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Selected according to the forms of the constitution, we have
assembled to take counsel for the good of the Commonwealth.
The right of choosing their own rulers, the most important
right that belongs to men as members of a political community,
is more perfectly enjoyed by the people of these United States,
than by any other portion of the human race.
Men have been struggling for it from the earliest ages.
Though at some periods, and in some countries, it has been
partially gained, by portions of the people, it was never fully
recognized, and freely enjoyed, until consummated by the American revolution.
The constitution, which is to guide and control our action,
was formed during that revolution. The men who made it
were among the actors in the great scenes of independence.
Before the noise of battle had ceased, or its smoke had passed
away, they did this work of peace. How well they did it,
time has shown.
That instrument proclaims the same great political truth, in
regard to the rights of man that is written in the declaration of
independence;—that “all men are born free and equal.” And
that truth, from the time of the adoption of our Constitution,
has been in practical operation in this Commonwealth. Since
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no human being has been held to involuntary servitude
within her borders.
Soon after its adoption, the highest judicial tribunal in the
State decided that slavery did not, and could not exist in Massachusetts. Indeed, there is reason to believe, that before the
existence of our Constitution, our highest court held the opinion, that the declaration of independence put an end to slavery

then,

in this State.
With this fact in relation to slaves and slavery, in her own
history, can it be a matter of surprise to any one, that her people at home, and their representatives in the Federal Government, should feel bound, by every consideration of justice and
humanity, to oppose the least extension of an institution which
they believe to be morally and politically wrong, and to exert
every power, consistent with their constitutional obligations to
the Union, to hasten the time when every human being in this
Republic shall enjoy “the inalienable right of life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.”
The political and civil equality of our citizens has always
been an admitted and cherished sentiment of the people of this
ancient Commonwealth. Though, at first, a pecuniary qualification for public officers and for voters was required, subsequent amendments have abolished all such qualifications in the
officers with two exceptions, and the possession of no amount of
property is now required to make a voter. One year’s residence
within the State and six months in the town, and the payment
by the citizen of the smallest state or county tax that may have
been assessed upon him, gives him the right of suffrage. The
Constitution and the laws know no distinction of persons.
They throw their protecting shield over the poorest and humblest, and restrain the arm of the proudest and strongest citizen.
This House of Representatives exhibits the amplest development of the democratic principle of any legislative assembly
upon the face of the earth. It admirably combines the principle of town and popular representation. Every incorporated
town in the State, with certain limitations—unfortunately, as
it seems to me, imposed by a recent amendment to the Constitution—has a right to a representative in this General Court.
—
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After that, the additional number is regulated by the number of
its inhabitants.
Most of the practical business of the people of the State, relating to public affairs, is transacted by themselves in their
town meetings. For all such purposes, every town is a pure,
simple democracy. These democracies are represented by men
of their own choice in the legislature of the State. This numerous representation in the popular branch, brings the representative into immediate contact with his constituents, keeps
him under the check of a direct responsibility, and, through
him, carries among the mass of the people a familiar acquaintance with the affairs and the working of their government, unknown to other systems. A distinguished statesman in another
part of the Union, pronounced this system the most perfect in
the world, and expressed his regret that it could not be adopted
in his own State. Here, it has justified the hopes ot its patriotic founders, and all are cheered with the belief that their enlightened and liberty-loving descendants will make it perpetual.
If the progress of a people in the various branches of industry, and their success in the numerous enterprises calculated
to improve their condition; if a laudable attention to intellectual and moral culture, and the advancement in literature, and
in the arts and sciences; if the promotion of general education
among all classes of people, at the public expense, and the
unrestrained liberty of conscience and the free enjoyment of
the Christian religion, professed indeed in many different forms,
but all inculcating piety towards God and honesty and good
will among men, are evidences of a happy form of government,
and of judicious legislation, the people of Massachusetts may
point to their past and present condition in support of their institutions.
She has by no means kept pace in the rapid increase in population with her younger sister States. But notwithstanding
there has been a constant flow of her people to the other States,
and her artists, her mechanics, her farmers and her professional
men, may be found in every part of the republic, her numbers
have been steadily increasing ever since she became an independent State. With about one third as many inhabitants as

6

GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS.

[Jan.

all the rest of New England, the increase of her population
from 1830 to 1840 was within a small fraction equal to the
whole of theirs. She has, at this time, more people to the
square mile of her territory than any State in the Union, or
Her territory occupies but a small
upon this continent.
space on the map of that country which now embraces twentysix free States, with nearly twenty millions of inhabitants;
but that territory, small as it is, furnished sixty-nine thousand
of the two hundred and twenty thousand soldiers who won
the victories of the Revolution.
Massachusetts lias at this time a capital invested in manufactures, of $42,000,000. The annual value of her manufactures is more than $80,000,000. With a hard and unyielding
soil, which gives to the husbandman nothing, but in return for
the most severe labor, her agricultural productions amount to
$15,000,000. As a commercial State, she is second in the
Union only to her neighbor New York, with her three millions of
people. The entire tonnage of the United Slates in 1841, was
2,230,744. Of this Massachusetts had 545,901. Her citizens
have nearly $12,000,000 invested in the fisheries, which is
more than twice as much as all the rest of the Union. Sixteen
thousand of her robust and manly sons are engaged in that
hazardous business, encountering the perils and hardships of
the ocean, bringing up treasures from its deep to adorn and
enrich the land. The United States had in the year before
mentioned 10,068 enrolled and registered seamen, 4,031 of this
number were our people.
With her 737,000 population, she receives annually, from the
other states of the confederacy, their products to the amount of
$40,000,000. Laying out of the estimate the value of domestic manufactures which are exported, and this sum equals onehalf of the products of this country, sold to all the rest of the
world. This single fact weighs down a volume of speculations
and theories, against the practical wisdom of that truly American system, recommended by Washington and sanctioned by
nearly all his successors in office, which encourages and protects thd labor of our own people, promotes a free interchange
of commodities between the different States, and creates a mar-
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ket for their productions, which could not be found in any other
country.
It appears by the statistical tables of the United States, that
she had 4 colleges, with 769 students; 251 academies and grammar schools, with 16,746 scholars, and 3,362 common and primary schools, with 160,258 scholars; 158,351 of whom are
educated at the public expense. We pay yearly nearly one
million of dollars for purposes of education. With all these
facilities for education, too many children are growing up among
us without receiving its blessings.
In a state where the right of suffrage is so nearly universal,
as it is here, and where every man, is a man, no youth should
be permitted to grow up in ignorance. It is much cheaper and
a thousand times more delightful, to cultivate and enlighten the
child, than to support and punish matured poverty and vice.
In their pursuits of gain, our citizens have not overlooked,
or neglected the claims of humanity. The provisions made
from year to year for the deaf and dumb, evince the benevolence of the Legislature towards that class of unfortunate ones.
The Eye and Ear Infirmary of this city, the Institution
for the Blind, and the flourishing and well conducted Asylums
for the Insane, are the brightest jewels of the Commonwealth.
The erection of houses of correction, where juvenile offenders
can be restrained and reformed by kindness, instead of being
lost in the infamy of the penitentiary, is alike the dictate of
wisdom and humanity.
In common with the rest of the civilized world, we have
shared largely in the fruits of the great moral temperance reformation which has distinguished the nineteenth century.
The numerous rail-roads leading from this.metropolis to different parts of the State, which have been constructed within the
last few years, by incorporated companies, aided by the credit
of the State, will, it is believed, be great public benefits. Compared with the monuments of folly and vanity of other times
and other countries, which have exhausted the treasures, without improving the condition of their down-trodden millions;
these will remain lasting memorials of the enterprise of our
citizens, and of the remarkable age in which we live. The city
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of Albany, the capital of the State of New York, at the distance of two hundred miles from this city, across the Green
Mountains, is brought within eleven hours travel of it.
Cars richly laden with the varied productions of the distant
West, are hourly rolling through the mountains and over the
vallies of our Commonwealth, and pouring those productions
into the heart of this growing city. What we witness here in
this respect is going on in most of the other States of this
Union. Stimulated by the spirit of the times, most of the
States have embarked largely, some of them quite too largely
in works of improvement. To accomplish their object, immense public debts have been incurred. Those revulsions
which have shaken the whole business world, have arrested the
progress of many of those works after great amounts had been
expended upon them, and lessened the income from others
which were completed. These, with other causes, have embarrassed several of the deeply indebted States, and rendered
them unable, for the time being, to meet their engagements.
Most of the State stocks being held by subjects and capitalists of foreign countries, the inability to meet their payments
promptly, has unfortunately affected injuriously the credit of
our whole country abroad. Not understanding clearly the distinct and independent character of our State governments, so
far as such things are concerned, strangers impute the fault of
the delinquent States to the whole country.
But the countenance which the doctrine of repudiation has
received in some of the States, has done more to excite alarm
in the minds of those who hold our stocks, and inflicted a
severer wound upon the honor and credit of the country than
every thing else. It is not strange that it should be so. If individuals refuse to pay their debts, the tribunals of all civilized
countries afford the means of redress against the wrong doer.
But when States refuse to fulfil their promises, the moral sense
of mankind is shocked at the enormity of the act, and there is
no remedy but an appeal to the sword. It is hardly possible to
believe that any State of this confederacy will persevere in the
purpose of getting rid of her debt at so dear a rate as the loss
of her character.
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Massachusetts by a direct interest in the works of improvelimits, and by lending her credit to others to
those
works, has incurred a debt a fraction over six
complete
millions of dollars.
She owns one million of stock, and for the balance is liable
for the several corporations which own the works, and for security for that liability she holds the pledge of the works themselves. As between her and the holders of her script, the debt
is her own. She will treat it as her own, and pay it as her
own. Under no possible circumstances will she attempt to
evade or put it off. For the payment of every dollar, principal
and interest, her word of honor is pledged. That word of honor will be kept. The holders of her promises to pay, whoever
they may be, and wherever they may be, may count upon those
promises as so much gold and silver.
I am sure that I am authorized by every member of this
Legislature, and by every citizen whom he represents, from
this high place, to make this declaration: Of her ability to pay
there is no more doubt than of her will to do so.
That tireless enterprise and sleepless industry which produce
one hundred millions of value annually, without the natural
resources of many of our sister states, will never leave her unable to pay her debts. If a requisition upon her people, in the
form, of a just and equal tax upon their property should be rendered necessary to fulfil her engagements, or defray the expense
of any beneficial, or authorized public object, it would be cheerfully and promptly met.
The records of her. past history must be blotted out, the
monuments of her former deeds must fall down and decay, before any of her authorities, or any of her citizens, shall refuse,
promptly and honestly, to pay the last dollar that she owes.
The propriety of laws enforcing a strict accountability in all
the officers of the government, and the duty of a strict economy in every branch of the public service, is too universally
known and admitted, to require a repetition. Economy in public affairs is by no means limited in its application, to the mere
amount of money expended in carrying on the government.
It is of the first importance to inquire for what purposes the
ment within her

2
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money of the people is expended, and the manner that those
who receive it perform their duty.
The rules and principles which govern a prudent and sagacious man in conducting his own matters, are properly applicable to public matters. Such a man will employ no more persons than are necessary to carry on his business with success.
When he fixes upon the number of persons, he then looks out
for the proper persons to do his business. He will then give
them such a compensation as will be a just reward for their
labor, and will be likely to secure such services as long as he
may need them. Public offices are public trusts, created for the
benefit of the whole people, and not for the benefit of those
who may fill them.
There should be no more offices in the state than the public
good demands. Suitable and proper persons should be appointed to fill them, and their duties ought to be clearly defined by
law. The pay attached to all offices should be such as to secure
competent men to fill them with ability and honor. He who,
at their request, serves the public faithfully, has a right to a
just compensation for his services. When appointed to the post,
the officer should be held to a personal discharge of his trust.
If the pay is too large, selfishness, stimulated by the lust of
gain, will adroitly seize upon the place, to the exclusion of
honesty, ability and fidelity. If it is too small, meritorious indigence will be shut out of public employment, and the wealthy
only will fill the places of trust; or the reckless and unprincipled will gain them, with the hope of making up the deficiency
of pay, by plundering the public.
The principle laid down by Mr. Jefferson, and repeated by
many who have succeeded him, but generally neglected in
practice, that public officers should be fully protected in the enjoyment of their opinions, and in the exercise of the elective
franchise, but restrained from partisan interference in politics,
experience has shown to be a sound one. If fairly carried out,
it would not only be beneficial to the officer, but it would have
a tendency to secure a right discharge of his official duties. As
a matter of policy, a public servant could in no way reflect so
much honor upon those who appointed him, or do so much
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credit to his party, as by honestly fulfilling the appropriate duties of his office.
With our numerous representation, perhaps there is no one
mode by which so much economy in the public expenses could
be attained, as by shortening the sessions of the Legislature.
This is a matter entirely within your control, and with great
respect I make the suggestion. I would by no means have you
neglect or pass with improper haste any of the appropriate business of legislation.
It seems to me that a careful observer of the course of things
in this country, will bo impressed with the idea, that too much
legislation, both in the States and in Congress, is one of the
prominent evils of the times. Simplicity, certainty, and stability in the laws which give title to the property, and regulate
the business intercourse of the citizens of a State, are of very
great importance. Frequent changes in existing laws, are
constantly defeating these objects, and rendering the business
transactions of men, and the tenure of their property, uncertain.
Every new law, and every alteration of an old one, sows the
seeds of litigation in the community. And the conflicting interests. and disturbed passions of men, will generally insure a
plentiful harvest.
A reference to the number of cases in the late volumes of our
own reports, which arise upon the statute laws of the State,
will throw light upon this subject.
The practice of discussing subjects, in the assemblies of the
States, that appropriately belong to the national legislature—which has increased within the last few years—tends very
much to disturb the harmony of local legislation, as well as to
protract their sessions and increase the expenses of the States.
The members of Congress from a State, and the members of a
State legislature, are chosen by the same constituency, but for
very different objects. Upon the common and ordinary subjects of legislation, it is difficult to understand how the one can
properly interfere with the duties of the other. If this practice continues to increase, there is reason to fear the effect will
be to lessen the already diminished weight and dignity of the
States, and build up and strengthen the central power at Wash-
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It cannot be denied by those who have carefully
watched the progress of such things, that the action of State
legislatures on exciting political topics often have their origin
at the seat of the general government, and are designed to accomplish some party purpose there. The danger of such a
course is that, in times of high party agitation, the Slate legislatures will sink from the lofty position which, in our complicated and beautiful system of government, they ought to occupy,
and become the mere outposts of a great central political encampment in the District of Columbia. Would it not be safer
and wiser, for the State assemblies to confine their discussions
and action to matters which properly belong to them, and leave,
all national questions of ordinary legislation to those who are
chosen by the people to conduct them.
There are occasions and subjects upon which it is the right
and the duty of the state legislatures to speak, though action in
the first instance may belong to Congress. Questions which
involve some great interests, or the constitutional and reserved
powers of the states, or the liberty of their citizens, are of this
character. When, upon such questions, and such occasions,
they send up their opinions, properly expressed, to the great
council of the nation, they should go up as the united, solemn
voice of the people of the State, uttered through their representatives. Under such circumstances, the opinion of a state, expressed with dignity by its constitutional organ, would be
respected by those to whom it should be addressed.

ington.

A sense of official duty impels me to invite your attention to
that part of an act, passed at the last session of our Legislature,
entitled “an act establishing the salaries of certain officers,”
which reduces the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme Judicial Court.
I do this without regard to the competency of those salaries
before, or since their reduction, and solely upon constitutional
grounds. Has the Legislature the constitutional power to reduce the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme Judicial Court
below the amount at which they were established by law at
the time when they were appointed and accepted of their offices?
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This is a question of deep interest to the people of this ComIt should be met and discussed with calmness.
Let the constitution speak for itself. The twenty-ninth article
of the bill of rights says, “it is essential to the preservation of
the rights of every individual, his life, liberty, property and
character, that there be an impartial interpretation of the laws
and administration of justice. It is the right of every citizen
to be tried by judges as free, impartial, and independent as the
lot of humanity will admit.”
It is therefore not only the best policy, but for the security of
the rights of the people , and of every citizen that the Judges of
the Supreme Court should hold their offices as long as they
behave themselves well—and that they should have honorable
salaries ascertained and established by standing laws.” In the
13th article of the Ist section of the 2d chapter, it is declared
that permanent salaries shall also be established by law for
the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court. And if it should be
found that any of the salaries aforesaid, so established, are insufficient, they shall, from time to time, be enlarged as the General
Court shall judge proper.” By the established laws of the
Commonwealth, in full force when the present excellent and
learned judges of that court were appointed, the salary of the
chief justice was fixed at $3500, and the associate justices at
$3OOO each. Can comment or argument make the intention
and meaning of the clear minded authors of that instrument,
more obvious or certain than it is made by their own implicit

monwealth.

,

“

“

language?

The article in the bill of rights which has been quoted, declares that it is the right of every citizen to be tried by judges
as free, impartial and independent as the lot of humanity will
admit.” The freedom impartiality and independence of the
judges was the object to be secured. And this object was to
be attained for the security of the life liberty , property and
character of the citizen.
It then names the means of accomplishing this important
end. And they are two: First, the judges “shall hold their
offices as long as they behave themselves well;” and secondly,
they shall have honorable salaries ascertained and established
“

,

,

“
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by standing laws.” It is quite apparent that either of these
means alone would have been of very little worth towards accomplishing the end. Are judges dependent upon another department of the government for their appointment, and the
amount of their pay from year to year, as independent in the
sense of the bill of rights, as they would be if they held their
offices as long as they behaved themselves well, and had salaries established by law, beyond the control of that other department, during their continuance in office? The lot of
humanity must be changed before this question can be answered in the affirmative. The word honorable qualifies the amount
of the salary. The terras ascertained and established by standing laws, if they have any definite meaning, would seem to
distinguish what their authors intended to do for the judges,
from the uncertain mode of paying them by fees and perquisites, from leaving the amount of their compensation to be settled by the Legislature, from year to year, and providing for
them a permanent support.
The provision in the 2d chapter shows what was intended
by salaries ascertained and established by standing laws, by
saying that permanent salaries shall be established by law for
the Justices of the Supreme Judicial Court.”
It is sometimes said that, if the legislature have the power to
raise the salaries of the judges, they also have the power to
reduce them.
However plausible this argument might have been, if the
constitution had been silent about it, it loses all its force when
it is shown that an express power is given to increase them
when it shall be found that those established are insufficient.
In such a case they are to I! be enlarged as the General Court
shall judge proper. ’ if the cautious and far-seeing men who
framed that instrument, intended to confer upon the Legislature
the power to reduce as well as to enlarge the judges salaries,
what possible reason can be given why they did not say so.
In the 3d article of the 6th chapter,
power is given to the
Legislature, from time to time, to increase such qualifications
as to property of the persons to be elected to offices, as the circumstances of the Commonwealth shall require.”
“

“
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From this express power, given to increase the property
qualifications of the officers named, can the right to reduce
them be argued 1 It is believed no such argument has ever
been put forth. An amendment to the constitution has subsequently abolished those qualifications. More than sixty different Legislatures have discharged their high official functions
under the authority of our time-honored constitution, and no
one of that number in all the revolutions of parties, except
the one assembled during the last year, have ever exercised
such a power as we are now discussing. The existing judges
were appointed under the constitution, to hold their offices as
long as they should behave themselves well. They accepted
their appointments to their responsible and laborious offices
with the knowledge that their salaries were ascertained and
established by standing laws. The plain language of that
sacred instrument was before them ; and the uniform and unquestioned construction of all parties, and of every legislature,
for more than three score years, had declared their salaries to
be permanent. Can those salaries, or any part of them, now
be taken from those judges without violating the good faith of
the State? Can the independence of the judges of that important tribunal, which is a separate department of your government, be shaken, without disregarding that vital article in the
bill of rights, which declares that it is the right of every citizen to be tried by judges as free impartial and independent as
the lot of humanity will admit.”
The importance of an impartial interpretation of the laws
and administration of justice, by independent judges, was not
over estimated by our discreet and patriotic fathers. They
held that the rights of the citizen required the independence of
the judge. They engraved it upon the tablet of their constitution, that it was “not only the best policy, but for the security
of the rights of the people and of every citizen, that the Judges
of the Supreme Court should hold their offices as long as they
behaved themselves well, and that they should have honorable salaries established by law;” that they should have
permanent salaries. The law under consideration, in effect,
proclaims, that those salaries declared by the constitution to be
::

,

,
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established and permanent shall be held at the pleasure of the
legislative department of the government, and be reduced at
their will. One of the most illustrious statesmen of our country,
in a commentary upon the constitution of the United States, in
discussing the judiciary department, says, “in the general
course of human nature, a power over a man’s subsistence, is a
power over his will, and we can never hope to see realized in
practice, the complete separation of the judicial from the legislative power in any system, which leaves the former dependent
for pecuniary resources on the occasional grants of the latter.”
,

All history attests the truth and justice of his remark.
The question before us is not so much what the constitution
should be, as what it is. If its existing provisions deny to the
Legislature the power to take away the salaries of the judges,
it is the supreme law of the State, and the Legislature must
bow to it with reverence until it is changed by the power which
made it.
There can be no citizen in Massachasetts who would consent
to save a few hundred dollars per annum at so costly a sacrifice as a violation of the constitution. Such would be a false
economy ; an economy dangerous and fatal to liberty. What
would be said of the prudence and economy of a farmer, who,
to save the expense of a dozen rods of fence, would throw open
his rich and half grown field of corn to the ravages of his own
and his neighbor’s cattle ? By one such act of folly, he would
destroy the fruits of his labor for months, and blast the hopes
of his harvest.
Unsettle and subvert the laws of the State, which protect the
person and secure the property of the citizen; throw down
the pillars of the constitution, which mark and define the limits
of Legislative power; leave every question to the impulses
and excitements of the day, and what would property be
worth? What would life itself be worth in such a state of
things? These views upon this momentous subject have been
frankly presented to you, and I now submit it to your grave
and candid consideration.
The people of all free governments will be divided into political parties. The security of liberty is increased by such
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divisions. Differences of opinion upon measures best calculated
to promote the public good, lead to discussion, and discussion
leads to the discovery of truth. But the members of different
parties should remember, that they are all brethren of the same
family. That they have one country to serve, and that one
destiny awaits them. All are interested alike in the cause of
freedom and human rights, all are alike affected by bad laws,
and all receive the benefit of just and wise measures. The
author of the declaration of independence when officially addressing the two great political parties of his time, said !C we
are all republicans, we are all federalists.” If the sentiment
of this passage could be generally diffused into the minds of
our fellow citizens, it would modify the excess of political feelings, and tame the fierce spirit of struggling partisans.
When the open and manly champions of equal and just laws,
sink into the designing advocates of party, and the divided
masses range themselves under their selfish leaders, and forget
their true interest in their zeal for a petty triumph over their
opposing brethren, the morals of the community suffer, and
liberty itself is endangered. A spirit of liberality and forbearance towards those of our fellow citizens who differ from us in
opinion, whilst it involves no sacrifice of principle on our part,
would give them evidence of our sincerity, and open their
minds to hear our arguments.
If when parties gain power, they would wield that power for
the benefit of the whole people, by the support of wise and
moderate measures, they would disarm, at least, the reasonable
part of their adversaries, and manifest to the world the truth of
their professions when striving for the ascendency. A majority
which uses its power for mere party purposes, and disregards
the interests and tramples on the rights of the minority, is a
despotism. It is no less odious and oppressive because it is
wielded by many instead of one hand.
And a minority, which, by all the means it can devise, misrepresents, embarrasses, and thwarts the measures of a majority, because they are the measures of a majority, is a faction.
High professions of patriotism, and regard for the people’s
O
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rights, will not change the real character of parties which act
upon such principles.
Having been, by the favor of a portion of my fellow citizens,
for several years employed in another branch of the public
service, I am not so familiar with the details of the affairs of
the Commonwealth, as to enable me to treat of them in this
address. The state of the treasury has been laid before you by
the report of the treasurer.
Should the public interest require any subject from the executive department to be laid before you during the session, it
will be done by special communication.
The balance claimed to be due from the general government
to this state and the state of Maine, for money expended in the
public defence during the late war with Great Britain, has not
yet been paid. The claim long since passed through the proper accounting offices, and is believed to rest on the same principles upon which allowances for similar claims have been made
to other states, and needs only an act of appropriation to do us
justice. It is hoped that justice may be done during the present session of Congress.
We are instructed by our bill of rights, that “a frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of the constitution, and
a constant adherence to those of piety, justice, moderation, temperance, industry and frugality, are absolutely necessary to preserve the advantages of liberty and to maintain a free government ; and that the people have a right to require of their lawgivers and magistrates an exact observance of them, in the formation and execution of the laws necessary for the good administration of the Commonwealth.
The constitution itself makes it
the duty of the Legislature and magistrates,’ among other things, “to cherish the interests of literature and the sciences, and all seminaries of them,
especially the University at Cambridge, public schools and
gramrnai schools in the towns, to encourage private societies
and public institutions, rewards and immunities for the promotion ol agriculture, arts, and sciences, commerce, trades, manufactures, and a natural history of the country, to countenance
and inculcate the principles of benevolence, public and private
“
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charity, industry, and frugality, honesty and punctuality in
their dealings, sincerity, good humor, and all social affections,
and generous sentiments among the people.”
Legislators of Massachusetts, —these are the high and noble
purposes for which this government was instituted. They bear
the impress of the great men who formed, and the brave and
patriotic people who adopted, the constitution in which they are
written. They are purposes worthy the attention of the representatives of an enlightened Commonwealth. To carry them
forward you are clothed with the power of making laws. The
successive Legislatures which have followed each other during
two entire generations of men, have made those principles the
how far they tranlandmarks, to guide their official
scend in reason and dignity the narrow and selfish purposes of
party policy.
Few, if any communities, in the history of the human race,
have, for the same period of time, enjoyed more uninterruptedly the highest degree of personal, civil and religious liberty
allotted to man on earth, and more firmly advanced in those
improvements which ornament and elevate society, than have
the people of Massachusetts. May we not cherish the hope,
that under the blessings of Providence, those sacred institutions will continue to have a salutary and controlling influence over the minds and hearts of the present and future generations.
With profound gratitude to the Supreme Ruler of the world
for the mercies of the past year, and for the liberal and wise
institutions which he has caused to come down unimpaired to
us from our fathers, and invoking that wisdom which he gave
to their councils to guide our deliberations, let us enter upon
the duties assigned us.
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