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In Senate, Feb. 20, 1839.

Ordered, That Messrs. Spofford, Goodrich and Whit-
man, be a Committee to inquire when the Map of the
State is likely to be completed in the present mode of
construction ; also into the expediency of suspending all
further expenditure on the part of the State for that pur-
pose, and of disposing of the materials and surveys now
on hand for that purpose, to such person or persons as will
contract to complete a map, and furnish copies to the
State, or citizens thereof, on the most favorable terms.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.
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Senate, April 4, 1839.

The Committee to whom was referred an order of the
Senate of Feb. 20, 1839, ask leave to

That they have attended to the business assigned them,
that they have held communication with the Executive,
and with gentlemenwho have served on former committees,
and had several interviews with Mr. Borden, the sui-

veyor; now engaged in the construction of the map.
The result of their investigations is, that in their opinion,
the State has been in some instances subjected to gross
imposition, and that expenditures have been incurred which
tended little to the furtherance of the object in view.

The Committee feel, that, when the facts are consid-
ered, that more than fifty thousand dollars have been ex-

pended, exclusive of town surveys, and more than ten

years of time consumed on a work expected to have been
completed in two or three years; and that the object is
yet far from being attained, the people have just cause

of complaint. The Committee do not feel that they have
the data whereon to found an opinion as to the conduct

(£omnioutoraltfj of i^assacljustttsu

REPORT:



[April,MAP OF THE STATE.

or competence of the several agents, which have been at
various times employed during this long period ; neither
do they feel competent, or that it would be proper for
them to form or give any opinion as to the degree of vigilance
with which former officers or committees of the Legis-
lature have superintended the work, nor would they
be understood to make any reflections upon the past or
present officers of the government ;—the probability seems
to be, that, among the other numerous and important duties
devolving on the different officers, some of the agents,
finding themselves comfortably reposing upon the liberal-
ity and confidence of the State government and people,
have been in no haste to bring their labors and their emol-
uments to a conclusion. From various inquiries, your
Committee are of opinion, that the difficulty in finding
any particular instance of neglect or misconduct so glaring
as to render any sudden change in such agents absolutely
necessary, have induced some of our officers in past years
to forbear that direct interference which they might have
thought desirable, in the expectation, that the cause of
dissatisfaction would be removed or become more fla-
grant, or that the disagreeable task of reforming errors,
by direct interference, would, by the frequent changes in
office, by elections, fall into other hands.

The Committee feel entirely confident that the present
chief magistrate has felt deeply the high responsibility
resting on him in this matter, and that he would most

willingly co-operate with the Legislature in any reasona-
ble expedient for bringing this drain upon the treasury to

a speedy termination. But in pursuing this object he has
not thought it expedient to make any sudden and total
change in the manner of carrying on the work, and your
Committee, after considerable attention to the subject,
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have arrived at the same conclusion, although they are
satisfied, upon inquiry, that responsible persons might be
found who would contract to take the materials in their
present state, and complete the map, and furnish copies
to the State, or individuals, upon reasonable terms, with-
out further expense to the State. But the disadvantages
of this course are so obvious, that the Committee could
not feel justified in recommending it for your adoption.

In the first place, the State would lose the advantage
of the local and personal knowledge of the topography of
the State, which must have been acquired by the persons
who have been long employed in making the trigonomet-
rical survey, and which must be all-important in putting
together the various parts of the State map.

Secondly, an entire change in the mode of constructing
the map, and in the individuals employed, would in the
present stage of the work, entirely remove all responsibili-
ty for its accuracy from any person, as any failure' in that
respect would be thrown by each party on the other, and
the public have no possible grounds for fixing that respon-
sibility on either.

Thirdly, to dispose of the copy-right as a reward for
future labors, would entirely cut off any possibility of
deriving from a sale of the work, a reimbursement in
part, for the great expenses of the past; an object which
your Committee trust will be kept steadily in view. And
in reference to such sale, would not a distribution of this
work, when completed, to State officers, and members of
the Legislature, who may chance to be here at its com-

pletion, as has been usual with smaller works, and those
relating chiefly to their own labors, be an encroachment
upon the rights and the property of the people? and
even a distribution of one copy to each town, in general
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be a mere donation to the clerk for the time being,
and be enjoyed by the citizens at large in no other
manner than they would easily obtain by application to
any neighbor, who might have purchased one for his
own use ? This map will be the joint result of the
labor of many years, and a great amount of money ex-
pended by the people : and no exclusive privilege should
accrue to the members of the Legislature of a single year,
or to any set of men who are more able than the mass of
their fellow citizens, to pay for what they wish to pos-
sess. But on the contrary, should not every copy he
sold, and the price be as low as possible, to enable a large
part of the people to become purchasers, and the proceeds
accrue to the treasury of the Commonwealth, to reim-
burse it in part for this enormous expenditure ?

Your Committee are satisfied that considerable difficulty
and delay has arisen from the inaccuracy of many of the
town maps, but they are further of opinion, that even
this circumstance should no longer delay the work. Pub-
lic opinion now imperiously demands that the surveyor
should hasten to the end of his labors, in the mean time
using all diligence to supply deficiencies, by inquiries and
correspondence with officers of towns, engineers of rail-
roads, and other gentlemen willing to co-operate in ren-
dering the map as perfect as the nature of the case will
admit.

Considerable confidence is expressed by the surveyor,
and we believe is felt by those concerned, that another year
will complete the plotting of the map, and prepare it for
the hand of the engraver; and those who hold out this
encouragement cannot but feel the necessity of using all
possible diligence to fulfil this just expectation. Great
expense has been incurred in collecting the survey and
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materials for this work, and the people demand the use of
them, before the changing circumstances of different por-
tions of the Commonwealth shall render a large part of
them superannuated and useless.

The Committee ask to be discharged from a further
consideration of the subject.

JEREMIAH SPOFFORD,
S. G. GOODRICH,
JARED WHITMAN.




