
SENATE No. 51.

The Joint Committee on Agriculture have had under consid-
eration the petitions of Daniel Stebbins and sundry other per-
sons, praying that bounties may be given for growing silk, and
also for the manufacture of paper out of the leaves of the mul-
berry tree, and cloth from the bark of the same. The petition-
ers state that silk is still raised to some extent in the Common-
wealth ; but that the business has been checked and discouraged
under the operation of several causes, the principal of which
was the sudden explosion of a speculation in mulberry trees,
which was extraordinary in the height to which it had risen,
and the wide spread and serious mischiefs its failure occasioned.
On many minds there seemed to be a deep impression that
every thing pertaining to silk growing would prove as deceptive
and disastrous to those who might engage in the work, as had
been the speculation in trees to vast numbers. When this state of
the public feeling was in nearly its full strength, the bounty
which had been provided for the encouragement of silk grow-
ing ceased by the limitation of the law which provided for it.
The petitioners maintain that no discouragements exist in the
character of our soil or climate, and that there are no difficulties
attending the culture which may not be easily conquered with
care and attention. The Committee discover no reasons for
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doubting the correctness of these positions. We believe our
climate nearly as well adapted to the production of silk, as the
climates of some other countries where the business has been
carried to great extent, and proved a rich source of revenue.
If, by any means, we can engage classes of citizens in the bus-
iness, who now have no productive employment, we may both
secure for them something of comfortable support, and at the
same time diminish, if it be only in a very small degree, the
enormous expenditure we are every year incurring for import-
ed silk.

The Committee have evidence, that in no other States the
practicability of converting mulberry leaves into paper has been
proved; but, we cannot suppose it would be proper to offer
bounties for manufactures not yet commenced in any part of
the Commonwealth. The Legislature, we think, confines itself
to protection and encouragements, rather than the origination
of industrial pursuits. What individual enterprize begins is
often very properly carried forward and perfected through pub-
lic patronage. With these views, the Committee recommend
some legal encouragement to silk growing, and that it be pre-
sented in such form as will effectually secure the bounty to the
persons who perform the first operations in the business. For
which purpose we report a bill.

MORRILL ALLEN, Chairman.
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BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollows:

1 Sect. 1. There shall be allowed and paid out of
2 the Treasury of the Commonwealth, for every ten
3 pounds weight of cocoons of silk, the produce of silk
4 worms raised within this Commonwealth, the sum of
5 one dollar and fifty cents, and in the same propor-
-6 tion, for any larger quantity of cocoons, to be paid
7 to the owner of such worms, or his legal represen-
-8 tatives.
1 Sect. 2. This act shall be subject to all the re-

-2 quisitions and penalties provided in an act for the
3 encouragement of the culture of silk, passed April
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In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four.
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4 11th, 1836, with the exception of the fifth and sixth
5 sections of said act.
1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect in sixty days
2 from the time of passing the same, and continue in
3 force during the term of three years from the time
4 of its going into operation.


