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Ordered, That the Committee on Probate and Chan-
cery be instructed to inquire, what further provision is
necessary for the protection of the rights of Devisees of
Real Estate, when the same is taken by Commissioners
from the Probate Court, for the endowment of the Wid-
ows of Testators.

Attest,
CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

In Senate, Jan. 17, 1839.
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Senate, March 11, 1839.

The Committee on Probate and Chancery to whom
was referred an order relative to Contribution among
Devisees, have considered the same, and report the ac-
companying bill.

GEO. ASHMUN, per order.
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1839, SENATE—No. 50.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority
of the same, as follows :

1 Sec. 1. Whenever the estate of one or more
2 devisees under a will, shall be taken and assigned by
3 the judge of probate for the dower of the widow of
4 the testators, all the other devisees and legatees shall
5 contribute their respective proportions of the loss, to
6 the person from whom the estate is so taken, so as to
7 make the loss fall equally upon all the devisees and
8 legatees in proportion to the value of property receiv-
-9 ed by them under the will : provided, that no devi-

-10 see or legatee shall be held to contribute as aforesaid,
11 who may be exempted therefrom by the provisions of
12 the will.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
Nine.

AN ACT
In relation to Contribution among Devisees.
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1 Sec. 2. All cases arising under this act may he
2 decided in an action at law when the case is such as
3to allow of that course of proceeding,—or they may
4 be originally brought and determined in the Supreme
5 Judicial Court as a Court of Chancery.


