
SENATE....]No. 2.

House of Representatives, Jan. 8, 1841.

Ordered, That a Special Committee, with such as the
Senate may join, be appointed to consider the expedi-
ency of providing for the effectual abolishment of impris-
onment for debt, and to further consider the expediency
of amending the laws the more effectually to punish
fraud in cases of insolvent debtors ; and

Messrs. Upton, of Nantucket,
Dwight, of Springfield, and
Buck, of Lanesborough,

are appointed to constitute the Committee on the part of
the House.

Sent up for concurrence

Senate, Jan. 11, 1841.

Concurred : and Messrs. Davis and Wood are joined.

CHA’S CALHOUN, Clerk.

Commonbjcaltt) of i^assacljusrtts.

L, S. CUSHING, Clerk
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The Joint Special Committee who were instructed to
consider the expediency of providing for the effectual
abolishment of imprisonment for debt, and to further
consider the expediency of amending the laws the
more effectually to punish fraud in cases of insolvent
debtors, ask leave to report the annexed bill.

For the Committee,
GEO. T. DAVIS.

Commontoealtij of iHassarijusetts.

In Senate, Jan. 15, 1841.



1841.] SENATE—No. 2.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and forty-
one.

AN ACT
In Relation to Imprisonment for Debt.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Section 1. No person shall be arrested or held
2 to bail on mesne process, unless the plaintiff, or
3 some person in his behalf, shall make oath in the
4 form prescribed by the one hundred and eleventh
5 section of the ninetieth chapter of the Revised
6 Statutes, that the debt expected to be recovered is
7 not less than twenty dollars.
1 Sec. 2. Whenever any person shall be arrested or
2 committed on mesne process, pursuant to the provi-
-3 sions of the first section of this statute and of the sec-
-4 tion of the Revised Statutes therein cited, he may at
5 the time of said arrest or commitment, or at anytime
6 afterward while so held under arrest or commitment.
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7 be admitted to take the oath prescribed in the ninth
8 section of the ninety-eighth chapter of the Revised
9 Statutes, before any justice of the peace of the county

10 wherein such arrest or commitment shall take place ;

11 and he shall thereupon be discharged from such
12 arrest or commitment. But such discharge shall not
13 preclude his being subsequently taken on any execu-
-14 tion which may issue on the judgment in which the
15 said mesne process may eventuate ; in which case
16 he shall be permitted, if so disposed, to avail him-
-17 self of the provisions of the said ninety-eighth chap-
-18 ter of the Revised Statutes, subject to the liabilities
19 therein set forth.

1 Sec. 3. No person shall be taken on execution
2 unless the judgment creditor, or some person in his
3 behalf, shall make oath before some justice of the
4 peace that he believes that the debtor has property
5 beside the goods and chattels which are by law ex-
-6 empted from being taken in execution, or that he
7 has other estate beside the said goods and chattels,
8 conveyed or concealed, or in some way disposed of,
9 with design to secure the same to his own use, or to

10 defraud his creditors.
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