
SENATE:....rvo. 71.

The Joint Standing Committee on Prisons, to whom was refer-
red the several annual reports of the officers and inspectors
of the State Prison, and the commissioners’ report in relation
to repairs and alterations at the prison,

REPORT:
On their first visit to the prison they were politely conducted

by the warden through the interior of the prison, and the sev-
eral work-shops in which the convicts were employed, and
were pleased with the systematic arrangements and business
operations, and also with the uniform degree of neatness in the
several departments for labor and confinement, which reflect
much credit on the officers.

On their next visit they examined carefully the exterior of
the prison, and the buildings and fences appertaining thereto,
to ascertain what alterations and repairs were necessary to be
provided for, and particularly the buildings, fences, &c., refer-
red to in the commissioners’ report, (printed document, Senate
No, 42.) We think all that is contemplated in that report needs
to be done, with some other alterations of no less importance,
viz: An alteration in the doors of the cells, as far as it can be
done with safety, to admit sufficient light to enable the occu-
pants to read in the evening, and afford a better opportunity for
supervision.*

* The committee recommend the formation of a class of such convicts as
cannotread, to be instructed on Sabbath afternoons.
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A building is also needed for the storage of coal.
It appers, by the report referred to, that the aggregate of the

estimate for building shop, barn, and making other repairs, and
the deficiency the past year, is .... $ 17,611
Deduct estimate for building new shop, . . . 5,445

$12,166
Your committee are aware that so large an expenditure, for

such purposes as is reported by the commissioners, has not
been anticipated by the Legislature; and such is the state of
the treasury that they deem it inexpedient to rebuild, or make
any extra repairs on the cabinet shop the present year. The
other repairs and improvements embraced in said report, we
think are indispensable to the preservation of the prison and
appuftenances, and the safety and convenience of the convicts,
and accordingly report the accompanying resolves.

JOHN SAFFORD, Chairman.
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RESOLVES

Relating to Repairs at the State Prison.

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor, with the
advice of the Council, is authorized to cause to be con-
structed at the State Prison in Charlestown, a brick barn
with a slated roof, of such dimensions as may be required
for the uses of said prison, and to be located in the most
convenient position therefor, in the stead of the present
old and dilapidated building; and that he also cause the
fences in and about the yards of said prison, which are in
decay, to be suitably repaired or replaced, with new and
appropriate gate-ways and gates; the slating on the roofs
of the store-room and kitchen of the warden’s house, on
the east and west wings of the old prison, and on the
blacksmiths’ shops, to be repaired, or renewed, where
needed ; the walls of the old prison, and of the stone fence
around the prison yard, to be pointed with cement; the
guard houses to be repaired; and the wooden roofs of
any of the buildings to be re-shingled, where the same is
required for their preservation ; the doors of the cells to
be altered in such a manner as to admit a greater degree
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of light; to build a coal shed ; and to cause such necessa-
ry repairs to be made, in and about the buildings and
yards, as the security of the property from waste by neg-
lect, and the interest of the Commonwealth therein, may
render expedient. And the Governor, with the advice of
the Council, is further authorized to appoint some skilful
and discreet person to direct the work in the construction
and repairs before mentioned, under the general super-
vision of the Warden and Inspectors of the prison. And
compensation to the person so appointed shall be such as
the Governor and Council shall determine.

Resolved, That in the execution of the work before au-
thorized to be done, the Warden of the prison may em-
ploy such of the convicts as may safely, and to advantage,
labor therein.

Resolved, That, in addition to the labor which may be
performed by the convicts in the work aforementioned,
and the materials from the old barn and fences to be re-
moved, there is hereby appropriated to the constructions
and repairs aforesaid, from the treasury of the Common-
wealth, a sura not exceeding six thousand dollars, to be
drawn for, by warrant of the Governor and Council, in
such sums, from time to time, as they may judge proper.

Resolved, That a further sum of four thousand six hun-
dred and eleven dollars be appropriated from the treasury
of the Commonwealth, to supply an estimated deficiency
in the income of the prison to meet the expenses of the
last year.


