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Senate, Feb. 28, 1839.

The Joint Standing Committee on Railways and Ca-
nals, to whom was referred the Petition of Charles
Stearns and others, praying to be incorporated as the
Hartford and Springfield Rail-road Corporation, report
the accompanying Bill.

By order of the Committee.

LINUS CHILD, Chairman.
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AN ACT

To incorporate the Hartford and Springfield Rail-road
Corporation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows :

1 Sec. 1. Charles Stearns, George Dwight, Stephen
2 0. Russell, and George Bliss, their associates and
3 successors, are hereby made a corporation by the
4 name of the Hartford and Springfield Rail-road Cor-
-5 poration, with all the powmrs and privileges, and sub-
-6 ject to all the duties, liabilities and provisions, contain-
-7 ed in that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of the Re-
-8 vised Statutes, which relates to rail-road corporations,

&ommouU)e.iUfj of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty
Nine.
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9 and in the statute of one thousand eight hundred and
10 thirty-seven, chapter two hundred and twenty-six,
11 and in the statute of one thousand eight hundred and
12 thirty-eight, chapter ninety-nine, and in the forty-
-13 fourth chapter of said Revised Statutes; and said
14 corporation is hereby authorized and empowered to
15 locate, construct, and finally complete a rail-road from
16 a point in Springfield, to the north line of the state
17 of Connecticut, commencing either at or near Chico-
-18 pee river, or at or near the village of Springfield, and
19 passing southerly as near the Connecticut river as is
20 convenient, and in the valley of the river, either upon
21 the east side thereof, through a part of the town of
22 Springfield, and near the mouth of the Pecovvsick
23 brook, and thence through the meadows in the town
24 of Longmeadow, in the general direction towards
25 Thompsonville to the line of the state of Connecti-
-26 cut ; or upon the westerly side of Connecticut river,
27 and as near the same as is conveniently practicable,
28 through a part of the town of West Springfield, to

29 the line of the state of Connecticut, with a view to

30 unite the said rail-road with a rail-road authorized by
31 the legislature of Connecticut, from Hartford to the
32 line of the State of Massachusetts.

1 Sec. 2. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall not exceed the sum of dollars,
3 and shall he divided into shares of one hundred dol-
-4 lars each ; and the said corporation may purchase and
5 hold such real estate, materials, engines, cars, and
6 other things, as may be necessary for depots, for the
7 use of said road, and for the transportation of persons,
8 goods, and merchandise.
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1 Sec. 3. The said corporation may unite the track of
2 their road with the Western Rail-road, at such safe and
3 convenient place near the Connecticut river, as shall
4 not interfere with the depot building of the Western
5 Rail-road Corporation, they paying all expenses inci-
-6 dent thereto. And the said Hartford and Spring-
-7 field Rail-road Corporation may cross the track of the
8 Western Rail-road, in such safe and convenient place
9 near said river, as will not interfere with said build-

-10 ings, or obstruct the convenient use of the track of
11 said Western Rail-road.

1 Sec. 4. The Legislature may, after the expiration
2 of years from the time when the said rail-road
3 shall be opened for use, from time to time, alter or re-
-4 dace the rate of tolls, or other profits upon said road ;

5 hut the said tolls shall not, without the consent of said
6 corporation, be so reduced as to produce, with said
7 profits, less than ten per cent, per annum.
1 Sec. 5. If the said corporation shall not have been

2 organized, and the location of the route of said road
3 filed with the county commissioners of the county of
4 Hampden, within two years from the passage of this
5 act, or if the said corporation shall fail to complete said
6 road, within three years from the passage of this act,
7 the same shall be void.
1 Sec. 6. The persons who shall become stockhold-

-2 ers in the Hartford and Springfield Rail-road Compa-
-3 ny, incorporated by the legislature of the state ot
4 Connecticut, in the year one thousand eight hundred
5 and thirty, shall be stockholders of this corporation,
6 together with such persons as shall become stock-
-7 holders of this corporation ; and when the stockhold-
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8 ers shall by vote have assented thereto, the said corpo-
-9 rations shall become united into one corporation, by

10 the name of the Hartford and Springfield Rail-road
11 Corporation, with a capital not exceeding the amount
12 of the joint capital of both corporations ; and all the
13 tolls, franchises, rights, powers, privileges and prop-
-14 erty, granted, or to be granted, acquired or to he ac-
-15 quired, under the authority of the state of Connecticut
16 or of this State, shall be held and enjoyed by all the
17 said stockholders, in proportion to their number of
18 shares in either or both of said corporations.

1 Sec. 7. After the said union shall be perfected,
2 the said stockholders shall hold their meetings, make
3 their by-laws, appoint their officers, and transact all
4 their business, as one corporation : provided, that one
5 or more of the officers of said corporation shall be res-
-6 ident in this Commonwealth, and one or more of them
7 in the state of Connecticut, on whom process against
8 said corporation may be legally served in either state;
9 and said corporation shall be held to answer, within the

10 jurisdiction where such service shall be made, and the
11 process is returnable.

1 Sec. 8. The share or shares of any stockholder in
2 said corporation shall be liable to attachment, and to
3 be taken on execution, in the state where such stock-
-4 holder shall reside at the time of the service of such
5 process : provided, the laws of such state authorize the
6 attachment and taking on execution of such property,
7 and an attested copy of such writ or execution, and of
8 the return of the officer thereon, shall, at the time of
9 such service, be left with the clerk or a director of
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10 said corporation, or at his usual place of abode, by the
11 officer making the service.

1 Sec. 9. The said corporation shall so make out
2 and keep an account of the expenditures on said road,
3 from its commencement to its completion, as clearly
4 to exhibit what portion thereof belongs to that part of
5 said road situated in Massachusetts, and what portion
6to that part in Connecticut. And two commission-
-7 ers shall be appointed, one by the governor of each
8 state, to hold their offices for the term of four years
9 and to be reasonably compensated for their services

10 by said corporation, who shall ascertain, what propor-
-11 tion of expenditures on said road, and of the other ex-
-12 penses attending its construction, maintenance and
13 use, also what proportion of the receipts and profits
14 of said rail-road shall properly appertain and belong
15 to the portions of said road in each state respectively.
16 And the annual report required to be made by the di-
-17 rectors to the Legislature of this Commonwealth, shall
18 be approved by the said commissioners.

1 Sec. 10. The said corporation, so far as their
2 road is situated in Massachusetts, shall be subject to
3 the general laws of this state, to the same extent as if
4 their road were wholly therein.
1 Sec. 11. The fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth and
2 ninth sections of this act shall not take effect, until the
3 legislature of the state of Connecticut shall have
4 enacted provisions similar to those contained in said
5 sections; nor until the provisions so enacted in each
6 state shall have been accepted by the stockholders of
7 each of said corporations, at meetings duly called for the
8 purpose; nor until the same shall have been ac-
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9 cepted by the stockholders of said united corporation,
10 at a meeting called for the purpose ; at which meet-
-11 ing, they may ratify and confirm all or any of their
12 former doings, and adopt them as the acts and doings
13 of said united corporation.


