
SENATE No. 63.

House of Representatives Jan. 30, 1843

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Charitable Institu-
tions, be directed to visit and examine, during the present ses-
sion, the following institutions, viz : the Institution for the Ed-
ucation of the Blind, the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary,
the State Lunatic Asylum at Worcester: and to report the con-
dition of the same.

Also, to visit, by sub-committee or otherwise, the American
Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, at Hartford, to examine the
condition of the beneficiaries supported there by the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, and to report upon the same ; also to
inquire whether any change can be made advantageously to
the deaf and dumb, in the administration of the State bounty.

Also, that the account of the expenses of the Committee be
audited and allowed by the Committee on Accounts.

Sent up for concurrence.

L. S. CUSHING. Clerk.

Senate, Jan. 31, 1843.
Concurred.

LEWIS JOSSELYN, Clerk.
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2 PUBLIC CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. [March,

CommontocaUfj of J&assacijwsms.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, in compli-
ance with an order of the two Houses, directing them to visit
and examine the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary, the
Massachusetts Lunatic Hospital, and the Massachusetts Asy-
lum for the Blind, have attended to that duty, and submit the
following

REPO R T:

Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary.
The committee visited this institution, and found it in excel-

lent condition. The house and premises were neat, well fur-
nished, and arranged in such manner as best to promote the
comfort and cure of the patients. The institution, as is well
known, is intended to afford gratuitous medical assistance to
indigent persons laboring under diseases of the eye and ear;
and it receives aid from the State in consideration of gratuitous
medical and surgical aid furnished to indigent citizens afflicted
with these diseases, which the ordinary medical practitioner,
especially in the country, does not feel adequate to treat.

During the past year, the whole number of patients admitted
was 980, of which 488 were males, 492 females. Of these,
423 were residents of the city of Boston, 557 were from with-
out the city ; but how many of the latter were residents in the
Commonwealth, the committee could not precisely ascertain,
though there is little doubt that they constituted a very large
proportion.

Of these 980 patients, 849 were mere out-door patients, who
applied at the infirmary for medical advice and medicines; and
131 were received into the infirmary, and there boarded during
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the continuance of their disease, or during the time necessary
for the performance of surgical operations.

It is mainly the benefit derived by this latter class, which, in
the opinion of the committee, constitutes the claim of the in-
stitution upon the bounty of the Commonwealth, since in places
of large population the advantages indirectly derived by medi-
cal men, from extensive opportunities of surgical practice, are
sufficient to induce them to establish infirmaries for diseases of
the eye and ear ; and benevolent persons are always ready to
contribute the small sum necessary for medicines and other in-
cidental expenses. Of this class of boarders. 92 were from
without the city of Boston, and the average duration of their
residence in the infirmary was four weeks and two days. No
means of ascertaining how many of these were unable to pay
were submitted to the committee, but there can be no doubt
that the majority were poor.

It seems to the committee, that if a certificate of indigence,
to he signed by the selectmen of the town whence the patient
comes, were required of each applicant, there would be greater
assurance of the bounty of the State reaching the poor and
needy.

The annual appropriation of $2OOO from the State treasury
to this institution, enables it to carry on its operations—the en-
tire expenses being only about $2,500. The committee, there-
fore, consider it just and proper that the State should have a
voice in the mode of distributing this sum, and they recom-
mend the passage of a resolve by the Legislature to the effect,
that in future the annual appropriation from the State treasury
shall be contingent upon such modification of their constitution
by the corporation, as shall admit of the appointment of six
directors by the governor and council in behalf of the State.

Massachusetts Lunatic Hospital.
This institution the committee also visited and ascertained

the condition of every inmate. They were happy to find, that
in all respects, its high character for order, cleanliness and gen-
eral excellence of management, is well deserved.

As the committee have made a special report on the condition



4 PUBLIC CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. [March, ’43.j

of the insane generally, in which they have alluded to the op-
erations of this institution, they will only add here that it merits
the continued care of the Commonwealth.

Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind.
The condition of the Asylum for the Blind, the committee

found, in every particular, most satisfactory. The inmates
appeared to be contented and happy, and in all respects, well
cared for. The various arrangements as to government, in-
struction, labor and recreation, so far as the committee are com-
petent to judge, are judicious ; and the proficiency of the bene-
ficiaries in acquiring knowledge and an acquaintance with
several useful and profitable branches of industry, under all the
disadvantages of their condition, was such as could only have
been the result of that skill and devotion to duty, which has,
from the first, justly recommended the superintendent to public
confidence and approbation.

The committee regard this as one of the most useful chari-
ties which has, at any time, received the aid of the Common-
wealth, and as eminently deserving the continuance of a liberal
support. It has been the means of imparting knowledge to
hundreds who, probably, would otherwise have remained in
ignorance, and of furnishing employment for lime which oth-
erwise would have been passed in idleness—and has thus proved
an obstacle to vice, while it has greatly alleviated the condition
of a class of our fellow-beings, than whom none are more or
better entitled to our sympathies and assistance.

For the committee,

F. R. GOURGAS, Chairman.


