
SENATE No. 14.

To the Honorable the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court
assembled, —the Memorial of the Trustees, Superintendent and
Treasurer of the State Lunatic Hospital, acting as commission-
ers for an enlargement of the same, under the resolves of March
24, 1843, respectfully represents :

That your memorialists believe the Legislature, in the foun-
dation and support of this great charity, designed that it should
be so arranged and conducted as to ensure the largest amount
of good to the insane, with the least expense necessary to effect
that object. They therefore desire to call the attention of the
Legislature, at its present session, to a few topics.

First. The economy of the establishment in respect to its
washing and culinary departments.

When the present additional accommodations are completed,
the institution will be capable of receiving about four hundred
patients, with the requisite officers and attendants to take care
of them. It is obvious, without discussion, that economical
provision for so many requires systematic division of labor and
a judicious apparatus for it. The washing is at present done
in a small out-building, the clothes are carried wet, by a man,
to the garrets and dried, brought down, by a man, to the iron-
ing room, which is, even now, too small for convenience. The
labor is great—much greater than it would be if the whole
could be done under one roof. Your memorialists are of opin-
ion that a building should be erected, within a short distance of
the present buildings, where all the washing and ironing should
be done, under the direction of a responsible man and his wife,
with such assistance as may be necessary. Such a building,
with the apparatus, may be prepared for about two thousand
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dollars. When this is done, there will be room, in the present
ironing department, where a bakery may be made, at small
expense. And it is believed that it would be more economical
to have the baking for the hospital all done in one place, by a
baker, than, as now, in several places and by different hands.
The present wash-room can be advantageously used for me-
chanical purposes.

Second. The Legislature have wisely made provision for
securing an ample supply of pure water, than which even bread
is not more necessary for such an institution ; but they have
made no appropriation to pay for the same. Besides, the wa-
ter is now conveyed in lead pipes, and, having been analyzed
by Dr. Jackson of Boston, and by Dr. Dana of Lowell, is pro-
nounced by each of them to contain lead, taken up from the
pipes, in such quantity as to make a constant use of the water
for drinking “injudicious.” In this opinion other medical gen-
tlemen concur. It appears, therefore, to be not only advisable,
but a duty, to provide iron pipes instead of lead, to convey the
water to the hospital, and this cannot be done without an ap-
propriation. It is estimated that three thousand dollars will
cover the expenses of the aqueduct.

Third. The compensation for support of State Paupers.
After much consideration of this subject, it is the opinion of
your memorialists that accounts for their support should annu-
ally be rendered to the treasury of the Commonwealth, as
accounts are rendered for the same class by towns, and that
the amount or a certain fixed proportion of it, should be paid
from the State Treasury. If this be annually done, it is confi-
dently believed that appropriations to defray the current ex-
penses of the Hospital, will seldom if ever be necessary.

Fourth. By the resolves of March 24, 1843, it is provided
that after the first of April last, the Trustees shall “charge for
the support of each patient, at said Hospital, who is not main-
tained there at the expense of the Commonwealth, or of any
city or town of the State, a sum not less than three dollars per
week,” &c.

The effect of this provision is found to be, that arrangements
are made to have patients sent by overseers of the poor or by
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Judges of Probate, in which cases the charge is two dollars
thirty cents per week; while, if this provision was not in force,
the same patients would be received on bond of their friends
to pay two dollars fifty cents per week. In a pecuniary view,
therefore, this provision of the resolves is believed to be disad-
vantageous to the institution, and, in no respect, to be useful.

Your memorialists, therefore, pray your honorable bodies to
pass resolves appropriating moneys sufficient to build and fur-
nish a laundry ; to relay the aqueduct with iron pipes and pay
all necessary expenses attending the securing of the water and
right of passage over intervening lands : both amounting to five
thousand dollars, and to make provision for payment from the
treasury of the Commonwealth, of the expenses of supporting
State paupers at the Hospital: and to modify the provision of
the resolves of March 24, 1843, so as to leave the price of
board of patients at the Hospital, to be in all cases, fixed by the
trustees.

DANIEL P. KING,
HENRY GARDNER,
EDWIN CONANT,
H. H, CHILDS,
JOSEPH SARGENT,

Trustees.
S. B. W001)\V ARD, Superintendent.
A. D. FOSTER, Treasurer.
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Worcester, Jariy 11, 1844. )

House of Representatives, Jan. 19, 1844.

Referred to the Committee on Public Charitable Institutions,
with instructions to print.

Sent up for concurrence.
CHARLES W. STOREY, Jr. Clerk.

In Senate, Jan. 5, 1844.
Concurred.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.




