, lying more remote from
settlements, and also, in a large tract of land which has not
been surveyed into townships. A portion of these lands
may be sold the approaching season, without doubt, on
advantageous terms. But as all the lands have been al-
ready sold, which were authorized to be disposed of un-
der the authority given by the resolve dated 23th March,
1834, and other previous resolves, it follows of course
that no more of the public lands held in severalty by this
Commonwealth, can be sold until further order of the
Legislature ; I would therefore most respectfully recom-
mend that further authority should be granted, for making
sales of a limited number of townships, on the usual terms

and conditions.
There are twenty-one townships, or four hundred and

eighty-three thousand acres owned in severalty by this
Commonwealth, north of the before mentioned townships,
and a large tract of unsurveyed land owned in common
and undivided with the State of Maine, lying west of said
townships, and all lying within the bounds of the territory
claimed by Great Britain, with which the existing laws
of this Commonwealth prohibit any interference or act of
ownership therein, till the boundary question is settled, or
until further order of the General Court. In the mean
time, while we are waiting the tardy negotiation for the
settlement of that question, the principal value of the
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territory, which consists mostly in its growth of timber,
may he removed from the soil beyond the reach of our
authority and jurisdiction. There is however one satis-
faction, that a part of said territory is now brought more im-
mediately under our supervision and protection, by reason
of the Aroostook road having been continued quite through
to the Aroostook river, so that we have now the valley of
that river within the reach of the laws of the State of
Maine. The exercise of which laws, so far as they are
executed for preventing the depredation of trespassers, I
believe is fully approved by the authorities of the Pro-
vince of New Brunswick, who are willing, and will ren-
der all the aid in their power in stopping the progress of
depredators.

The large tract of land which is unsurveyed and undi-
vided, owned in moieties by the two States, and lying
within the debatable territory, is remarkable for its natu-
ral advantages for internal improvements, having many
large lakes, ponds and streams, which are capable of be-
ing connected by artificial means, at small expense, viz.
By making two short canals, each not exceeding sixty
rods in length, one connecting lake Telos with Webster
pond, the other lake Pumgockamock with the source of
the east branch of Penobscot river and building a dam
across the outlet of Chamberlain lake, will make a com-
munication that will permit the growth of at least fifteen
townships of land (which are heavily timbered) to be
floated from the Allaguash waters into the Penobscot
waters, and thereby increase the value of that immense
territory to an incalculable degree.

In the disposition, management and protection of the
public lands, the State of Maine has uniformly moved in
unison with the views and measures of this Common-
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wealth. The authorities of that State have ever express-
ed in the strongest terms, their acknowledgment, and
approbation of the liberal policy which has always been
displayed by this Commonwealth in promoting and ad-
vancing the general interest. But in relation to placing
settlers upon the public land, the interest of Maine is
quite at variance with the policy of this Commonwealth.
They view the receipts into the treasury from the sales
of lots of land to settlers, as quite a secondary object;
for each settler who takes up land and makes improve-
ments thereon, adds wealth to the State, far greater than
any consideration he would be likely to pay for his land.
It is therefore their policy to quiet settlers for a small
consideration, say seventy-five cents to one dollar an acre,
three fourths of which they are allowed to cancel by
labor on the public roads. I have considered that the
interest of this Commonwealth required quite a different
course, and have accordingly placed such value upon the
lots taken up by settlers, as I thought was the intrinsic
worth of each lot, situation and quality considered, and
when the settlers were ready to pay the valuation, to give
them a title. It is not to he expected, however, that set-

tlers would pay us from one to two dollars an acre, when
they are accommodated at half that price elsewhere, if
not in all cases quite so commodiously. Many persons
have taken up lots upon the Massachusetts townships,
situated on the Aroostook road, and on the Aroostook
river, without authority. They are now anxious to be
quieted in their possessions; but a considerable number of
these persons come within the operation of the provisions
of the resolve passed the 10th day of March, 1827.
Before any compliance with the wishes of this class of
settlers can be granted, some modification of the terms of
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that resolve will be necessary, otherwise they will have
to quit the soil, or remain on sufferance as tenants at will.
It is very desirable that a good class of settlers should be
permanently placed on the Aroostook road, to keep it in
repair; but that class of persons generally speaking,
called squatters, who take up lots of land without any
legal right or authority, are not always the most desirable
as settlers; they, however, as pioneers of the woods,
make the path more easy for a better class to follow.

I ask leave herewith to transmit an account of the
receipts and expenditures in this department, for the past
year.

Which is respectfully submitted.

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.

Land Office, 25th Jan. 1839.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo. W. Coffin,
Land Jlgent, ------- Dr.

1838
March 2, To cash paid Ira Fish, to purchase supplies to be

expended on the Aroostook road, . . $5OO 00
« 10, To cash paid Edward A. Snelling, for writing and

attendance in the Land Office and Library, from
10th December, 1837, to date, . . 120 00

« 19, To cash paid expenses of journey to Bangor, . 53 54
Absent 16 days, . . . . . 48 00

“ 19, To cash paid J. C, Haynes, printer’s bill, advertis-
ing lands for sale, &o. . . . 5 75

« 19, To cash paid Smith and Robinson, do. , . 2 50
“ 19,|T0 cash paid William Howard’s bill, looking after

and scaling timber, • 143 70
“ 19,To cash paid Ebenezer Webster’s bill, for exam-

ining the Aroostook and St. John’s rivers, for
trespassers, &c. . . . . 118 91

June 2, To cash paid Ira Fish’s draft, on account of ex-
penditures on the Aroostook road, . . 1,000 00

“ 12,To cash paid Edward A. Snelling, for writing and
attendance in the Land Office and Library, to

j 10th June, 1838, . . . . 78 00
“ 19,To cash paid Ira Fish’s draft, on account of ex-

penditures on the Aroostook road, . . 500 00
July 1,To cash paid Ira Fish’s draft, on account of ex-

penditures on the Aroostook road, . . 1,500 00
“ 1,To cash paid do. do. . . 500 Of
“ 22, To cash paid expense of journey to the Aroos-

took and St John’s rivers, and to Quebec, . 122 13
[Absent 31 days, , . . . . 93 00

Aug. I,'To cash paid Edward K. Butler’s bill, securing
[ timber on Kennebec river, . . .

]5 76
“ 3, To cash paid Ira Fish’s draft, on account of ex-

penditures on the Aroostook road, . . 1,500 00
3, To cash paid Jonathan Chase’s bill, for looking

I after trespassers on the Aroostook river, . 24 38
Sept 6, To cash paid Ira Fish, on account of expendi-

tures on the Aroostook road, per receipt, . 1,500 00
“ 16,To cash paid expenses of journey to Bangor, . 31 74

[Absent 14 days, .
. . . . i 42 00

“ 92, To cash paid Edward A. Snelling, for writing and
attendance in the Land Office and Library, to
10th September, 1838, . . . 78 00

Oct. 11,To cash paid Ira Fish’s draft, on account of ex-
penditures on the Aroostook road, . . 1,094 62

Nov. 6,To cash paid into the Treasury per receipts, . 3,121 56
Dec. 10,To cash paid Edward A. Snelling, for writing and

attendance in the Land Office and Library to
this date, . . .

. • 78 00
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Account Continued. ...... ffr

1838
Dec. 14, To cash paid Elijah L. Hamlin’s draft, on account

of expenditures on the Aroostook road, . $1,068 86
“ 22, To cash paid E. L. Hamlin, do. . . 1,100 00
“ 31, To cash paid postage hill for 1838, . . 10 12
“ 31, To amount for services as Land Agent one year,

to this date, ..... 1,200 00
“ 31, To cash paid E. L. Hamlin sundry bills, viz.:

Expenses in the expedition to the Aroostook
river, to expel trespassers, &c. . . 130 01

William Howax'd’s bill on Bennett Logs. . 18 37
Expenses to Old Town on account do. . 2 00
Hoi’se hire at Chadbux-ne’s, . . . 462

1839
Jan. 3, To cash paid into the Treasury as per receipt, . 1,057 56

$16,863 13
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo. W. Coffin,
Land Agent, -------Cr.

1838
Jan. 1, By balance of last year’s account, . . $621 45
Feb. 5, By cash received of the Oriental Bank, commuta-

tion for settlers on Township No, 5, 9th range
north of Waldo’s patent, . . . 661 44

March 9, By cash received of William Prescott, for deed of
Lime Island, . . . . . 75 00

April 20, By cash received at the Treasury, balance of the
appropriation for the Aroostook road, per Re-
solve 12th April, 1837, . . . 1,500 00

May 1,By cash received of Thomas L. Winthrop, com-
mutation for settlers on the Plymouth Company
Township, .

. . .
. 503 23

June 25, By cash received of James Ruth, for lot No. 122,
in Township A., 2d range, 102 acres, . 102 00

July 1,By cash received of the Treasurer, on account of
the appropriation for the Aroostook road, per
Resolve 4th April, 1838, . . . 2,000 00

“ 30, By cash received do. do. . . 2,000 00
Aug. 25, By cash received do. do. . . 2,500 00
Sept. 00, By cash received of E. Webster and others, for

advance on permits,
.... 250 00

Oct. 23,'8y cash received of James Thissell and Samuel
B. Loud, for lots in Township A., 2d range, . 578 79

Dec. 23, By cash received of sundry persons for timber
| and grass cut on the public lands, . . 6,071 22

$16,863 13

$16,863 13




