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The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of Reuben
Baldwin and others, concerning certain documents relating to
Revolutionary Services, in the office of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, have had the same under consideration, and

That there is at the present time a large quantity of papers
in the possession of the Secretary, believed' 1 Jo contain valuable
evidence of service performed in the War of the Revolution,
but which, owing to the press of public business have not been
arranged and indexed, and are therefore as yet of no benefit to
claimants for pensions, to whom they otherwise might be of
great advantage.

These papers have come into the possession of the State,
through the instrumentality of Resolves passed at various times
by the Legislature, authorizing the Secretary, to receive such
papers, and making appropriations for their examination, and
the arrangement and indexing of such as might be found to
contain important evidence of service. These appropriations
have been expended according to the direction of the Legisla-
ture, but they have proved insufficient in amount, and there
have consequently been periods when, as now, the labor of ex-
amination and arrangement has for a time been wholly or par-
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tially suspended. The committee, however, find, that whene-
ver these appropriations have been exhausted, it has been the
practice of the Secretary to employ in this service as large a
portion of the time of a clerk hired for the general business of
his office, as could be spared for that purpose; but during the
sessions of the Legislature, and occasionally at other times,
when the duties of the office have been numerous and pressing,
but little has, from necessity, been accomplished in this way ;
and at the present time it is, in the opinion of the committee,
necessary that the Legislature should adopt some course which
may, without delay, place within the reach of claimants for
pensions any benefits that the papers not now arranged and in-
dexed can afford them.

The petitioners state, that “ there is no way of obtaining
access to these documents, as they are not open to the public,”
and as the pressure of business in the Secretary’s office is so
great as to prevent any assistance being afforded by persons
employed in the office to claimants who desire to avail them-
selves of evidence which they may contain. The committee
believe that, if some step is taken, as they have recommended,
for the immediate arrangement and indexing of these papers, all
just cause of complaint in this respect will be removed ; as it
has been the general practice of the Secretary to promptly make
any examination required by claimants, or persons acting for
them, although at times it may not have been in his power to
avoid some delay, which cannot at all times be wholly pre-
vented, unless the Legislature should, as prayed for by the
petitioners, permanently establish an office, the duties of which
should be to take charge of and arrange all papers and docu-
ments relating to Revolutionary Service, in the possession of
the Commonwealth, and the incumbent of which should be at
all times ready to examine the same on application,—in other
words, unless they should establish a Pension Office, as one of
the departments of the government. This would require an
annual expenditure of a considerable amount, without, as the
committee believe, a corresponding benefit accruing to any
quarter. But little delay takes place under the present system,
in attending to applications, and only at particular periods, and
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this may for the most part be obviated by small occasional ap-
propriations, sufficient to enable the Secretary to arrange and
index all evidences of service, as fast as they may come into his
possession.

The language of the petitioners, which the committee have
quoted in relation to the close keeping of the papers in the Se-
cretary’s office, may admit of a different interpretation than
that which they have placed upon it; and if it is intended to
suggest that these papers should be literally “ open to the pub-
lic,” they must express the hope that such a suggestion may
never be listened to, as the adoption of a rule like this could
not benefit honest claimants, and might, and probably would,
lead to the perpetration of many gross frauds. While they do
not, of course, entertain the belief that any such result is the
object of the petitioners, in desiring easier access to these pa-
pers, they do believe that such a result would sooner or later
follow, from suffering them to be searched by whoever saw fit
to do so. They regard the rule heretofore and at present
adopted in the Secretary’s office to be a safe and just one,—
which is, to allow of no examination of the papers, unless to
establish a claim previously set forth. If a different rule should
be adopted, persons might examine the papers for the purpose
of establishing claims, and then proceed to hunt up the claim-
ants, a practice which would strongly induce to the commission
of frauds.

The committee conceive it is only necessary that the Secre-
tary of the State should at once, and without delay, cause to
be arranged and indexed, the papers and documents now in his
possession, and make a similar prompt disposition of all which
may hereafter come into his possession. Under the general re-
solve passed April 84th, 1838, the committee are of opinion
that officer would be fully empowered to employ all the extra
clerical assistance necessary to enable him to effect this, if any
is required; but such construction has never been given to that
resolve by the secretary nor by the Legislature, which has at
two several times, passed special resolves making appropria-
tions for this purpose. This being the case, the committee
recommend the passage of the following special resolve, in the
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belief and with the hope, that it may be found to be all that is
necessary at the present time to secure justice to those who
have been made to suffer for devotion to their country, and to
whom, above all others, the gratitude and aid of that country
is due.

F. R. GOURGAS, Chairman.

order of the Committee,
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RESOLVE

Concerning certain Documents relating to Revolutionary
Services.

Resolved , That the Secretary of the Commonwealth
be, and he hereby is, directed to receive such muster-rolls
and other evidences of revolutionary services, now belong-
ing to individuals or societies, as it may be in his power to
obtain, and to cause the same, together with all which
may already be in his possession, to be indexed and ar-
ranged in the manner prescribed in the resolve passed
on the twelfth day of March, in the year one thousand
eight hundred and forty ; and the Governor is authorized,
by and with the advice and consent of the council, to draw
his warrant to defray the expense thereof for an amount
not exceeding five hundred dollars.




