
SENATE.,...IVo. 43.

The Joint Special Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom was referred the petition of Andrew Robeson and oth-
ers, praying for authority to construct a Rail-road from Taun-
ton to Fall River, report the accompanying bill.

Per order

M. LAWRENCE. Chairman

In Senate. February 20, 1844.

©ommonojealtii of l«assactjusetts.
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CowmtmlMeaUi) of

in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four.

AN ACT
To Incorporate the “Fall River Branch” Rail-road

Company.

|j>E it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Andrew Robeson, Richard Borden, Jef-
-2 ferson Borden and Nathan Durfee, their associates
3 and successors, are hereby made a corporation, by
4 the name of the Fail River Branch Rail-road Com-
-5 pany, with all the powers and privileges, and subject
6 to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth
7 in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and
8 in that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of said stat-
-9 utes, relating to rail-road corporations, and in the

10 statutes of one thousand eight hundred and thirty-
-11 seven, chapter two hundred and twenty-six, and in
12 the statutes of one thousand eight hundred and thir-
-13 ty-eight, chapter ninety-nine.
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1 Sect. 2. The said company may construct a rail -

2 road upon one of the following routes, viz : Com-
-3 mencing at a point situated upon the south side of
4 the Fall River stream, upon land belonging to the
5 Fall River Iron Works Company, in the town of Fall
6 River, and county ofBristol, and from thence north-
-7 erly by the valley of the Taunton River, upon the
8 easterly side thereof, in the most eligible route to a
9 point near Assonet village ; thence by the valley of

10 Assonet river, passing near a point where the towns
11 of Freetown, Berkley, Taunton and Middleborough
12 meet, where it may be found most eligible to a point
13 near Myrick’s station, upon the New Bedford and
14 Taunton Rail-road in the town of Taunton said
15 road passes through the towns of Fall River, Free-
-16 town, and either of the towns of Middleborough or
17 Berkley and Taunton to the Myrick’s station afore-
-18 said.
19 Or commencing at the first-named point on the
20 south side of Fall River stream, and pursuing the
21 above described route in the valley of Taunton and
22 Assonet rivers, to a point upon the Assonet stream
23 between Porter’s dam and Winslow’s dam, thence
24 running northerly in the most eligible route through
25 Freetown, Berkley and Taunton, to a point above
26 the Weir bridge, crossing Taunton, Great River,
27 near or within ten rods southerly of the New Bed-
-28 ford and Taunton Rail-road, thence running within
29 about ten rods along side of the New Bedford and
30 Taunton Rail-road to the Taunton branch depot in
31 Taunton.

1 Sect. 3. That the capital stock of said corpora-
-3 tion shall not exceed four hundred thousand dollars,
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3 and shall be divided into shares of one hundred dol-
-4 lars each ; and said corporation may invest and hold
5 such part thereof in real estate, as may be necessary
6 and convenient for the purposes of their incorpo-
-7 ration.
1 Sect. 4. The Legislature may, after the expira-
-2 tion of four years from the time when the said rail-
-3 road shall be opened for use, from time to time, alter
4 or reduce the rate of tolls, or other profits upon said
5 road ; but the said tolls shall not, without the con-
-6 sent of said corporation, be so reduced as to pro-
-7 duce, with said profits, less than ten per cent, per
8 annum.
1 Sect. 5. If said corporation be not organized,
2 the location of that part of their road within the
3 county of Bristol, filed with the commissioners of
4 said county, and the location of that part of their
5 road within the county of Plymouth, (should it be
6 found most eligible to locate the road through the
7 corner of Middleborough,) filed with the commis-
-8 sioners of that county, within three years from the
9 passage of this act, or, if the said road shall not be

10 completed within six years from the passage of this
11 act, then this act shall be void.

1 Sect. 6. Be it further enacted, that the said cor-
-2 poration are hereby authorized to enter with their
3 rail-road by proper turnouts and switches, on such
4 point of the New Bedford and Taunton Rail-road, as
5 is designated in the second section of this act, viz ;

6 at a point near Myrick’s station, paying for the right
7 to use the same, such a rate of tolls as the Legisla-
-8 ture may, from time to time, prescribe, and comply-
-9 ing with such reasonable rates and regulations as
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10 may be established by said New Bedford and Taun-
-11 ton Rail-road Company.

1 Sect. 7. The Legislature may authorize any
2 company to enter with another rail-road at any point
3 of said Fall River Branch Rail-road, and use the
4 same, or any part thereof, paying therefor such a
5 rate of toll or compensation as the Legislature may,
6 from time to time prescribe, or that may be fixed
7 under the provisions of any general law of this Com-
-8 monwealth, complying with the rules and regula-
-9 tions as may be established by said Fall River Branch

10 Rail-road Company : provided, however, that no oth-
-11 er corporation shall enter upon said Fall Rivet-
-12 Branch Rail-road with any motive power, unless the
13 said Fall River Branch Rail-road Company shall
14 refuse to draw over their road, or any part thereof,
15 the cars of any other rail-road corporation, which
16 may be authorized to enter with their rail-road, upon
17 said Fall River Branch Rail-road.








