
SENATE......No. 3.

Land Office Jan. 10, 1844,

To the Hon. Josiah Quincy, Jun.
President of the Senate.

I have the honor herewith to transmit my report of proceed-
ings in the Land Department the past year ; and request that
you will be pleased to lay the same before the Legislature.

With great respect,

Your obedient Servant,

GEO. W. COFFIN,

Land Agent.
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To the Honorable Senate, and the Honorable House of Repre-
sentatives, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

Gentlemen,—The several resolves relating to the subject of
the Commonwealth’s lands in the State of Maine, providing for
making roads, surveying townships, and other duties connected,
with the management of our interest in said lauds, have been
duly attended to the past summer and autumn, ; viz.—A re-
solve passed the twenty-second day of March eighteen hun-
dred and forty-three, directing a road to be opened and made
running northerly from township Letter G, on the Aroostook
river, in the second range of townships, west of the east line of
the State of Maine, in the most direct and best route for a road
to the river Saint John. And also for surveying the lines of
townships in the seven ranges west of said east line, and ex-
tending the same northerly to the river Saint John. Also, a
resolve passed the twenty-sixth day of February, eighteen hun-
dred and forty-two, authorizing a road to be made through
township B, in the first range of townships, being a continu-
ance of the old road, so as to connect the travel with the road
before named. And also a resolve, passed the twenty-fourth
day of March last, providing for the appointment of commis-
sioners for locating sundry grants, and settling the claims of
settlers on the territory which has been decreed and finally de-
termined, by the late treaty at Washington, to be within our
rightful limits. By this last-mentioned resolve it is provided,
that the Land Agent is to pay the commissioners the amount
of their account, when the same shall have been audited by the
Governor and Council. But as the commissioners appointed in
pursuance of said resolve could not proceed to execute their du-
ties under said commission without some pecuniary advances,
I have advanced them on account, from time to time, such
sums of money as appeared to be necessary to enable them to
accomplish their undertaking.
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The road through Letter B was accomplished in part last
year, and has been completed this. That from Letter G, on
the Aroostook river, has been surveyed, opened, and made, this
year, through to the river Saint John, extending through town-
ships G, H, I, L, and M, in the most suitable direction, and
over the best land that could be found for making a permanent
and convenient avenue for the accommodation of travellers.—
The work has been accomplished in a manner most likely to be
conducive to the great interests and public convenience of
that section of the State for which it was intended and design-
ed, and with as much economy as it is possible for such distant
operations to be executed, where constant supervision is so ne-
cessarily required. This road secures the advantage of a con-
venient avenue for the increased and increasing intercourse be-
tween Houlton, the shire town of the county of Aroostook.and
the extensive settlements on the northern frontier of Maine,
called the Madawaska and Fish River settlements.

Wo have also caused the tract of land in the seven eastern
ranges of townships lying north of, and adjoining, the former
surveys, and extending northerly to the river Saint John, to be
surveyed into townships of about six miles square, or as nearly
so as the nature of the country would admit, being equal to
about thirteen full townships. At the same time, while the
surveyor was measuring the external lines of said townships,
an experienced lumberman was employed to accompany the
surveying party, and explore the internal resources of each
township. The field books of the survey, accompanied with a
plan of the premises,— also with a report of the explorers de-
scribing each township, quantity of timber, quality of the soil,
and the navigable or boatable waters connected therewith, are
returned to this office, and placed on the files, for the inspec-
tion of all persons who may wish to be acquainted with the
probable and relative value of each tract.

By the third article of the late treaty at Washington, it is
provided as follows, viz.—‘ In order to promote the interests,
and encourage the industry, of all the inhabitants of the coun-
tries watered by the river Saint John and its tributaries—wheth-
er living within the State of Maine or the Province of New
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Brunswick —it is agreed that where, by the provisions of the
present treaty, the river Saint John is declared to be the line
of boundary, the navigation of said river shall be free and open
to both parties, and shall in no way be obstructed by either;
that all the produce of the forest in logs, lumber, timber,
boards, staves or shingles,—or of agriculture, not being manu-
factured, grown on any of those parts of the Stale of Maine
watered by the river St. John or by its tributaries, of which fact
reasonable evidence shall, if required, be produced, —shall have
free access into and through the said river and its tributaries,
having their source within the State of Maine, to and from the
seaport at the mouth of the said river, either by boats, rafts, or
other conveyance, that, when within the Province of New
Brunswick, the said produce shall be dealt with as if it were
the produce of said province, &c. &c.

The largest portion of the territory on the upper Saint John, or
more properly speaking, the most valuable portion of said ter-
ritory, is the joint property of this Commonwealth and the State
of Maine, and in its present uncultivated situation the value
principally consists in its growth and abundance of pine tim-
ber, which, according to the provision contained in the article
of the treaty, here recited, can be hauled and floated to the
market at the city of Saint John, and from thence can be shipped
in British vessels to Europe or the West Indies. But as the
freight on timber to foreign ports is of necessity very high on
account of its bulk, no timber, except it be large and sound,
can be shipped without great loss. Owing to this fact, the
operators in the woods will not cut any but the largest, sound-
est and best trees, if they can avoid it. In the course of the
lumbering business, however, in consequence of hidden defects
and other causes not easily obviated, a considerable amount of
unsound and refuse timber must necessarily find its way to the
city of Saint Johns, and from the fact before stated, not being
wanted, it is nearly worthless. So far therefore as regards the
best quality of timber, the provisions of said treaty operates
greatly to our advantage, but as regards the coarse or defective
and refuse qualities, it offers no inducement, as there is no
market that will remunerate the operator for its removal, cx.-
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cept it be admitted into the States free of duty. Under the
existing tariffof the United States, lumber is subjected to a
duty of twenty per centum advalorem, which amounts to a
prohibition to its being brought here.

The value of that territory to the States of Maine and Massa-
chusetts, would be greatly enhanced if the pine lumber from
Saint John’s river was admitted into our ports free of duty—for
in that case a large amount of timber now standing in the for-
est of Maine, could be removed to a valuable market, and would
immediately increase the demand for timber and soil. The
treasury of the United States can never be benefited by exact-
ing a duty, as nothing of the lumber kind can afford to pay
even a small charge. It appears to me therefore, that the re-
quest would be reasonable, and no more than exact justice that
we should have a right secured to us of bringing our own pro-
duce from our own soil, without being subject to any exaction
whatever, even, if in its transit it necessarily passes through a
foreign territory. It is true if the timber is hewn in the State
of Maine, and brought to our ports in that shape without alter-
ation, no duties are required, but to bring lumber in that cum-
bersome form, would be more expensive than even the required
duty. The grand falls on the Saint Johns, and the falls at the
mouth of the Aroostook river, both being within the limits of
New Brunswick, the timber must of necessity be taken into the
British province before it can be manufactured into boards, &c.

I understand some individuals having an interest in that
region, are about to petition Congress, praying that pine lumber
owned by American citizens, cut on American soil, and brought
in American vessels, may be admitted free of duty. It seems
to me the interest in this question to this Commonwealth and
the State of Maine, is of sufficient magnitude to induce some
effort on our part for the accomplishment of the same object.

Last year the General Assembly of the province of New
Brunswick, passed a bill laying a duty on all timber exported
to foreign countries, but it was not approved by (he home gov-
ernment. It is now said that it will be again renewed the
present winter with a prospect of better success: should this be
the case, it will become of the utmost importance that all imped-
iments to its being brought here should be removed.
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The order from the Secretary at War last autumn, for re-
moving the troops from forts Fairfield and Kent, and especially
from the last named post, surprised and astonished every one
who was acquainted with the importance of having a small
force established and maintained on that frontier, inhabited as
it is mostly by neutral French, a harmless race of citizens, of
primitive manners and customs, who seem to require more than
ordinary guardianship, that they may be protected against the
insults and assaults of borderers not always of the most civil
class. To remedy the evil as far as is in our power, we have
thought it an incumbent duty upon us not to leave the country
entirely without care, and accordingly we have placed General
John Webber for the present at Fish river, as a supervisor over
that district. He is a discreet, careful and exemplary man,
well calculated to calm the furious passions of men, to protect
the needy, and if occasion requires further and more belligerent
measures, to advise us without delay, that such remedy may
be afforded as circumstances may demand.

The farm at Fish River, on which the buildings at that post
are erected, belongs to the States of Massachusetts and Maine,
and was leased by us to the United Slates for the purposes of
defence, so long as the United States might require it for said
purpose; and when no longer wanted, to be delivered up to us,
with all the improvements thereon. A very considerable ex-
penditure has been made, and some good buildings erected on
said farm, which may be usefully applied to the comfort and
accommodation of any person or persons who may hereafter be
stationed at the mouth of Fish River.

During the past year there has been sold six tracts of land,
containing sixty-one thousand one hundred and thirty-seven
acres. Consideration received therefor, viz: cash advanced,
twelve thousand five hundred and thirty-five dollars and eight
cents ; and notes deposited in the treasury payable in one to six
years, with interest annually, amounting to fifty thousand one
hundred and forty-six dollars and twenty-eight cents; the ag-
gregate of sales amounting to the sum of sixty-two thousand
six hundred and eighty-one dollars and thirty-six cents, as will
appear by the account hereto annexed. And there has been a
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considerable amount received for timber cut on the public lands,
under licenses to sundry persons, amounting to the sum of six-
teen thousand one hundred and four dollars and eighty-eight
cents. There remains yet due from this source a considerable
amount not yet paid over, but will be realized shortly ; except
what is due on some bonds given for timber, cut on the public
lands on the river Saint John in 1840-41, 3T et remain uncan-
celled, in consequence of the timber having been seized by the
authorities of the Province of New Brunswick, and suffered to
pass only on the payment, or securing to be paid eight shillings
currency, or one hundred and sixty cents per ton. The amount
therefore, which would have been punctually paid to us, has
been diverted from its proper channel, and gone into the treas-
ury of the Province of New Brunswick. The obligors on said
bonds, rely, or have relied to a liquidation of these claims,
under the provisions contained in the fifth article of the late
treaty negotiated at Washington, and are waiting the issue
provided for by said article ; but nothing has been received, and
how that affair rests at Washington, I have not been able to
learn satisfactorily.

I have the honor herewith to annex an account of the receipts
and disbursements of this department the past year, and which
is most respectfully submitted.

Land Office, January IC)th, 1844

GEORGE W. COFFIN, Land Agent.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo. W.
Coffin, Land Agent, -----------Dr.

1843 I 1
Jan. 7,|To half the amount of sundry bills paid at

Forts Fairfield and Kent, viz:—
« 7JJ.W. Frost, - No. 21, 1 $6 50
“ 7,|Samuel Morrison, -

“ 22, 145 10
“ 7,;Z. Ingersoll, -

“ 23, 67 69
“ 7,1 Do. -

“ 24, 1 507 84
“ 7,| Do. ....

“ 25,| 49 12
“ 7, John B. Wings, ...

“ 26, 214 43
“ 7,{ Do. “ 27, 58 39
“ 7,!Stover Hines, ...

“ 28, 1300 54
“ 7,1 Do. ... -

« 29, 112 24
“ 7,1 Do. ....

« 30, 20 70
“ 7,! Do. ... -

“ 31, 11 51
“ 7, Do. - -

-

“ 32, 374 54
“ 7,1 Amount of hill of supplies, -

“ 33, 64 62
“ 7,1D0. do. -

“ 34. 1042 36
“ 7, Do. do. -

“ 35, 528 44
4504 02

“ 7, To half amount Wm. P. Parrott’s bill, sur-
j veying 12 Townships of land—No. 36, 1084 26

Feb. 3, (T0 cash paid advertising lands in the Ban-
j gor Democrat, - - - No. 37, 200

Mir. 2,1T0 cash paid advertising lands in the Ban-
j gor Daily Whig, - - No. 38, 662

“ 10,|Tocash paid Edward A. Snelling for writing
! and attendance in the Land Office and
! Library, December to March, No. 39, 120 00

126 62
April 1, To services as Land Agent from Ist January

to Ist April, 1843, - 300 00
May 6, To cash paid D. Paiker’s bill, surveying lots

j in Township 9, range 5, - No. 40, 20 00
“ 10, To cash paid expense of journey into the

i State of Maine, - 62 27
“ 31, To cash paid Samuel C. Allen, commissioner

i under the treaty of Washington, on ac-
count supplies, &c. - - No. 41, 400 00

482 27
June 22, To cash paid Edward A. Snelling—No. 42, 78 00
July 22, To cash paid expense of journey into the

State of Maine, - 74 89
“ 31, To cash paid sundry bills for surveying tim-

ber in the woods, viz:—
“ 31, John H. Shaw, half amount bill—No. 43, 63 31
“ 31, John Libby, “ “ 44, 79 25
“ 31,(William Howard, “ “ 45, 208 41
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo. W.
Coffin, Land Agent ,

-
-- -- -- -- -- Dr.

1843
July 31, Richard Lord, half amount bill—No. 40, 105 25
“ 31, S. Abbott, “ “ 47, 100 00
“ 31, Richard Lord, “ “ 48, 20 57
“ 31, P. D. Hathorne, “ “ 49, 72 22
“ 31, S. Abbot, “ “ 50, 17 10
“ 3l,|lra Pitman, “ « 51, 600
“ 31,[ Do. “ “ 52, 16 76
“ 31,1 Do. “ “ 53, 12 00
“ 31, A. B. Weed, “ “ 54, 10 00
“ 31,|Ira Wallace, “ “ 55, 20 37

737 24
“ 31, To cash paid J. W. Tabor for fees, suit

[ against E. Dow for trespass, No. 56, 1 75
“ 31, To cash paid Philander Coburn, bill looking

{ after trespassers, - No. 57, 18 00
“ 31, To cash paid John B. Wing, half his bill,

sundries at Port Fairfield,
"

- No. 58, 341 94
361 69

“ 31,jT0 cash paid one half of sundry bills for
I making the East Aroostook road, viz:—

“ 31,jJ. &J. True, - - - No. 59, 183 76
“ 31,|Joshua Norwood, -

“ 60, 750
“ 31,j.1. &J. True & Co. “ 61, 29 37
“ 31, John Rollins, -

“ 62, 750
“ 3l,jSamuel Shepard, ...

“ 63, 35 00
“ 31,iJ. &J. True & Co. -

“ 64, 340 70
“ 31, John Rollins, -

« 65, 300 00
“ 31 , .1. &J. True &. Co. “ 66, 149 73
“ 31,jJohn Rollins, -

“ 67,1 500
“ 31,|Charles Cobb, advertising, -

“ 68, 50'
1059 06

“ 31, To cash paid Wm. W. Parrott on account,surveying Townships of land—No. 69, 50 00'
“ 31, J. &J. True & Co., supplies, -

“ 70, 79 14)
“ 31,|Noah Barker, exploring, “ 7], X 2 gg
“ 31,T0 cash paid Z. Ingersoll’s order in favor oflA. C. Ingersoll, No. 72, 206 28j

347 92
Aug. 2, To cash paid Samuel Jones, commissioner,on account services, &c. - No. 72£, 250 002, cash paid Samuel C. Allen, commissioner,

I on account services, &c. - No. 72|, 700 003, To cash paid Wm. Howard’s bill, measuring

D
tiSbe.r ;

TT
-

- T . - No. 73°, 27 24ny David Haynes, and seizing and securingI logs cut on Township No. 5, rangei 7» . " “
‘ -

- No. 74, 25 00
4, To cash paid half amount Prince & Green-

| ough’s bill, hauling supplies for the East
. Aroostook road, No. 75, 144 39



1844.] SENATE—No. 3. 11

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo. W.
Coffin, Land Agent. - -- -- -- -- -- Dr.

1843 1
Auo-. 4, Silas Barnard’s order, do. - No. 76, 50 00
“

° 4,! John Rollins order, do. -

“ 77, 50 00
“ 4, Ichabod Foster, -

“ 78, 10 00
1256 63

“ 8, To cash paid expense of journey to Pe-
nobscot and Aroostook rivers, - - 122 03

“ 8, To cash paid into the Treasury, No. 79, 3960 59
“ 10, Do. do. “ 80, 3342 37
“ 22, To cash paid John Webber, commissioner,

on account services, &c. - No. 81, 300 00
“ 22, To cash paid into the Treasury, “ 82, , 3120 00

10,722 96
Sept. 6,Do. do. “ 83, 1092 00
“ 6,To amount of sundry notes delivered into

the Treasury, - - - No. 84, 27,453 96
“ 22, To cash paid Edward A. Snelling, “ 85, 78 00

28,623 96
Oct. 7,To cash paid D. Parker’s bill, surveying lots

j in Township No. 3, range 5, No. 86, 177 50
“ 10,To cash paid Z. Ingersoll, balance his ac-

-1 count for surveying timber, - No. 87, 602 72
“ 12,|T0 cash paid expense of journey to Pe-

nobscot, ----- 97 10
“ 14,T0 cash paid into the Treasury, No. 88, 5389 23‘
“ 14,|T0 amount of sundry notes delivered into

j Ihe Treasury, - No. 89, 22,692 32
“ 17,jT0cash paid D. Parker onaccount, surveying

j lots inTownship No. 4, range 4—-No. 90, 100 00
29,058 87

Nov. 7, To cash paid Samuel Jones on account, of
[ services as Commissioner, - No. 91, 170 00

“ 21,T0 cash paid D. Parker, balance his bill
j surveying Township 4, range 4—No. 92, 154 00

“ 23,|T0 cash paid into the Treasury, “ 93, 1332 61
1656 61

Dec. 18,jTo cash paid Edward A. Snelling’s bill, to
| the 10th inst., - No. 94, 78 00

“ 20, To cash paid Samuel Jones, commissioner,
j on account, - No. 95, 50 00i

“ 22jTo cash paid Samuel C. Allen’s drafts in
favor of Levi Bradley, - No. 96, 217 43

“ 31, To cash paid sundry postage for the year
1843, 10 43

1844 355 86
Jan. 10, To cash paid into the Treasury, balance in

my hands, - No. 97, 198 51

$81,153 40
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in account with Geo. W.
Coffin, Land Agent, - -- -- -- -- -- Cr.

1843
Jan. 7, By half the amount received of J. W. Stinch-

field for sale of property in his hands, - $S 00
“ 7, By half the amount of sundry accounts, viz :
“ 7, Sales at Fish River, per account, B. 889 50
“ 7, Sales at Port Fairfield, ----- D. 38 25
“ 7, Sales made by Stover Rines, - - - - G. 748 68
“ 7, Sales made by J. B. Wing, - - - - H. 117 73
“ 7, Half amouflt collections made by Z. Ingersoll, per

account, - -- -- -- J. 570 00
June 1, By amount sales to Samuel Smith, part of Townships

No. 10 and No. 11, range 7, - - - 22,356 00
Aug. 1, By amount sales S. E. qr. No. 7, range 14, 3034 00

1, N. W. qr. No. 5, range 15, 4105 30
1, Township No. 6, range 15, 14,326 10

“ 15, By amount sales to Thomas F. Gould, the East half
of No. 13, range 7, 11,959 96

Sept. 1, By amount sales to Benjamin Dyer, the undivided
half of the East half of Township No. 3,
range 3, 6900 00

Dec. By amount received of sundry persons for timber cut
on the public lands, 16,104 88

$81,153 40

Land Office, Boston, 10th January, 1844.

GEO. W. COFFIN, Land Agent.


