
SENATE..,.No. 17.

The Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies, to whom
was referred the petition of Edward Othman and 99 others,
members of several Methodist Episcopal Societies,

That the said petitioners represent that in and by the 20th
chapter of the Revised Statutes, provision is made for the organ-
ization and management of parishes and religious societies, and
that these provisions are in some respects inapplicable to the
denomination to which they belong, from the organization es-
tablished by their discipline—that in order to obtain their end,
it is now necessary to apply in each instance for a special act
of incorporation—they therefore pray that an act may be passed
authorizing Methodist Episcopal Societies to become bodies cor-
porate in conformity with the discipline of their church, with
such provisions as may seem just and proper.

On examination of the 20th chapter of the Revised Statutes,
it appears to your committee that it is specially adapted to con-
gregational societies, in its general provisions; and the circum-
stance that the 4Gth section of the same chapter makes special
provision for the incorporation of the people called Friends, or
Quakers, corroborates the opinion that its general provisions
are designed for that class of associations for which they arc
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peculiarly adapted, and are not designed to apply to all reli-
gions societies.

By the 7th section of the same chapter, the qualified voters
of every religions society organized under its provisions are re-
quired to choose annually a clerk, two or more assessors, treas-
urer, collector, and such other officers as they shall think neces-
sary. But according to the discipline and usages of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, such officers are not required, and are
essentially different from those which are required to conduct
the business of its societies. Their prudential affairs are man-
aged by stewards, the title of their property is vested in trus-
tees, and the election of both is in a different way from that
designated in the above section of the Revised Statutes.

It appears to your committee that the societies of the Metho-
dist Episcopal denomination are deprived of the privilege of
organizing themselves as corporations, doubtless not from any
intention of the Legislature that framed the Revised Statutes,
but from the fact that their attention was not called to its pecu-
liarities. Your committee can see no good reason why this
privilege should not be enjoyed by the Methodist as well as by
other religious societies, without being subjected themselves to
the necessity of applying to the Legislature for special acts of
incorporation, and subjecting the Legislature to the necessity of
passing upon such acts. Laws designed to be general in their
operation, if they are found not to be so in practice, should be
extended in their provisions in order to carry out the intention
of the framers—otherwise they are liable to all the objections
of special legislation. If the Legislature had respect for the
peculiar organization of the Quakers, so as not to make them
conform to congregational organization, and yet to be incorpo-
rated under a general law, the committee cannot doubt that the
present Legislature will have a like respect for the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and extend a like privilege to its societies.

With these views, they report the accompanying bill.

ALLEY W. DODGE. Chairman.
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AN ACT
Concerning the Incorporation of Methodist Episcopal

Societies.

Be u enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The trustees of any Methodist religious
2 society, appointed according to the discipline of the
3 Methodist Episcopal Church, shall he a body corporate
4 for the purpose of taking and holding in succession,
5 all grants and donations of real or personal estate,
6 made to the use of such society ; and to alienc or
7 manage such real or personal estate according to the
8 terms and conditions of the grants or donations; to
9 purchase and hold any real or personal estate, and to

10 sell and convey the same ; and to prosecute and defend
11 in any action touching the same; provided, that the
12 income of the grants, donations and purchases, to or
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13 by the trustees of any one of such societies, for the
14 uses aforesaid, shall not exceed the sum of five thous-
-15 and dollars a year.

1 Sect. 2. The prudential affairs of such societies
2 may be managed, and said trustees appointed, accord-
-3 ing to the discipline and usages of the Methodist Epis-
-4 copal Church.

1 Sect. 3. 'The trustees appointed by such societies
2 may make such by-laws, and choose such officers at
3 their annual meetings, as they may deem proper;
4 provided such by-laws be not repugnant to the laws
5 of the Commonwealth.


