
SENATE No. 81

Senate, March 9, IS-14.

The Joint Standing Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom was committed the petition of the Charlestown Branch
Rail-road Company, report the accompanying bill.

Per order,

L. CHILD, Chairman.
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ia the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four.

AN ACT
To straighten the Charlestown Branch Bail-road, and for

other purposes.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Rcprcscnta-
t'ncs, in General Court assembled, and by the authority oj
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The Charlestown Branch Bail-rond
2 Company are hereby authorized to straighten their
3 Bail-road, in Somerville, and across the Lowell Bail-
-4 road, commencing at or-near Prospect street bridge,
5 so called, and running across the Medford road, near
6 the bridge over Miller’s Creek; thence southeasterly
7 of Hiram Hackelt’s house to a point on their rail-road,
8 easterly of their present junction with the Lowell Jlail-

-9 road and near the same. It is however expressly pro-
-10 vided, that inasmuch as a certain lot of land owned
1 1 by Caleb Metcalf and Hiram Hackett, and containing
12 between four and five acres, situate near the aforesaid
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13 junction, will be greatly injured by the proposed
14 straightening of said rail-road, said Charlestown
15 Branch Kail-road Company shall, and they are hereby
1G authorized to take the whole of said land, and the im-
-11 provements thereon, at the fair value thereof, which
18 shall be fixed by three disinterested referees; one to
19 be chosen by said proprietors or their representatives;
20 one by said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company,
21 and the third, by the two referees then chosen ; the
22 award of whom, or a majority of them, shall be final ;

23 and in case said proprietors or their representatives,
24 decline or neglect to appoint their referee, after notice
25 by said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company ; the
26 said Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company may
27 locate their road across said land, and in such case the
28 damages shall be assessed according to law.

1 Sect. 2. It is further provided that the Fitchburg
2 Rail-road Company shall have the same right, title
3 and interest in the new road-bed, thus located and
4 taken, as in the present road-bed of the said Charles-
-5 town Branch Rail-road Company.
1 Sf.ct. 3. The Charlestown Branch Rail-road Com-

-2 pany shall use the new track as a substitute for the
3 present crossing of the Boston and Lowell Rail-road;
4 but may reserve their present track as far as neces-

-5 sary for the purposes of a turn-out and for convenient
6 connection with the Boston and Lowell Rail-road;
7 and shall make and maintain their new crossing in
8 such manner as not unreasonably to incommode the
9 travel on the Boston and Lowell Rail-road, and shall

10 be under obligations in relation thereto as they arc
1 I now under by 2d section of the 108th chapter of the
12 Acts and Resolves ol 1841.
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1 Sect. 4. The said Charlestown Branch Rail-road
2 Company are further authorized to build a track from
3 some convenient point on their present road, on the
4 Fresh Pond Meadows ; across the Concord Turnpike
5 to Pickerel Point, so called, in West Cambridge.
1 Sect. 5. The said Charlestown Branch Rail-road
2 Company shall with respect to the new portions of
3 their Rail-road hereby authorized, be sulject to all the
4 duties, liabilities and restrictions, and have all the
5 powers and privileges contained in the 39th chapter
6 of the Revised Statutes and other statutes relating to
7 rail-road corporations.
1 Sect. 6. The said company shall also have power
2 to discontinue any part of their rail-road hereby super-
-3 sedi'd ; they shall be under all liabilities and obliga-
-4 tions as to crossing the public highways with their
5 new track, which they are now under, with respect to

6 their present tracks crossing the same highways.
1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


