
SENATE ....No. 55.

The following Resolutions were introduced by Mr. Gardner,
on leave, and ordered to be printed.

LEWIS JOSSELYN, Clerk.

In Senate Feb. 22d, 1843.
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AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION.2 [Feb.

Whereas, millions of men and women, who must, one day,
people these United States, will depend, for all the elements of
their prosperity, upon agriculture; and whereas, three-fourths
of our whole population must, and ever will, depend on the
products and profits of the farm for the supply of their physical
wants, the means of happiness, of religious and intellectual im-
provement ; and whereas Congress has given bounties on the
fisheries, to make them a nursery of seamen, and has given
none on agriculture, which is the best nursery for freemen, —

has spent millions to advance the interests of commerce, and
has done nothing to advance agriculture, the basis of that com-
merce, —has protected manufactures by ample duties, and has
left agriculture, with $240,000,000 invested in sheep husbandry
(as stated in the memorial of the woollen manufacturers, of Bos-
ton and its vicinity, to Congress,) and the hundred millions
invested in hides, substantially, to their own protection,—has
spent thousands of dollars to teach the art of war, and not a
dollar for agricultural education :—Whereas, South American
Merino, and all the grade wools, may be purchased abroad for
less than the maximum of the present tariff 1, and whereas what
is coarse wool is defined, by the tariff law, to be such as may
be purchased abroad for less than this maximum of seven eents
per pound ; and consequently subject to the nominal duty of
but five per cent, on the foreign invoice; and whereas the great
staple, hides, is depreciated in value by the excessive importa-
tion of the foreign article; and whereas we are obliged (as ap-
pears by the last report of the Secretary of the Treasury,) to
export those of our own production; and whereas, in the whole
corse of education, at Harvard University, no attention what-
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ever is given directly to agricultural education, or to instruct
the pupils in the elements of farming prosperity ; and whereas
this institution, with its vast amount of property, is exempt
from taxation, thereby increasing the burdens of agriculture,
though she has been liberally endowed by the State; and where-
as capital has been withdrawn from agriculture, by the induce-
ments of a greater per cent, held out to capitalists, in the laws
of the State and nation, to invest in other departments of in-
dustry; and whereas a wise and liberal policy in the govern-
ment, to encourage agriculture, rests on the great republican
principle of advancing the greatest good of the greatest number ;

Therefore,

Resolved, That it is the imperious duty of Congress, immedi-
ately to change the policy of the government, in relation to the
farming interests, and to extend as much of her fostering care
and protection to the great agricultural staples of the republic,
as she has heretofore given to commerce and manufactures.

Resolved, That since farmers have invested $240,000,000 in
sheep husbandry, if government protect woollens, with a forty
per cent, duty, justice demands that she should put an immedi-
ate stop to the annual importation of 17,000,000 lbs. of foreign
wool, (an amount equal to one-third of our annual clip,) by a
specific duty on the home valuation equally prohibitory.

Resolved, That Congress ought to establish a duty on hides
sufficient to secure to our farmers the advantages of the home
market.

Resolved, That, as a matter of strict justice to the farming
community, Harvard University ought immediately to intro-
duce into the College a department of agricultural education, or
no longer to enjoy the privilege of exemption from taxation.

Resolved, That neither the State or nation ought, either by
special or general legislation, to create any means of invest-
ments for capitalists, superior to those held out to them by the
real estate of the country.

Resolved, That the present tariff is unequal in its discrimina-
tion against agriculture, and in this respect should receive the
immediate attention of Congress.




