
SENATE No. 12.

Honorable F. Robinson, President of the Senate :

Dear Sir,—Enclosed is a Report, which it is my duty to
make to the Legislature; wi 1 you please present it to the Sen-
ate? I suppose it will be transmitted to the House, after being
disposed of in your body.

Very truly, yours, &c.
HORACE MANN,

Secretary of the Board of Education.

Boston, January 26, 1843.
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To the President of the Senate,
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives:

Gentlemen : —ln compliance with the Resolve of March 1,
1842, which requires the Secretary of the Board of Education,
to “make an annual Report of the several expenses of said
Board, for any and whatever object,” I submit the following:

I must premise, that, as I am not the Treasurer of the Board,
nor the auditing or accounting officer of the same, I have no
official access to a knowledge of their expenses. But by an
examination of the last Report of the Treasurer of the Com-
monwealth, I find that the whole sum paid to said Board for
all expenses of attending meetings, visiting the Normal Schools,
for postages and for stationery, due in the year 1842, was one
hundred and twenty-eight dollars and seventy-nine cents. As
this sum differs but little from the annual expenses of the
Board in previous years, I have no doubt of its correctness.

There are other expenses growing out of the administrationof
our Common School system, but as they are incurred in pur-
suance of express provisions of law, it seems to me that they
cannot, in any proper sense of the phrase, be called expenses
of the Board. Lest, however, I should be mistaken in this
construction of the Resolve, I ask leave to refer to them.

The cost of printing the whole edition of the Annual Ab-
stract of the Massachusetts School Returns for the year 1841-2,
was $971 40. This document has been printed annually since
the year 1834 inclusive ; and, by the law of April 20, 1837, it
was required t# laid before the Legislature, in a printed
form, on or before the second Wednesday of January, in each
year.

By the law of 1826, ch. 143, $ 9, the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth was required to furnish blank forms of school re-
turns to the several towns in the State. This law continues in
force, but the Board of Education have been required to pre-
scribe tbs form of said blanks. They are substantially the
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same as at first, and the expense, therefore, must be substan-
tially the same.

By the statute of 1838, ch. 105, § 6, the Board was re-
quired to prescribe blank forms of registers to he kept in the
Public Schools, and it was made the duty of the Secretary of
State to forward the same to the respective towns.

The expense, last year, of printing both kinds of these blank
forms was two hundred and thirteen dollars and twenty-four
cents.

The salary of the Secretary of the Board is fl5OO per annum.
He has no allowance for clerk hire, room rent, fuel, or for travel-
ling expenses in the performance of his official duties. Those
duties are prescribed by law, but he has been requested by the
Board to perform many services in addition to them. The
performance of all such services he has readily undertaken,
and has spent about four months of each year, since his appoint-
ment, in visiting schools, attending Common School conventions,
and addressing public meetings, on the subject of educationj in
different parts of the State. The personal expenses incurred
by him, from year to year, in behalf of the cause, have been
barely covered by his annual salary.

The above is respectfully submitted as an account of all the
expenses within my knowledge, which can come within the
purview of the Resolve of March 1, 1842, before referred to.

HORACE MANN,
Secretary of the Board of Education.

Boston, January 26, 1843.




