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AN ACT
To guard the Right of Suffrage.

1 Sect. 1. Any person qualified to vote in any elec-
-2 tion where ballots are required by law, may deposit
3 his ballot in the ballot-box either folded or open.
1 Sect. 2. If any officer, or other person, at any
2 election where ballots are required by law, shall un-
-3 fold any ballot that shall be deposited folded, or shall
4 read or examine the contents of any ballot, while the
5 same is being deposited in the ballot-box, or shall, at
6 any time after an elector shall present himself at the
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Commonlucaltlj of Ittassartiitsettg.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, asfollows :
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7 polls and offer to vote, attempt to ascertain, without
8 the consent of said elector, for what candidate he is
9 about to vote, or has voted, or what ticket he is about

10 to deposit, or has deposited, such officer, or person so
11 offending, shall forfeit to the use of the town, for each
12 offence, the sum of twenty dollars.

1 Sect. 3. If any person shall, by intimidation,
2 threat, menace, or any corrupt means or device what-
-3 ever, attempt to deter or prevent any elector from de-
-4 positing his vote so folded as to conceal its contents,
5 such person so offending shall forfeit to the use of the
6 town a sum not exceeding twenty dollars.
1 Sect. 4. If more than one vote shall be deposited
2 in the ballot-box, by any person, at any one time of
3 balloting at any election, such ballots shall be rejected
4 from the count.


