
SENATE No. 5.

To His Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable the Coun-
cil of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

The several reports of the different officers, more imme-
diately connected with the concerns of the prison, are such as
to render it unnecessary, were it practicable, for the inspectors
to add any thing to what is therein communicated.

On looking back on the leading events of the past year, the
mind naturally falls upon the tragical and much lamented
death of the late warden, Mr. Lincoln. Cut down as he was
in the midst of his years, in the strength and vigor of life,
by the hand of violence, severing at once a thousand tender
ties, may be regarded as one of those dark and mysterious dis-
pensations of Providence, which we cannot now understand
and may not inquire into. In this calamity, and in all its
painful incidents, we deeply and feelingly sympathise with the
bereaved and afflicted family.

It is but a just tribute to the memory of Mr. Lincoln, to say
that by his mild and equable temper, his natural energy of
character, and his long and varied experience in the office he
held till his death, he was eminently qualified for its arduous
and difficult duties. But we are happy to believe, that the
loss sustained by the prison, by the violent and untimely death
of the late warden, is fully made up by the faithful and de-
voted services of his successor, Mr. Robinson. At no period,
since the foundation of the institution, it is confidently believed,
have the true principles by which it is to be governed, been
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better understood or more successfully practiced upon, than at
the present time. Corporal punishment, as to almost every
species of offence, has fallen wholly into disuse; and we are
happy to find, from careful observation, that no disorder, re-
laxation of discipline, or other evil, has followed as a conse-
quence.

The great secret of government in all penitentiary establish-
ments, undoubtedly is, that those who are in authority should
let the convict know and understand, in a proper manner, (and
this is practicable,) that he is looked upon as a man, as a fel-
low man, and that however abject his condition, however
flagrant his offence, or degrading his punishment, still there
are those who feel a deep interest in his welfare. All this is
entirely consistent with and will promote the highest practical
degree of obedience and subordination.

The inspectors are able and deem it proper to add, as the
result of their observation, during the past year, that all the
officers, whose labors lie within and about the prison, have
performed their duties with becoming fidelity, and that the
convicts have been as well and as profitably employed, in their
different departments of labor, as has been consistent with the
state of things abroad, in regard to the same branches of em-
ployment. There is a subject which we deem important, and
to which we beg leave respectfully to ask the attention of the
government, and that is, the case of a number of insane con-
victs now confined within the walls of the prison, some of
whom we have reason to apprehend, were insane at the time
of committing the offence of which they were convicted, and
have been so during the whole period of their confinement.
These unfortunate individuals are little other than a mere ex-
pense to the government. From the very malady under which
they are suffering, they are unfit for duty themselves, nor is it
safe for them to be at large and to mingle with the other con-
victs, at their different places of labor. They are, therefore,
from necessity placed in the solitary cell, shut out from the
world and from the air and light of heaven, until the expira-
tion of their sentence.

A penitentiary is doubtless a very fit place to punish crime
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but not to cure a malady of body or mind. This the maniac
himself knows as well as the man who has never been de-
prived of his reason. The insane man is rational on many
subjects. He is conscious of his own insanity and often strives
to conceal it. He is peculiarly jealous of his rights, and
is feelingly alive to a sense of injustice, when he supposes
himself to suffer wrongfully, and such must be his feeling
when he finds himself immured in the solitary cell of a prison
suffering as a criminal for that which should call forth from
every one sympathy and commisseration. Such a residence
as this, with the mode of treatment inseparable from it, what-
ever else it may do, can never effect the return of reason to its
wontecT seat and power.

Ernest A. Erving was committed to the prison in September,
1836, for the crime of larceny, having been sentenced to three
days solitary imprisonment and ten years hard labor; and in
the month of August, 1837, he was placed in one of the cells
in the old prison, where he has been confined till the present
time, being considered a dangerous man to be at large on
account of insanity.

Could this unfortunate man, at the time he entered the cell
at the prison, so many years ago, have been placed in either
of the asylums for the insane, in our Commonwealth, or in
some other situation, affording like advantages, he might, with-
out doubt, under the kind and successful treatment there
adopted, long ago have been cured of his malady and restored
to the bosom of his family, clothed and in his right mind.
Other cases, less aggravated than the one here mentioned,
exist, and might be named.

BRADFORD SUMNER,
SAMUEL GREELE.



4 STATE PRISON. [Jan.

To His Excellency , Marcus Morton, Governor, and the Honor-
able Council, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The Warden of the State Prison respectfully submits the fol-
lowing statement of the concerns of that institution.

The whole number of convicts remaining in prison, Oc-
tober 1, 1842, --------287

The whole number of convicts received into prison du-
ring the year ending September 30, 1843, 97

384

Discharged from prison during the year ending Sept. 30,
1843:

By expiration of sentence, ----- 84
By pardon, -------10
By remission of sentence, 13
By order of court, ------8
By writ of habeas corpus, to be tried for murder,

and not returned to prison, 1
Escaped, - - - - - - -'1
Died, -------- 2

119

The whole number remaining in prison, Sept. 30, 1843, 265

Ages of those in Prison.
15 to 20 years, - - - 26 50 to 60 years, 12

20 to 30 “
- - - 101 60 to 70 “

- - - 4

30 to 40 “
-

-
- 85 70 to 80 “

- - - 0

40 to 50 “
- - - 37
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Crimes of those in Prison.
Murder, --.--51 Breaking and entering the

Granite Bank, - -
- 1Manslaughter, -

- - 3
j Shop Breaking, - - - 3

Assault with intent to Murder, 7
J Assault and Robbery, - - 2

Felonious Assault, - - 1
j Incest, ----- 2

Highway Robbery in the Ist
degree, - - - - 2 j[ Burglary and Forgery, - - 1

Highway Robbery in the 2nd 'j Having Counterfeit Bank Bills,
degree, - - - - 3 I with intent to pass the

same, -
- -

- 8
Arson in the Ist degree, - 1

1 Stealing from the person, - 2
« “ 2nd “

- - 3
| Adultery, - - - - 2Malicious Burning, - - 3 ,
| Store Breaking and Larceny, 5

Larceny, - 103
| Cheating by False Pretences, 3

Burglary, Ist degree, - - 12
Stealing, - 8

“ 2d “ 8 j
Bigamy, - - - - 1

Assault with intent to Rape, - 9
j Breaking and entering a Bank

Common and Notorious Thief, 24 and Burglary, - - - l
Store Breaking, - - - 1 j. Grand Larceny, - - - 1
Forgery, -

- - - 6 Ji Maliciously setting fire to a
|| Manufactory, which was

Feloniously entering a dwel- | destroyed, with its con-
ling house and shop in the ! tents, 1night, - - - - 1 j

Burglary and Larceny, 4Breaking and entering a dwel-
ling house & stealing there- | Burning a Barn, - 3
from, - - - - 2

Assault and Larceny, 1
Counterfeiting and having in

possession tools for making ! Forgery and Cheating by False
Counterfeit Money, -

- 2 Pretences, ]

Larceny in a shop in the House ! Receiving Stolen Goods, 4
of Correction in Suffolk Co. 1

I Stealing and CheatingbyFalse
Kidnapping, 1 Pretences, -

- 1
Lewd and Lascivious Cohabi- Aiding Persons in attempting

lation, -
- - - 2 | to Escape from Jail, -

- 1

Counterfeiting, 2 Subornation of Perjury, - 1
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Attempting to pass an altered | Having in possession Counter-
Bank Bill, 1 feit Coin, - -

- 1

Assault with intent to Rob, - 4 I j 2(55

Term of Sentences.
X year, 19 9 years, 4

1 year and 6 months, 4 10 years, - - -
- 15

2 years, - - - 39 11 years, - 2

2 years and 6 months, 2 12 years, - -
- - 4

3 years, 48 14 years, -
- - - 2

3 years and 6 months, 1 15 years, - 4

4 years, 37 17 years, - 1

5 years, 31 20 years, - 2

6 years, - 11 35 years, - 1

6 years and 6 months, - - 1 For Life, -
- - - 13

7 years, - - - 20

8 years, - 4 265

States and Countries of which they are Natives.
Massachusetts, - 108 | North Corolina, - - 2

Maine, -
- - - 19 Missouri, - 1

New Hampshire, - - 16 Ohio, - 1
Vermont, 16 Louisiana, - 1

Connecticut, 9 Georgia, 1

Rhode Island, 7 Kentucky, 1
New York, -

- - - 18 j Ireland, - 16

New Jersey, 4 England, 14
Pennsylvania, 5 Scotland, ... 5

Maryland, - - - - 3 Canada, 2
Virginia, ----11 Malta, 1
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France, 3 Cape de Yerd, 1

Germany, 4 Sweden,
Portugal, - - - - 1 Malaga, 1

Nova Scotia, -
-

- 2

Isle of Bourbon, -
-

- I 265

Employment.
Stone Cutters, - - 60 Tinmen, 5

Carpenter, 1 Cooking and Washing, - - 10

Team Hands, - - - 13 Waiters and Messengers, - 3

Tool Grinders, - - - 5 Barbers, 2

Blacksmiths, -
- 19 Sweepers, 3

Whitesmiths, - - - 6 ] Woodsawyers and Lumpers, - 4

Shoemakers, - - - 11 j Invalids, 4

Tailors, - - - - Bj' In cell deranged, -
- - 1

Cabinetmakers, - - 45 | In solitary confinement, - 3

Upholsterers, -
- 14 j In cell under observation, - 2

Brushmakers, 21 i Attendants in Hospital, - 2

Hatters, - - - - 6 Patients in Hospital, - - 11
Coopers, 6

Crimes of those received the last year.
Larceny, - - - - 37 I Manslaughter, i
Burglary and Larceny, - - 4 Receiving Stolen Goods, - 3
Incest, -----1 Having Counterfeit Money

with intent to pass the
Burglary, 3 same, 4
Burglary in the 2d degree, - 7 Breaking and entering a dwel-

ling house in the day time, 1Murder, -
- - 1

Aiding persons in attemptingAssault with intent to Murder, 3 to escape from Jail, - - 1
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Subornation of Perjury, - 1 I
! Assault with intent to Rob, - 4

Lewd and Lascivious Cohabi-
tation, 1 Assault with intent to Rape, - 2

Common and Notorious Thief, 4 j Having in possession Counter-
feit Coin, - - -

- 1
Forgery, - - - - 3

Burning a Barn, - -
- 1

Stealing, 2
Uttering Counterfeit Money, - 1

Attempting to pass an altered
Bank Bill, - - - 1 Cheating by False Pretences, 1

Felonious Assault, - - 1 Stealing from the Person, - 1

Shop Breaking, 1 Robbery, 1

Shop Breaking and Larceny, 4

Having a die or mould for 97
Counterfeiting Coin, 1

Sentences of those received the last year.
1 year, 19 5 years, 7

1 year and 6 months, - - 2 6 years, - - - - 3

2 years, 25 7 years, 4

2 years and 6 months, - - 1 During Life, 2

3 years, 24

4 years, 10 97

States and Countries of which they are Natives.
Massachusetts, - - - 44 j Maryland, 1
Maine, - , 6 j New Jersey, 2
New Hampshire, - - - 4 Louisiana, 1
Vermont, - - - - 3 Georgia, 1
Rhode Island, 1 Kentucky, 1

Connecticut, 4 Ireland, 9

New York, 5 England, 3
Pennsylvania, 3 i Germany, 1
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Sweden, - - - - 1 Scotland, 1
Cape de Yerd, 1 Malaga, 1

France, - - - 2 Nova Scotia, 1

Canada, 1 97

Of the 265 Convicts now inPrison, 54 are recommitments, viz:
35 are 2d comers.
14 .... are 3d “

2 are ... 4th “

2 are ... sth “

1 - - -
- is ... 6th “

Of the 97 Convicts received into Prison the last year, 17 are recommit-
ments, as follows, viz:

10 .... are 2d comers.
5 are 3d “

1 - - -
- is ... 4th “

1 - - - - is ... sth “

Of the 17 recommitments the last year—6 were for Larceny, 1 for receiving
stolen goods, 1 for having in possession counterfeit bank bills with intent to
pass the same, 1 for breaking and entering a dwelling house in the day time,
1 as a common and notorious thief, 3 for shop breaking and larceny, 1 for bur-
glary, 1 for burglary and larceny, 1 for burglary in 2d degree, and 1 for hav-
ing in possession counterfeit coin.

Of the 97 Convicts received the last year—2B were convicted at Boston, 2
at Concord, 2 at Cambridge, 5 at Lowell, 14 at Worcester, 3 at Springfield, 6
at Lenox, 4 at New Bedford, 4 at Greenfield, 3 at Dedham, 4 at Northampton,
2 at Salem, 6 at Taunton, 3 at Barnstable, 7 at Ipswich, 3 at Plymouth, and 1
at Newburyport.

There are 19 negroes and 18 mulattoes in this Prison. Of this number 7
negroes and 7 mulattoes were received during the past year.

Crimes of those in Prison sentenced to imprisonment during life:—s for
murder, punishment commuted; 2 for arson in the Ist degree; 1 for arson in
the 2d degree; 2 for highway robbery ; 1 for setting fire to a manufact
which was consumed with its contents; 1 for malicious burning; 1 for having
been confined three several times in this Prison.

The largest number of Convicts inPrison, at any one time during the past
year, was 289, and the smallest number was 262; the average number has
been 270.

<0
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T entered upon the discharge of the duties of warden of this
prison on the 22d day of last July, after the tragical and lam-
entable death of the late warden, Charles Lincoln, Jun. Esq.;
and as the successor of so competent and experienced an offi-
cer, I could not but feel the weight of the responsibleness as-
sumed. For I could not hope to be able to discharge the vari-
ous, arduouSj and sometimes dangerous duties, every way so
successfully, at first, as my able and accomplished prede-
cessor. But having consented to accept the office, I resolved to
endeavor to let assiduity answer for experience, and suchknow-
ledge of human nature as I have been able to acquire in my in-
tercourse with mankind, serve me instead of an acquaintance
with criminals, penitentiaries, and punishments. I came here
with the most liberal views concerning the human race—with
a heart of kindness towards all men. I have long looked upon
a man, as a man, whether he be the occupant of a palace or a
prison—and, in whatever situation he may be, entitled to hu-
man sympathy, kindness, and respect. He is my brother,
wherever he may be, whatever of wrong or of crime he may have
been tempted to commit. The more he has erred, and strayed
from the path of right and virtue, the more he is to be pitied,
and the louder is his call upon our commiseration; our sympa-
thy for his sufferings, and our efforts for his reformation, for his
restoration to rectitude, to usefulness and happiness. We are
all liable to fall into temptation ; if it were not so, we should
not have all been taught to beseech our Father in Heaven to
“ lead us not into temptation.” I felt my own frailties and im-
perfections, and was resolved to do by others as I should wish
to be done by, if I were in their situation. It seemed to me,
therefore, in entering upon the duties of this office, if I erred at
all, I should prefer rather to err on the side of kindness, clem-
ency, and humanity, than on that of severity of punishments.
I knew that the laws, rules, regulations, and discipline of the
prison must be enforced. But I wished, if possible, to enforce
them without recourse to corporal punishment or physical suf-
fering. And I have succeeded, thus far, as well as I could have
expected. W ith the exception of three cases, and those soon
after I took charge, the government ol the prison has been ad-
ministered without corporal punishment. The shower bath
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has not been used. And yet, I think I can safely say, that the
convicts are as orderly, as industrious and obedient as hereto-
fore, and more contented, docile and happy. A feeling of mu-
tual respect, kindness and friendship seems to be growing up
between us. I am sure I experience these affections towards
the convicts, and every day gives evidence that the same affec-
tions are being excited in their breasts towards me. I have
long believed that what comes from the heart will reach the
heart; and lam happy to learn that this will apply to convicts
in prison as well as others—that there is no sane convict that
cannot be reached by sincere and persevering affection. Men
may be governed by severity, but not reformed. It takes but
little trouble or labor to let men know, that every violation of
a rule shall be visited upon them with an ample measure of
bodily pain. Fear of punishment will keep men in subjection ;

but the tiger is only chained, not tamed—and, when released,
only the more excited to evil by the severities to which he is
obliged to submit. It requires more time, patience, perseve-
rance and labor, to govern by appeals to the affections, to rea-
son and conscience. Yet, when the heart can be reached in
this way, a change of character may reasonably be expected.
Excessive severity always tends to harden the heart, and make
the convicts look upon society as their enemies, and nourish a
desire of vengeance and retaliation, which leads them to re-com-
mit depredations, and wage war upon society with a good con-
science. Some have confessed to me, that they have experienc-
ed feelings of this kind. But when I told them, I hoped a bet-
ter disposition was growing up in society with respect to them,
that the duty was beginning to be felt, of receiving them back
again, into the bosom of society, after they had faithfully and
industriously worked out the penally inflicted upon them for
the violation of the law;—again, to afford them encourage-
ment, employments and friendships, according to their deserts;
and not, as heretofore, turn from them with a Pharisaic impres-
sion of contamination; —that there are now many in society
who begin to regard those who have fallen into temptation as
men to be pitied and reformed as well as to be punished ; that
there is less of the priest and Levite, and more of the good
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Samaritan, feeling with regard to this class of our fellow-men
than heretofore. Such sentiments seemed to touch their feel-
ings, soften their hearts, and give them new motives to submis-
sion, industry, and virtue.

In the government of the prison, thus far, I have to thank, and
would publicly express ray obligations to the kindness of the
honorable board of inspectors, the reverend chaplain, the dis-
tinguished physician, and all the subordinate officers of this in-
stitution, many of whom have seemed to vie with each other,
not only in the faithful discharge of their own duties, but to
render mine agreeable and successful.

The expenditures have exceeded the income, during the last
year, in the sum of $5022 11; yet the convicts have been in-
dustriously employed since I have had charge, and I learn they
have been so employed during the whole of the past year.—
The reason of this deficit can be traced to two causes—a much
smaller number of convicts than usual, and a great reduction
in the price of wrought granite. The most of the convicts are
let out by the day, and for these is received as large a price as
has ever been paid heretofore. The most of the deficit must
therefore be charged to the smallness of the number of the
convicts. It appears, as the convicts are now employed, that,
when the prison contains an average number, their labor is
about equal to the expenses. When the number is much be-
low the average, as it has been the past year, we may expect a
deficit; and when the number exceeds the average, as it did a
few years previous to the last, we may hope for a surplus.—
The cost of keeping 200 convicts is the same as for 300, except
for merely food and clothing, which are but one item, and that
not the largest, in the whole expense.

The contracts for the coming year have been made more fa-
vorable for the prison than the last; and I have reason to judge
that, unless the number of convicts should fall off still more,
the resources of the prison will be sufficient for the ordinary
expenses of the coming year.

The funds of the prison have become very much embarrass-
ed by the failure of Lincoln and Green, and George Green, of
New Orleans, in the year 1838, and by the more recent failure
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of the Phoenix Bank. Lincoln and Green, and George Green,
held in their hands, as agents of the prison, at the time of their
failure, $31,104 02, the whole of which is now understood to
be a total loss. And the funds of the prison were deposited in
the Phoenix Bank at the time of its failure, amounting to the
sum of $12,635 30, which is, as yet, wholly unavailable. Up-
on assuming the duties of this office, therefore, I found the funds
would not warrant me in making any repairs not absolutely
necessary for the coming winter, although very extensive and
rather costly repairs and improvements are required. Com-
missioners appointed by the Governor and Council have exam-
ined the prison, and have made a report on this subject to which
I would most respectfully refer, to show how much and how
expensive are the repairs required. But these repairs cannot
he made without some legislative aid ; and, as some considera-
ble repairs are absolutely indispensable, I venture most respect-
fully to ask for an appropriation for this purpose. Or perhaps,
the power to anticipate the money in the Phoenix Bank might
be considered the best way of effecting this object.

There are four convicts in this prison wholly or partially de-
ranged, and consequently very unsafe persons to be at large in
the prison yard. No suitable accommodations are provided for
insane persons in this prison. The only thing that can be done
for them, is to shut them up in solitary cells, where the diseas-
es of the mind, instead of being healed, are aggravated and
confirmed. One man has been confined in this way, constant-
ly, several years, and two others, shorter periods of time. It
would seem but the dictate of humanity, that such persons
should be placed in circumstances more comfortable, and more
favorable to the restoration of reason, than constant confine-
ment in solitary cells—a discipline more apt to deprive sane
men of reason, than to restore reason to the insane. Some le-
gislation, it seems to me, is necessary for the relief of insane
persons in prison.

Ihe accounts of the year, together with the proper vouchers,
tvill be lodged in the office of the Treasurer of the Common-
wealth, according to law, after they have been examined and
approved by the Board of Inspectors.
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The following schedule shows the disbursements and income
for the part of the year up to, and including, the 22d day of
July, 1843.

Dr. .. .Disbursements and Incomefrom Oct. Ist, 1842 to July 22 d, 1843 .Cr.

To cash paid for Provis- By Profits in Stone Depart-
ions, - 4C35 96 ment, - 6981 67

Do. for Clothing, - - 2490 32 Do. Labor Department, 13,412 99

Do. for Hospital Departm’t, 197 40 By Fees of Admittance, - 751 25

Do. forFuel, Expenses, &c. 1555 29 21,145 91

Do. forPrisoners disch’ged, 291 32

Do. for Officers’ Salaries, 11,622 62

Do. for Transporting Pris-
oners, - 558 10

By Balance, being part of
Do. Repairs Real Estate, - 162 40 deficit of Income, - - 367 56

#21,513 47 #21,513 47

To show the whole deficit up to July 22d, 1843,
there must be added to the above sum of - - $367 56

The amount of bills for supplies received, not
then paid, -------3,243 78

Also officers’ salaries, for 22 days, from the Ist
to the 23d of July, 881 41

The whole deficit, therefore, on the 22d July,
1843, was - $4,492 75

The following schedule shows the disbursements and in-
come for the balance of the year from July 22d to October Ist,
1843.
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Dr Disbursements and Incomefrom My to Oct Ist, 1843 Cr.

To cash paid for Provis- By Profits in Stone Depart-
ions, - 1420 07 ment, - 1330 37

Do. for Clothing, -
- 1474 40 Do. Labor Department, - 2729 54

Do. for Hospital Departm’t, 56 67 By Fees of Admittance, - 297 00

Do. for Fuel, Expense, &c. 609 61 4356 91

Do. for Prisoners disch’ged, 90 50

Do. for Officers’ Salaries, - 3850 50

Do. for Transporting Pris-
oners, - - - - 148 35 |

By Balance, being part of
Do. Repairs Real Estate, - 49 56 j deficit of Income, - - 3342 75

57699 66 j $7699 66

The above sum of ----- - $3,342 75
And the amount of bills not yet paid, - - 1,311 80
And the past deficit of income, to balance the

accounts up to July 22d, - 367 56

constitutes the whole deficit for the year ending
Sept. 30th, 1843, 5,022 11

Deduct the deficit made previous to July 22d,
1843, 4,492 75

Leaving a deficit for the balance of the year, of $529 36

All which is most respectfully submitted, by

FREDERICK ROBINSON,

Warden.

Massachusetts State Prison, Nov. 28, 1843.



[Jan16 STATE PRISON.

To His Excellency Marcus Morton, Governor of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts and to the Honoraale Council:

Gentlemen : —The number of patients admitted to the hos-
pital of the Massachusetts State Prison, during the year ending
30th September, 1843, is one hundred and fifty-one. The
aggregate number of days’ residence in the hospital, is two
thousand eight hundred and ninety-two. In addition to this,
three hundred and thirty-four days’ labor have been abated to
invalids for the day, and four hundred and thirty days of light
labor have been advised by the physician.

During the year, two have died, to wit:—Oct. 11th, James
B. Tuck, aged 30 years, of phthisis pulmonalis. Oct. 27th,
Mathias Variua, aged 33 years, of hydrothorax.

By the annexed table it will be seen that the ■whole cost of
drugs and medicines for the term of ten years, last past, is
$273 08; and that the average annual mortality among the
convicts, is as one to seventy and five tenths. During the
above term the physician has declined giving drugs to the con-
victs until fully satisfied in the first place, that the applicant
was sick. Secondly, that his malady was understood, and
susceptible of cure, or of material relief. Thirdly, that the
proposed drug was well adapted to benefit the patient, and not
likely to leave any deleterious influence in his system.

The result of this experimental enquiry is truly gratifying,
as the mortality has diminished about one-third, and, I firmly
believe, that the same plan of treating diseases in the great hu-
man family, would be highly beneficial to mankind, and tend
to elevate the character of the medical profession.

All of which is most respectfully submitted by
WILLIAM J. WALKER

Physician of Massachusetts State Prison.

Charlestown, Dec. 14, 1843.
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RECAPITULATIONfrom 1833 to 1843—Ten Years.

A. D. Average No. of Convicts. Deaths. Cost of Medicines.

1834 256 4 #25 02
1835 287 3 21 29
1836 285 4 16 76
1837 288 5 30 17
1838 303 7 30 92
1839 316 5 27 99
1840 318 2 26 90
1841 333 8 29 92
1842 304 2 26 13
1843 271 2 31 98

2961 —i 42=70:5 #273 08

3
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To His Excellency Marcus Morton, Governor of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts , and the Honorable Council:

The undersigned, Chaplain of the Massachusetts State Pris-
on, would respectfully submit the following brief report for the
year ending Sept. 30, 1843.

In the department of labor assigned to him, he has endeavor-
ed to discharge its appropriate duties in such a manner as to
secure, both to the institution and to its inmates, the great ends
contemplated in the creation of the office which he has been
called to fill. How far he has been successful, he cheerfully
leaves to the judgment of others.

During the past year, the results of moral and religious in-
struction have not been so marked and cheering as during the
year next preceding; still, they will compare with those of most
years since his connexion with (he prison. A good degree of
interest has been manifested, on the part of the prisoners, in the
instructions, both private and public, which have been given.

The Sabbath School has continued to be an important auxil-
iary in favorably impressing the minds and hearts of those
who have enjoyed its instructions; and he cannot but feel that
both the institution and the Commonwealth owe a debt of grat-
itude to the numerous teachers who, from Sabbath to Sabbath,
voluntarily and cheerfully perform the arduous duties connect-
ed with such service.

It is matter of devout gratitude to God, that such general
health has prevailed in the institution. But two deaths have
occurred within the year, and both of these within the first
month of the year—viz. October, 1842. Since that time, a pe-
riod of about 14 months, up to the date of this report, there
has not been a single death.

Yet, while it is his privilege thus to record the providential
goodness of God, the undersigned feels that he ought not to
pass over, in silence, that tragical and mysterious event which,
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in June last, deprived the institution of its first officer and
head. In a moment, and without warning, he fell by the hand
of violence. Mr. Lincoln, at the time of his death, had been
connected with the prison more than fifteen years—first as
deputy warden, and for the last eleven years as warden. It is
not the purpose of the undersigned to write his eulogy; nor
would such a report, probably, be deemed as furnishing a prop-
er medium of so doing. But he cannot deny himself the mel-
ancholy pleasure of thus referring, though in a word, to the
virtues and excellencies of the late warden as a man, and his
rare qualifications for the highly difficult and responsible office
which he so long held, and which he so honorably and usefully
filled. He fell in the prime of life, in the midst ofeminent use-
fulness, surrounded by a numerous and most interesting family,
and with a bright prospect before him, of a long, useful, and
honored life. Those who have known him most intimately,
will best know how to appreciate his rare excellence both as a
man and a public officer.

Connected, as the undersigned had the happiness of being,
with the late warden, for fifteen years, in the discharge of his
official duties; possessing, it is believed, his confidence, enjoy-
ing his warm-hearted friendship; harmonizing with him in his
general views in regard to prison discipline and the course of
his administration; with nothing, during all this period, to
mar the confidence and kindly feelings thus mutually cherish-
ed ; it can hardly be thought surprising, that an event, so
sudden and so disastrous, should, to him, have been absolutely
overwhelming, and that a dark pall should have spread itself
over every thing connected with the institution. Even now,
many and varied associations throng in upon his mind, to call
back the memory of one so much esteemed, loved and honored.
But notwithstanding all the darkness and mystery in which
this sad event is enshrouded, there is this blessed assurance
coming to us from the volume of divine truth, that infinite
wisdom and goodness mark all the events which transpire
under the government of God,—as well those which arc dark
as those which are encircled with light,—and what we know
not now, we shall know hereafter. Here we would leave this
and all events.
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Before closing this report, the undersigned would take occa-
sion to acknowledge his indebtedness to the present warden,
for his uniform kindness, for all the needed facilities granted by
him, in the discharge of his official duties, and his cheerful
cooperation in every effort to improve the minds and hearts of
those unhappy men, who become the subjects of discipline and
moral training within the precincts of this institution.

All which is respectfully submitted.

JARED CURTIS.
Chaplain Massachusetts State Prison

Massachusetts State Piuson, P
Chaklestown, Decem. 19th, 1843. )
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