
SENATE No. 34.
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In Senate, Feb. 5, 1844.

Ordered, That Messrs. Park, Hathaway and Kittredge, be a
Committee to inquire and ascertain from each Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas, how many days during the past year,
they have been each engaged in discharge of their official
duties,—how many miles they have each travelled in discharge
of said duties,—how many days they have each been absent
from their homes, in discharge of said duties ; also, how much
the final jurisdiction of said court has been increased, since its
organization, and whether, in the opinion of the Committee,
any alteration in the salaries of said judges, appears reasonable
or equitable.

CHA; S CALHOUN, Cleric.
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Senate, February 13, 1844.

The Committee appointed under an order of the Senate of Feb-
ruary sth, to ascertain from the Judges of the Courts of Com-
mon Pleas, certain facts, and to report whether in the opinion
of the Committee, any alteration in the salaries of said judges
appears reasonable or equitable, have attended to that duty,
and ask leave to

That they have addressed a letter to each of the Justices of
said Court, a copy of which is annexed;—and they have re-
ceived a reply, the original of which is hereto annexed ; —and
they respectfully request to be discharged from the further con-
sideration of the subject.

For the Committee,

JOHN C. PARK, Chairman.

eromtncntoraittj of iUassacijußcttfii.

REPORT:
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{Copy.)

Boston, Feb. 7, 1844.
Hon.

Sir,—A committee of the Senate has been directed to inquire
ofeach of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, and ascer-
tain how many days during the past year, they have been each
engaged in discharge of their official duties; how many
miles they have travelled in discharge of said duties; and how
many days they have each been absent from their homes in
discharge of said duties. Also, how much the jurisdiction of
said court has been increased since its organization.

The object of these inquiries, you will perceive, is to obtain
a basis of facts upon which a true estimate can be formed of
the adequacy of the present compensation.

The committee would feel obliged, if you would, at an early
hour, communicate to them, if possible, answers to the above
questions, and such further facts, as may give light on the
subject.

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

JOHN C. PARK, Chairman.
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Boston, Feb. 9, 1544.
Hon. John C. Park;—

Sir,—We acknowledge the receipt of your communications
of the 7th inst, propounding certain interrogatories to us in
relation to our duties as Judges of the Court of Common Pleas.

These interrogatories we respectfully decline to answer. The
avowed object in proposing them is “ to obtain a basis of facts
upon which a true estimate may be formed of the adequacy of
the present compensation,” and we prefer that the desired in-
formation should be obtained from other sources, accessible to
every one.

We feel too much respect for the station we occupy, to be
willing to expose ourselves, in the estimation of any one, to the
imputation of making a case for the favorable interposition of
the Legislature, or to do any thing which may seem to give to
a question deeply affecting the interests of the Commonwealth,
a merely personal and more limited character.

As we were together in the discharge of our judicial duties,
when we received your communication, we find it convenient
to ourselves to unite in our reply; and we trust this course will
be considered as respectful and agreeable to the Committee and
to the Honorable Senate, as separate replies from each of us.

We are, sir, with much respect,

Your obedient servants,

J. M. WILLIAMS,
D. CUMMINS,
C. H. WARREN,
CHARLES ALLEN,
PLINY MERRICK.


