
SENATE... ...No. 8.

To His Excellency Marcus Morton, Governor of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, and the Honorable Council:

The Commissioners appointed, pursuant to a resolve of the
24th of March last, to locale grants and determine the ex-
tent of possessory claims under the lale treaty with Great
Britain, have the honor most respectfully to

That, soon after our appointment, we repaired to the field of
our labors, where we met the commissioners on the part of the
State of Maine, and in conjunction with them commenced the
duties assigned us. In consequence of most of the settlers be-
ing unable to speak or understand our language, and their ig-
norance of our laws and institutions, we found our duties much
retarded, and more perplexing and arduous than was anticipat-
ed by us; for the most part, however, the settlers were well dis-
posed and ready to lend us their aid and assistance in further-
ance of the objects of the treaty and the resolves of the Legis-
lature.

We commenced our labors at the mouth of Little Black Riv-
er, and have finished investigating the settlers’ claims, survey-
ing and setting off their lands by metes and bounds, down the
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St. John’s River about thirty-five miles, including the back lots
in the vicinity of said river. We have also made considerable
progress in investigating the claims of the settlers as far as the
eastern boundary line on the River St. John ; but have been
unable, for want of time, to fully and entirely complete the in-
vestigations and surveys assigned us by the resolves; we, how-
ever, hope to be able so to do in the course of the next season.

It is required by the resolves under which we were appoint-
ed, that the commissioners obtain authenticated copies of all
grants made by the British government within the territory
which has heretofore been in dispute, within the Slate of
Maine, and return them to the Land Office with the survey.—
In June last, application was made to the Governor General of
New Brunswick for such copies ; but he, deeming himself with-
out authority to furnish them, on applicaiion of the commis-
sioners of the two states, declined to comply with the request,
and the whole subject was referred to the Executives of the two
stales. It will readily be perceived, that we cannot fulfil the
requirements of the resolves without them; and it is for your
Honorable Body to determine whether any other action on the
part of the Executive of this Commonwealth is required.

SAMUEL C. ALLEN,
SAMUEL JONES.

Boston, Dec. 20, 1843.






