
SENATE No. 24.

In Senate, Feb. 5, 1844.

The Joint Standing Committee on the Public Lands, to whom
were referred certain papers transmitted by His Excellency
the Governor, relative to the fund called the Disputed Terri-
tory fund, ask leave to submit the following

REPORT:
The Disputed Territory fund grew out of the controversy re-

specting the North Eastern Boundary, which was settled by the
Treaty of Washington. During the fourteen years preceding
that settlement, the authorities of New Brunswick were in the
practice of receiving money for permits to cut timber on the
disputed territory, with the understanding that this money
should be held in trust for the parties to whom it should be ul-
timately decided to belong. The fifth article of the treaty pro-
vided that a correct account of all receipts and payments on
the said fund, should be delivered to the government of the
United States within six months after the ratification of this
treaty,—and further, that the proportions of the amount due
thereon to the States of Maine and Massachusetts, and any
bonds appertaining thereto should be paid over to the govern-
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ment of the United States for the benefit of those two States.
Furthermore, the general government agreed to pay and satisfy
said two States, for all claims for expenses incurred in protect-
ing the territory, and making a survey thereof in 1838, &c.

In execution of one clause in the aforesaid article, an account
has been forwarded by (he authorities of New Brunswick to
the British minister at Washington, and by him presented to
the American government, as “ a correct account of all receipts
and payments on the said fund.” A copy of the same has been
furnished by the Department of State to the Governor of Mas-
sachusetts, and is among the papers referred to your Commit-
tee. It consists of “an abstract statement” of the account, and
is not the account itself. It gives only the sum of the receipts
from 1829 to 1843, as equal to £B9ll 9s. Ik/., and in like manner
the sum of disbursements for the same period, as equal to
£6961 18s. Ur/., leaving a balance due of £1949 11s. 1 \d. A
copy of a list of bonds is also furnished to pay money, amount-
ing to the sum of £3240 ss. od.

Your Committee cannot help thinking that such an account
as this cannot be held to be a compliance with the terms of the
treaty. It is very much for the interest of Massachusetts, that
an opportunity should be afforded to her to analyze the singu-
larly heavy amount of disbursements, and to ascertain whether
she is equitably bound to agree to a style of liquidation so se-
verely at her expense. This can only be done through the
agency of the government at Washington, Your Committee
would, therefore, recommend that application be made by the
Executive of the State to the proper department at Washing-
ton, for the requisite assistance to obtain further light on this
matter. They therefore ask leave to submit the following re-
solve.

C. FRANCIS ADAMS, Chairman
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RESOLVE

Concerning the Disputed Territory Fund.

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be, and
he is hereby requested, to apply to the Executive Depart-
ment of the United States for further information of the
action that may have been had upon the paper purporting
to be an account rendered by the government of Great
Britain, under the fifth article of the Treaty of Washing-
ton, respecting the Disputed Territory Fund ; and also to
solicit the interposition of the said Executive, for the pro-
curing from the proper authorities under the British Gov-
ernment of a more full and satisfactory statement of said
account. And if it should appear to His Excellency on an
examination of said accounts, that the interests of the
Commonwealth require further action and remonstrance,
he is hereby authorized to communicate with the Govern-
ment of the United States thereon.

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be re-
quested to transmit a copy of the aforegoing resolve to the
Governor of the State of Maine.
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In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four.




