
SENATE No. 40.

The Special Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom was referred the Petition of Samuel Wood and others,
praying for authority to construct a Rail-road from Worcester
to the line of the State, in the direction of Providence, and for
other purposes, report the accompanying BilL

Per order,

M. LAWRENCE, Chairman.

Contmontotaltlj of jHassartmatUs.

In Senate, Feb. 16, 1844.
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AN ACT
To establish the Providence and Worcester Rail-road

Company.

Be it enacted by ike Senate and House of Represent-
atives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Samuel Wood, Paul Whitin, and John
2 W. Lincoln, their associates and successors, are hereby
3 made a Corporation, by the name of the Providence
4 and Worcester Rail-road Company, with all the pow-
-5 ers and privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabil-
-6 ities and provisions, contained in that part of the
7 thirty-ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes, which
8 relates to Rail-road Corporations, and in the several
9 statutes subsequently passed, relating to such corpora-

-10 tions, and in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised
11 Statutes. And the said Corporation is hereby empow-

-12 ered and authorized to locate, construct, and fully com-
-13 pletc a rail-road with one or more tracks, from a point
14 on the Western Rail-road, at or near the village of
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15 Worcester, and thence in the valley of the Blackstone
16 river, in the towns of Worcester, Millbury, Sutton,
17 Grafton, JN'ortlibridge, Uxbridge and Mendon, in the
18 direction towards Providence, in the State of Rhode
19 Island, to a point in the lino in said Mendon, dividing
20 the States of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. And
21 said corporation is also empowered and authorized to
22 locate, construct, and fully complete a rail-road with
23 one or more tracks, commencing at a point on the
24 Boston and Worcester Rail-road, at or near the Grafton
25 depot, in the town of Grafton, and thence in the val-
-26 ley of the Little Blackstone river; or one of its
27 branches, and the valley of the. Little Blackstone river,
28 to a point in said valley, near the junction of the Little
29 Blackstone and the Blackstone rivers, in the town of
30 Grafton, and thence in the valley of the said Black-
-31 stone river, in the towns of Grafton, Northbridge, Ux-
-32 bridge and Mendon, to a point in the town of Men-
-33 don, on the line dividing the States of Massachusetts
34 and Rhode Island, as before mentioned.

! Sect. 2. The capital stock of said Rail-road Com-
-2 pany shall consist of not more than ten thousand
3 shares, the number of which shall be determined from
4 time to time by the directors thereof, and no assess-
-5 ment shall be laid thereon of a greater amount in the
6 whole, than one hundred dollars on each share. And
7 the said corporation may purchase and hold such real
8 estate on the line of said road, and such materials,
9 cars, engines, and other things, as may be necessary

10 for depots, for the use of said road, and for the trans-
-11 portation of persons, goods, and merchandize.

1 Sect. 3. If the location of said road, on one of the
2 routes before mentioned, be not filed according to law ;
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3 or if the said company shall not complete said road on
4 one of said routes, to the extent provided for, in the
6 first section of this act, with at least one track, within
6 three years from the date of the same, then the same
7 shall be null and void.
1 Sect. 4. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter with another rail-road, at any point of
3 said Providence and Worcester Rail-road, and use the
4 same or any part thereof, paying therefor such a rate
5 of toll or compensation as the Legislature may from
6 lime to time piescribe, or that may be fixed under the
7 provisions of any general law of this Commonwealth,
8 complying with the rules and regulations as may be
9 established by said Providence and Worcester Rail-

-10 road Company; provided, however, that no other cor-
-11 poration shall enter upon said Providence and Wor-
-12 ccstcr Rail-road with any motive power, unless the
13 said Providence and Worcester Rail road Company
14 shall refuse to draw over their road or any part there-
-15 of, the cars of any other rail-road corporation, which
1G may be authorized to enter with their rail-road, upon
17 the said Providence and Worcester Rail-road.

1 Sect. 5. The Legislature may, after the expiration
2 of five years, from the time when the said rail-road
3 shall be opened for use, from time to time, reduce the
4 rate of tolls or other profits upon said rail-road ; but
6 the tolls shall not, without the consent of said compa-
-6 ny, be so reduced, as to produce with said profits less
7 than ten per cent, per annum.
1 Sect. 6. The said Providence and Worcester Rail-

-2 road Company, are hereby authorized to unite with a
3 rail-road company, which may be empowered by the
4 Legislature of Rhode Island, to construct a rail-road
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5 from the southern terminus of the rail-road authorized
6 by this act, to the city of Providence ; and when the
7 two companies shall have so united, the stockholders
8 of one company shall become stockholders in the other
9 company: and the two companies shall constitute one

10 corporation, by the name of the Providence and VVor-
-11 cester Rail-road Company ; and all the franchises, pro-
-12 perty, powers and privileges granted or acquired under
13 the authority of the said States respectively, shall be
14 held and enjoyed by all the said stockholders, in pro-
-15 portion to the number of shares or amount of property
16 held by them respectively in either or both of said
17 corporations.

1 Sect. 7. One or more of the directors, or other
2 officers of said Providence and Worcester Rail-road
3 Company, as is provided in the preceding section,
4 shall, at all times, be an inhabitant of this Common-
-5 wealth, on whom processes against said company may
6 be legally served ; and said company shall be held to
7 answer in the jurisdiction, where the service is made
8 and the process is returnable.

1 Sect. 8. The said company shall keep separate
2 accounts of their expenditures in Massachusetts and
3 in Rhode Island respectively, and two commissioners
4 shall be appointed, one by the Governor of each State,
6 to hold their offices for the term of four years, and to
6 be reasonably compensated by said company, who
7 shall decide what portion of all expenditures of said
8 company, and of its receipts and profits, properly per-
-9 tain to that part of the road lying in Massachusetts

10 and Riiode Island respectively, and the annual report
11 required to be made to the Legislature of this Corn-
-12 monwealth, shall be approved by the said cornmis-
-13 sioners.
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1 Sect. 9. The said company and the stockholders
2 therein, so far as their road shall be situated in Mas-
-3 sachusctts, shall be subject to all the duties and liabil-
-4 ities of the Providence and Worcester Rail-road Com-
-6 pany, created by the provisions of this act, and the
6 general laws of this State, to the same extent as the
7 said Providence and Worcester Rail-road Company,
8 and the stockholders therein, would have been, had
9 the whole line of said rail-road have been located

10 within the limits of Massachusetts.
1 Sect. 10. The provisions contained in the four
2 preceding sections shall not take effect, until the Le-
-3 gislatureof the State of Rhode Island shall have passed
4 an act containing similar provisions, nor until said
5 provisions shall have been accepted by the stockholders
6 of the said two corporations respectively, at legal
7 meetings called for that purpose.
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