
SENATE.....rvo. 23.

The Joint Committee on the Militia, to whom was com-
mitted the message of the Governor, of Feb. 3d, on the
subject of returns, and also an order of Jan. 29th, instruct-
ing them to inquire into the expediency of so altering the
law in relation to the volunteer militia, as to limit the
number of volunteers to the number already enlisted ; and
also requiring the oath of each volunteer claiming the
bounty, that he owns his uniform and such equipments as
are not furnished by the government, have considered said
message, and the first branch of the order, and respect-
fully report the accompanying bill.

Per order.

WM. C. PLUNKETT, Chairman.

Commontotaltlj of iHaesacljuscttß.

In Senate, Feb. 9, 1841.
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AN ACT
Concerning the Militia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sec. 1. The volunteer militia of this Common-
-2 wealth shall consist of the several companies of cav-
-3 airy, artillery, light infantry, riflemen and grenadiers,
4 now existing, and such other companies as the com-
-5 mander in chief may hereafter authorise, pursuant to
6 the provisions of the act to which this is in addition.
7 Provided, however, that the whole of the volunteer
8 militia shall not exceed seven thousand men.
1 Sec. 2. No company of the volunteer militia shall
2 consist of more than sixty-four men, including all offi-
-3 cers, privates and musicians, and the commanding offi-
-4 cers of all companies now raised at large, shall, on or
5 before the first Wednesday of May next, reduce the
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6 number of their men to sixty-four, and authority is
7 hereby given to all commanding officers of companies
8 raised at large, to discharge so many of their men as
9 will reduce the number of their roll to sixty-four.
1 Sec. 3. If any company raised at large, shall ap-

-2 pear from any two successive returns, made to the
3 adjutant general, to be reduced below twenty privates,
4 or shall neglect to make its annual returns, as required
5 by law, for one year, the same shall be forthwith dis-
-6 banded by the commander in chief.
1 Sec. 4. The commanding officer of every compa-

-2 ny raised at large, shall, after each of the days of in-
-3 spection, training and review, required by law, make
4 out alphabetical rolls of the persons, not exceeding
5 sixty-four in number, wT ho shall have appeared armed,
6 uniformed and equipped, and performed duty in his
7 company on each of said days, and within twenty
8 days, annually, after the last inspection, shall deliver
9 the same, certified under his oath to be correct and

10 true, to the mayor and aldermen, or the selectmen, of
11 the towns in which any person performing duty in his
12 company shall reside. Provided, however, that said
13 return need not contain any other names than those of
14 persons residing in the town to which the return is
15 made.

1 Sec. 5. The mayor and aldermen, and the select-
-2 men, of the several towns to whom the return in the
3 preceding section is made, shall, on or before the first
4 day of November, annually, make out a complete list
5 of all the persons, who appear from said rolls to he en-
-6 titled to the bounty mentioned in the fourteenth sec-
-7 tion of the act to which this is in addition, and shall
8 thereupon draw their warrants on their respective



[Feb. 1841.THE MILITIA.
9 treasurers, directing them to pay the amount due to

10 the persons named in said lists, and the mayor and
11 aldermen, and selectmen aforesaid, shall return to the
12 adjutant general, on or before the thirty-first day of
13 December, annually, the lists of the persons so to be
14 paid, and the amount for which their respective war-
-13 rants have been drawn; and the adjutant general shall,
16 on or before the fifteenth day of January, ascertain
17 from the returns made to him, the amount of money
18 which will be necessary to pay the several towns and
19 cities, and submit the same to the Governor of the
20 Commonwealth, who is hereby authorised to draw his
21 warrant on the treasurer of the Commonwealth, for
22 the re-payment of the sum advanced.

1 Sec. 6. Any town that shall neglect to make re-
-2 turn, as is herein directed, to the adjutant general,
3 shall forfeit its right to be reimbursed by the State,
4 and any commanding officer who shall neglect to make
5 the returns herein required, shall be liable to a penalty
G of thirty dollars, to be recovered and appropriated in
7 the manner provided for other tines in the one hundred
8 and first section of the eleventh chapter of the Revised
9 Statutes.
1 Sec. 7. The adjutant general shall cause a copy
2 of this act to be sent to the clerks of the several towns
3 and cities in this Commonwealth, and to the com-
-4 manding officers of all companies raised at large.
1 Sec. 8. The thirteenth section of the act to which
2 this is in addition, and all other acts and parts of acts
3 inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.






