
SENATE....No. 28.

The Joint Standing Committee on the Militia, to whom was re-
ferred several orders and petitions in favor of a modification
of the existing militia laws, have had the same under consid-
eration, and submit the following

REPORT,
and accompanying bill.

The Committee, having had committed to them a great num-
ber of petitions from various parts of the Commonwealth, nu-
merously signed by legal voters and members of volunteer com-
panies, praying for such modification and reorganization of the
militia system as shall equalize its burdens and increase its
efficiency,— have given the subject, thus pressed upon their
attention, a careful examination. After much inquiry and re-
flection, the Committee have arrived at the conclusion that the
public interest does not require the re-enactment of former laws,
compelling all persons liable to be enrolled to do duty, excepting
m cases already provided by law. The old system of requiring
all able bodied men, between eighteen and forty-five years of
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age, to do military duty, was utterly useless and inefficient long
before it was abandoned. It should not be revived. The
wants of the country do not require it. The public morals
would not be improved, nor the public good promoted, by it.
By existing laws, all able bodied white male citizens, between
the ages of eighteen and forty-five, are enrolled by the assessors,
and may be organized and embodied in case of war.

We must rely upon the present voluntary system. It should
be continued with such modifications as experience may, from
time to time, suggest. It is better adapted to the condition of
society and the wants of the country, than any plan heretofore
adopted ; being more economical and efficient, and better cal-
culated to cherish and cultivate a military spirit. Being volun-
tary, its burdens are freely assumed; none enter it but from
choice, so that the ranks are now filled with young men of mil-
itary tastes and feelings. A higher standard of conduct and
discipline is demanded and aimed at. The Committee have
every reason to believe that the voluntary system now pursued
is working well, and should be adhered to.

By existing laws, one hundred and twenty companies may
be chartered, consisting of seven thousand men. By the returns
of the Adjutant General, it appears that there are one hundred
and eight companies, and six thousand three hundred and fifty
men, so that twelve companies and six hundred and fifty men
may be added to the existing forces. The Committee are of
opinion that one hundred and twenty companies scattered over
the State, composed of seven thousand active men, are all the
public interest requires in the present state of affairs. This
force, composed of volunteer citizen soldiers, whose sympathies
and feelings are interwoven with the public welfare, should be
relied upon as a means of defence against commotion and dan-
ger, and as such should be encouraged and fostered by the gov-
ernment, and honored and respected by a generous people.
They should be encouraged to attain a higher state of discipline,
and by a manly deportment, a strict adherence to the princi-
ples of temperance and a scrupulous regard for the honor of
the profession, endear themselves to the community, so that ev-
ery young man, whatever may be his situation in life, will es-
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teem it an honor to have his name enrolled in the militia of
Massachusetts.

The Committee are of opinion that the compensation allowed
to the volunteer militia should be increased. They thereforere-
port the accompanying bill, which is intended to reconcile some
of the objections to the present laws, by changing the mode of
compensation, so that those only who perform duty will receive
the bounty according to the number of days’ service rendered.
This plan, it is believed will be more satisfactory, and remove
the complaints so often urged against the present mode of pay-
ment. Other slight modifications and amendments are pro-
posed in the bill which the committee unanimously recommend
should be passed.

HENRY WILSON, Chairman.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sec. 1. The officers and soldiers of every compa-
-2 nv raised at large, who shall perform the duties re-
-3 quired by the twenty-third and twenty-fourth sections
4 of “ an Act in addition to the several acts concerning
5 the Militia,” passed on the twenty-fourth day of
6 March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
7 forty, and the second section of “an Act in addition
8 to the several acts concerning the Militia,” passed on

9 the twenty-fourth day of March, in the year one
10 thousand eight hundred and forty-three, shall each be
11 entitled to receive one dollar for the inspection duty
12 in May, one dollar and fifty cents for each of the two

AN ACT
In Addition to the several Acts concerning the Militia.

(£cmmontocal«j of iHassadjitoctts,

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four.
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13 company trainings, and two dollars for the annual in-
-14 spection and review. And the sums to which such
15 officers and soldiers may he entitled, shall be paid
16 from the treasury of the respective cities and towns

17 in which the company armory, or place of assembling
18 the company, is located, which sums shall be repaid
19 to such cities and towns, in the manner prescribed in

20 the sixth section of this act.

1 Sec. 2. The field and staff officers, and all other
2 persons belonging to the volunteer militia, excepting
3 those mentioned in the preceding section, shall each
4 be entitled to receive five dollars, annually, from the
5 treasury of the city or town in which they may reside,
6 upon the proper certificate of the field officer, under
7 whose command the duty was performed, to the
8 mayor and aldermen, or selectmen, that the persons
9 named in such certificate have performed all the duty

10 required by law; and the sums so paid shall be reim-
-11 bursed to the cities and towns, as provided in the
12 sixth section of this act.

1 Sec. 3. No officer, non-commissioned officer, mu-
-2 sician or private, in the volunteer militia, shall be en-
-3 tilled to the compensation mentioned in this act, un-
-4 less he shall actually perform the duty required by law ;

5 nor shall any excuses which may be granted for ab-
-6 sence from, or non-performance of, military duty, en-
-7 title the person so excused to receive, the aforesaid
8 compensation.
1 Sec. 4. The commanding officer of every compa-

-2 ny raised at large, in addition to the returns now re-
-3 quired to be made to the commanding officers of regi-
-4 nients and battalions, shall, within twenty days after
o each of the days of inspection, trainings, and review,
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6 required by law, make to the adjutant general an al-
-7 phabetical return of the names of all the men belong-
-8 iug to his company not exceeding sixty-four in num-
-9 bcr, excepting such companies as are allowed a larger

10 number by law, stating who have appeared armed,
11 uniformed, and equipped, and performed duty on all
12 or either of said days of inspection, trainings, and re-
-13 view, and also who were absent on each of the days
14 aforesaid.

1 Sec. 6. The commanding officer of every com-
-2 pany raised at large, shall, after each of the days of
3 inspection, trainings and review, required by law,
4 make out an alphabetical roll of the persons, not ex-
-5 eeeding sixty-four in number, who shall have ap-
G peared armed, uniformed and equipped, and performed
7 duty in his company, on each of said days, and within
8 twenty days, annually, after the last inspection, shall
9 deliver the same, certified under his oath, to be cor-

-10 reel and true, to the mayor and aldermen of any city,
11 or the selectmen of any town, in which the company,
12 armory, or place of assembling the company is located;
13 provided, however, that such roll shall contain only
14 the names of those persons who have performed the
15 duty required by law.

1 Sec. 6. The mayor and aldermen of each city,
2 and the selectmen of each town, to whom the returns
3 named in the preceding and second sections are made,
4 shall, on or before the first day of November, annu-
-5 ally, make out a complete list of all the persons who
6 appear, from said returns, to be entitled to the bounty
7 mentioned in the first and second sections of this act,
8 and shall thereupon draw their warrants on their re-

-9 spective treasurers, directing them to pay the amount



1844.] SENATE—No. 28. 7

10 due to the persons named in said returns; and the
11 major and aldermen, and selectmen aforesaid, shall re-
-12 turn to the adjutant general, on or before the fifteenth
13 day of January7

, annually, the lists of persons so to he
14 paid, and the amount for which their respective war-
-15 rants have been drawn; and the adjutant general
16 shall, on or before the twenty-fifth day of January,
17 annually, ascertain from the returns made to him, the
18 amount of money which will be necessary to pay the
19 several cities and towns, and submit the same to the
20 governor of the Commonwealth, who is hereby au-
-21 thorized to draw his warrant on the treasurer of the
22 Commonwealth for the re-payment of the sums ad-
-23 vanced.

1 Sec. 7. Any city or town that shall neglect to
2 make return to the adjutant general, as herein di-
-3 reeled, shall forfeit its right to be re-imbursed by the
4 State, and any commanding officer who shall neglect
5 to make the returns required by this act, shall, for
6 each offence, be liable to a penalty of thirty dollars,
7 to be recovered in any court of competent jurisdic-
-8 tion, for the use of the Commonwealth.
1 Sec. 8. The Aids de Camp to the Commander
2 in Chief shall be commissioned with the rank of
3 Colonel.
1 Sec. 9. The officers of each company of cavalry
2 and artillery, shall be, one captain, one first, one
3 second, and one third lieutenant.
1 Sec. 10. Each company of artillery, on applica-
-2 tion to the adjutant general, shall be furnished with
3 musketoons, whenever a supply of that arm shall be
4 received for distribution, the officers of the company
3 to be held responsible for the safe-keeping and return
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6 of the same, as provided in the first section of “an
7 act in addition to the several acts concerning the
8 militia,” passed on tiic third day of March, in the jear
9 one thousand eight hundred and forty-two.
1 Sec. 11, The adjutant general shall cause a copy
2 of this act to be sent to all the commissioned officers
3 of the volunteer militia, and shall also provide blank
4 forms of the returns to be made to him by the cities
6 and towns, and company commanding officers.
1 Sec. 12. All acts or parts of acts, to which this is
2 an addition, inconsistent with the provisions of this
3 act, are hereby repealed.


