
SENATE....No. 46.

Senate, Feb. 22, 1844.

The Joint Standing Committee on Prisons, to whom was refer-
red a Message from his Excellency the Governor, of the
10th inst., relating to Insane Convicts in the State Prison,
submit a report, with an accompanying bill.

REPORT.
Your Committee took occasion, soon after their appointment,

to visit the insane convicts at the State Prison in their respec-
tive cells, and the opinions they formed in regard to the condi-
tion and prospects of those unfortunate persons, coincided with
those of his Excellency the Governor, as expressed in his Mes-
sage. It appears that the attention of the Legislature has been
called to this subject, from time to time, by the officers and in-
spectors of the Prison ; but as yet no action has been had in
regard to it.

If the Judges of the Supreme Judicial Court, in their wisdom
and matured judgment, have caused one of this unfortunate
class, whose insanity, in the opinion of some, was doubtful, to
he removed to the Lunatic Hospital because ho had committed
murder; will the Legislature refuse to perform an act alike
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honorable 1o themselves and humane to those for whose special
benefit it is intended, whose insanity none will donbt, and who
have been restrained from committing acts of violence.

The cause of humanity calls loudly upon the present Legis-
lature, demanding prompt action upon this subject, that will
clearly show a disposition to provide a remedy for the evil com-
plained of.

As preparatory to the adoption of such a measure, your Com-
mittee report a bill.

JOHN SAFFORD, Chairman.
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AN ACT
Entitled An Act for the removal of Insane Convicts from

the State Prison.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Whenever a convict confined in the State
2 Prison shall become deranged, or shall show probable
3 symptoms of derangement, it shall be the duty of the
4 warden of the prison to communicate notice of the
5 fact to the chairman of the commission for examining:
6 insane convicts in the State Prison. The said chair-
-7 man, upon receiving said notice, shall forthwith call
8 together the members of said commission, at the pris-
-9 on aforesaid, who shall proceed to investigate, and,
10 after due examination, report upon the supposed case
11 of insanity, if any report be necessary.

1 Sect. 2. If, in the opinion of said commission, or
2 the majority of them, the convict has become insane
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3 or is in danger of becoming so, and in their opinion
4 his removal would be expedient, they shall report the
5 same, together with their reasons, to the Judge of the
6 Municipal Court of the city of Boston ; who, on re-
-7 ceiving said report, shall issue his warrant, under the
8 seal of the court, directed to the warden, and author-
-9 izing him to remove said convict to the State Lunatic

10 Hospital at Worcester; there to be kept till, in the
11 opinion of the superintendent and trustees thereof, he
12 may be recommitted to the State Prison consistent
13 with health. And said superintendent, when so satis-
-14 fied as aforesaid, shall certify the fact of such restora-
-15 tion upon the warrant aforesaid, and give notice there-
-16 of to the warden, who shall thereupon cause the con-
-17 vict to be re-conveved to the State Prison, there to
18 suffer the residue of his sentence, pursuant to his orig-
-19 inal commitment.

1 Sect. 3. The physician and surgeon of the State
2 Prison, together with the superintendents of the State
3 Lunatic Hospital at Worcester, and the McLean Asy-
-4 lum at Somerville, shall constitute the commission for
5 examining insane convicts in the State Prison alorc-
-6 said, and the physician and surgeon ol the prison shall
7 act as chairman of the same.
1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect on and alter its
2 passage.


