
SENATE, o. 29.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives, in
General Court assembled:

The Petition of Samuel D. Parker, the Attorney of the Com-
monwealth in and for the county of Suffolk, respectfully repre-
sents—

That the salary of his office, as now prescribed by law, is an
inadequate compensation for the labors and duties required and
performed, and he is constrained to appeal to the justice of the
Legislature that it may be enlarged. It will appear by an in-
spection of his annual report of business done by him for the
Commonwealth, during the past year, made to the Secretary of
State by the act of 1843, chapter 99, but not yet abstracted into
tabular form by that officer, that there are seven hundred and
fifty entries on it, by which it may be seen, that the compensa-
tion paid by the Commonwealth for the services of its attor-
ney, during the last year, was at about the rate of two dollars
for a case, while for the same quantity of professional labor and
services it may be averred that his professional brethren receive
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from their clients more than four fold that amount of fees, and
in some cases more than a hundred fold. The petitioner re-
grets the necessity of bringing this subject again before the
Legislature, but all the reasonings for increased salary which
will be found in the Report of the Committee on Claims, (Leg-
islative Documents for the year 1834, Senate, No. 56,) on his
former petition, recur at the present time with additional force.

The criminal business in Suffolk County has kept equal pace
with the increased population of the city, and the multiplied
facilities of the transit of rogues from other places to Boston;
and a large increase of official duties have been imposed by
new laws on him;—the office of attorney general has been abol-
ished—capital trials in his county have been added to his de-
partment, as well as the task of arguing all questions of law in
the Supreme Judicial Court in which the Commonwealth is a
party, formerly the exclusive duty of the attorney general.

Since the commencement of the present year, he drew sixty-
nine indictments returned into the January term of the Muni-
cipal Court, and for the present month of February there are
more than one hundred and twenty cases for investigation be-
fore the grand jury now in session, which will result probably
in nearly one hundred indictments, if that number is not ex-
ceeded. The labor of the trials is increased by the increased
attendance of very eminent counsel in the defences. The office
is one of great responsibility and labor in preparing and con-
ducting the trials, and looking after the interest of the Common-
wealth with vigilance and economy. No portion of the fines
and costs are paid to him, but uniformly in this county to the
sheriff, but the collection of the forfeited penalties of criminal
recognizances is his special duty; and he has paid within thir-
teen months to the treasurer of the Commonwealth, from this
source, the aggregate sum of four thousand eight hundred and
twenty dollars He thinks all the grand jurors, and the ju-
ries of trial, and the judges who have presided in court, and all
its officers, would give evidence that he has made great personal
efforts, and many sacrifices, to diminish costs and expense in
the administration of the criminal department of the law, by
lessening the days of attendance both of witnesses and jurors,
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by voluntarily overtasking himself. He therefore confidently
appeals to the justice of the Legislature for a reasonable and
adequate compensation, the salary established last year, with-
out an opportunity of his being heard on the subject, bearing
no reasonable proportion to the amount of labor required and
performed.

Boston , February Bth, 1844.

SAMUEL D. PARKER




