
SENATE ....No. 41.

In Senate, Feb. 15, 1843.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was
committed the Annual Report of the West Stockbridge Rail-
road Company, report the accompanying order.

J. G. ABBOTT, Chairman.

CommontotalUj of i&aßsacfntßrtts.

In Senate, Feb. 15, 1843.

Ordered, That the Fifth Annual Report of the West Stock-
bridge Rail-road Company be printed for the use of the Legis-
lature.

Sent down for concurrence.

LEWIS JOSSELYN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, Feb. 16th, 1843.

Concurred.
L. S. CUSHING, Clerk.

eommontotaltJj of JHassactjusettfii.
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

WEST STOCKBRIDGE

RAIL-ROAD CORPORATION.
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Co the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

The Directors of the West Stockbridge Rail-road Corporation
present their Fifth Annual Report.

The road has been, during the past year, in the occupation
of the Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Company, under the
lease mentioned in the former reports of this board. Efforts
have been made to bring about a final and satisfactory settle-
ment of all the transactions between the two companies, and
the presentation of this report has been delayed for the action
of the committees of the two companies appointed to investi-
gate the accounts, in the expectation that they might conclude
in season to afford to this board an opportunity to make a more
detailed and explicit report than they have been enabled to do
in the two preceding years. But this expectation has been dis-
appointed, as the committees have not finished their investiga-
tions, and no settlement has been made.

It is stated above that the road has been occupied by the
Hudson and Berkshire Rail-road Company during the past
year. In September last, the Albany and West Stockbridge Rail-
road Company gave notice to this corporation that, under the
sth section of the act incorporating the West Stockbridge Rail-
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road Corporation, which prohibits ns from giving to any rail-
road leading from the State of New York, any exclusive privi-
leges on the West Stockbridge Rail-road, over any other rail-
road leading from the same State, they should claim of this
corporation the same privileges heretofore granted to the Hud-
son and Berkshire Rail-road Company. In pursuance of this
notice and claim, and after subsequent negotiations, a contract
was executed between the two corporations on the tenth day of
October last, by which a moiety of the West Stockbridge Rail-
road, fixtures and buildings, is leased to the Albany and West
Stockbridge Rail-road Company until the first day of May next,
to be used in common with the Hudson and Berkshire Rail-
road Company, the Albany and West Stockbridge Rail-road
Company agreeing to keep the road in repair, and pay a rent
for the same, at the rate of $lOBO per annum.

Early in December last the Berkshire Rail-road was com-
pleted, and connected with the West Stockbridge Rail-road at
the depot in the village of West Stockbridge; and, by an ar-
rangement with the Hudson and Berkshire, and Albany and
West Stockbridge Rail-road Company, they have since contin-
ued to run their trains over the West Stockbridge Rail-road, so
as to connect with the Western and Albany and West Stock-
bridge Rail-roads, at the State line. Negotiations have been
for some time in progress, between this board and the Berk-
shire Rail-road Company, for a permanent arrangement which
shall secure to the latter a direct, continuous line of communi-
cation to Albany ; and though nothing is definitely settled, we
indulge the hope that an arrangement may be made to the sat-
isfaction of all parties concerned.

ERASTUS CROCKER, President

J. B. GOODRICH,
CHAS. C. ALGER,
THOMAS CONE,
HUBBARD FOX,

Directors.
West Stockbridge, Feb. 9, 1843.
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Berkshire, ss., Feb. 9, 1843. Then the aforenamed Erastus
Crocker, J. B. Goodrich, Chas. C. Alger, Thomas Cone, and
Hubbard Fox, made oath that the foregoing report is, accord-
ing to the best of their knowledge and belief, just and true.

Before me,

HENRA" W. TAFT,
Justice of Peace


