
SENATE.... !Vo. 69.
Reported by a Select Committee, consisting of Messrs. Copeland, H. W.

Cushman, and Park.

The Special Committee, to whom were referred the Messages of
His Excellency the Governor of Jan. 31, and Feb. 7, and the
accompanying Documents, together with so much of the Ad-
jutant General’s Report as relates to the state of the Arms
and Military Stores, submit the following

REPORT:
The question to which the attention of your Committee has

been mainly directed, is, were these Military Stores the absolute
property of Massachusetts.

That they have been treated as such, by the Orders of Coun-
cil directing their sale, by the Acting Quarter Master General
in disposing of more than one half the proceeds for the use of
the militia, and by the Report of “ the Committee of the Mili-
tia.” made to and accepted by the Council on the sth of Jan-
uary, 1844, is very evident. That Committee say in the re-
port referred to—“ the property thus sold, though belonging to
the Commonwealth, was originally purchased for the use of the
militia.” If this assertion be true, no further legislation on the
subject is necessary ; but if the Legislature agree in opinion
with your Committee, that it is erroneous, it may be wise to
set apart the money received until it shall be well ascertained
to whom it belongs.

By the report of the Adjutant General of Dec. 31, 1842, it
appears there were then in the Arsenal 13,994 muskets. Of
those muskets a large portion were purchased for the purpose
of arming the militia in the war of 1812, and charged in the ac-
count of this Commonwealth against the United States, as an
expenditure incurred for the general welfare; and the remain-
der were furnished by the United States, under the act of 1808,
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for arming the militia. How many of the muskets sold in
1843 were of those which now stand charged in our unsettled
account with the United States, we have been unable to ascer-
tain. In answer to an order of the Senate of the 20th of Feb.,
calling for information upon that point, His Excellency the
Governor replies, that the means of furnishing such information
are not in possession of the Executive department; and your
Committee cannot but express their surprise that the officer
under whose immediate charge this valuable property was
placed, and whose correctness and efficiency are so warmly ap-
plauded in the report to the Council before referred to, should
have permitted nearly 6000 muskets to pass through his hands,
and be scattered by a public sale, without keeping such a
record as should enable him at once to give the important in-
formation required.

With regard to the other military stores embraced in the sale,
there is not so much doubt. Your Committee have ascertained
from unofficial, but, as they believe, sufficient authority, that
the articles named in the annexed schedule, with the exception
of saltpetre, were purchased in the war of 1812, and charged
to the United States; and that the saltpetre was received in
exchange for gunpowder so purchased and charged. These
articles produced the sum of $2,693. The muskets produced
the sum of $10,360 60; and the remainder of stores sold,
about which alone there is no doubt that they were the abso-
lute property of the Commonwealth, produced $1,469 96.

By assuming that these military stores were the property of
this Commonwealth, and disposing of the proceeds accordingly,
your Committee are of opinion that an error has been commit-
ted, which, if not corrected, may have a serious bearing upon
the interest of the State ; and they are confirmed in this opin-
ion, by the caution which has been deemed necessary in the
action of the Executive department prior to 1843. So late as
June, 1842, the Adjutant General recommended the sale of
some of these articles which he considered unserviceable. His
letter was referred to a Committee of the Council, and their re-
port was thus made.

“ The Committee to whom was referred a communication
of the Adjutant General of the 6th June, inst., Report; That
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they have considered the subject submitted to them, and hav-
ing some doubts whether the articles referred to are the property
of the Commonwealth or of the United States, they recommend
that the Council should not take any measures at the present
time,” &c.

If it should turn out on further investigation that any portion
of the property sold did belong to the United States, then it is
clear that for such portion this Commonwealth is bound to ac-
count with the United States ; and your Committee believe that
until such investigation is properly made, it will be but prudent
to set aside and invest the whole proceeds of said property to
await the result of such inquiry as maybe hereafter instituted ;

and to that end they recommend the passage of the following
Resolves.

B. F. COPELAND,
JOHN C. PARK.

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY

Sold by order of Executive Council , Aug. 21, 1843, referred to
in the accompanying Report.

66,830 lbs. iron shot, at 37J to 75 cts. the
100 lbs. - $304 87

7 baggage wagons for - 61 25
6 tents, 18 00

149 casks gunpowder, .... 1857 97
55 bags saltpetre, ----- 406 33

1 shot furnace, - -
-

-
- 400

Lot of wheelbarrows, - - -
- 500

30| doz. shovels and spades, - - - 104 58

2762 00
Less expenses of sale, - 69 00
Net proceeds, - 2693 00

5,807 muskets were sold at an
average price of $1 73 1-7
each, - - - - $10,547 91

224 musket boxes for - - 78 40

$10,626 31
Less expenses of sale, 265 71

Net proceeds, - $10,360 60
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RESOLVES
Concerning the Sale of Arms and Military Stores.

Resolved, That the appropriation of money received
for arms and military stores sold by order of the Execu-
tive Council in 1843, in such manner as to assume that
this Commonwealth was the legal and sole owner of the
property thus sold, was injudicious and improper :
Therefore,

Resolved , That the Adjutant General be, and he is
hereby, directed to pay into the treasury of the Com-
monwealth the sum of six thousand one hundred and
twenty-eight 28-100 dollars, remaining in his hands from
the proceeds of the said arms and stores, and that the
treasurer be, and he hereby is, directed to invest the
said sum, when received by him, in such manner as he
may deem best for the interest of whom it may concern,
so to remain, until further legislative action is had
thereon.
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In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four.


