
SENATE ....No. 60.

Senate, March 8, 1843.

The Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, to whom were
referred the Petitions of S. V. S. Wilder and others on the ex-
tension of the bounty on silk culture and manufacture, and
various other petitions on the same subjects.—

Having diligently considered and examined the subjects
brought before them, are unanimously convinced of the follow-
ing facts, viz.:

Ist That our climate is well adapted to the culture and man-
ufacture of silk.

2nd. That we can grow the food for, and rear the worms as
well in this country as in any other with same experience.

3d. That the raw silk produced in the United States is con-
sidered better, and commands a higher price than any other,
and finds a ready market at home and abroad.

4th. That the business of silk-growing may be made as pro-
fitable and productive as other farming, with skilful manage-
ment.

sth. That the manual labor appertaining to the production
of silk may be performed by a class of citizens who cannot en-
dure the more arduous posts of husbandry, and yet are in great
need of employment.

6th. That, in all countries, where this branch of industry
has been fostered and protected by government until a sufficient
degree of skill has been acquired by experience, to manage the
business to advantage, it has never failed to become a great
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individual and national blessing, and to bring with it a most
magnificent reward.

Your Committee would directattention to the fact that in less
than thirty years after the first mulberry tree (which remains to
this day) was planted in France, the government realized an im-
mense revenue, and, fora long series of years, she has exported
the enormous amount offrom2oto 30 millions ofdollarsannually,
Italia and China have long been famed for the immense amount
of their silk exportations. And when your Committee reflect
that the United States have paid, within the last ten years, the
astonishing amount of 118 millions of dollars to foreign coun-
tries for silks, they cannot but recommend to the kind protec-
tion of the Legislature, the infant silk establishments of the State
of Massachusetts. Your Committee would, therefore, report
the accompanying bill.

ARTEMAS BROWN, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Three.

AN ACT
To continue in force certain Acts in relation to the Cul-

ture of Silk.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollows:

1 The act of April 11, 1836, as modified by the act
2 of the 20th of March, 1839, relating to the encourage-
-3 ment of the culture of silk, be, and they are hereby
4 extended for the term of three years from and after the
5 expiration of the same.




