
SENATE No. 93.

MESSAGE.

To the Senate:

I have received a printed communication, purporting to be
from the Governor of the State of Virginia, forwarding a copy
of resolutions passed by the General Assembly of that State on
the 15th of February last, on the subject of resolves passed by
the Legislature of this Commonwealth on the 16th day of Jan-
uary. proposing so to amend the Constitution of the United
States, as that representatives and direct taxes shall be appor-
tioned among the several States which are or may be included
within this Union, according to their respective numbers of
free persons, excluding Indians not taxed.

With the above-named Resolutions, in obedience to the fourth
in the series, the resolves of this Commonwealth, with the let-
ter of the Secretary accompanying them, are returned to the
Governor of Massachusetts. The resolutions of Virginia are
not authenticated in the manner usual in such communications.

These proceedings, on the part of the General Assembly of
Virginia, are, as far as I know, without a precedent in the cor-
respondence between States of this Union.

&ommouUmtltJj of JHassacijustttEs.
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The resolves of this Commonwealth, above referred to, with
a verbal alteration, have been passed by two successive Legis-
latures, with great unanimity. They propose, in a respectful
and constitutional manner, an amendment to the Constitution
of the United States.

The manner in which they have been treated by the govern-
ment of Virginia, demands your prompt and careful considera-
tion.

While I am persuaded that the Legislature of Massachusetts
will, under no circumstances, forget or disregard that courtesy
and decorum which should always mark the conduct of the
members of this confederacy towards each other, I trust they
will, on this occasion, maintain the ground which they have
deliberately taken, with a manliness and dignity that become
the representatives of an enlightened and independent people.

I herewith transmit the papers, for the further information of
the Legislature.

GEORGE N, BRIGGS.

Council Chamber, March 14, 1844.
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STATE OF VIRGINIA.

Executive Department, ?

Richmond, Virginia, Peb. 24, 1844. )

Sir, —In compliance with a request of the General Assembly
of Virginia, I have the honor to forward you herewith a copy
of certain resolutions adopted by that body on the 15th instant.

I am, very respectfully,
Your most obedient servant,

JAMES M’DO WELL.

To His Excellency the Governor of Massachusetts.

Preamble and Resolutions.

The Governor of this Commonwealth having, in his last
annual message, communicated to the General Assembly the
resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of Massachu-
setts, adopted March 23, 1843 ; and having this day communi-
cated the resolutions of the same body, passed on the 15th and
16th of January, 1844, all of said resolutions proposing to
amend the Constitution of the United States, so as to apportion
representation and taxation among the several States according
to their respective numbers of free persons, excluding Indians
not taxed ; of which resolutions it is proper that this Assembly
should take some notice ;

It is well known that the recognition and protection of the
peculiar interests of the slavcholding States, by making the
slaves a part of the basis of representation and taxation in the
Federal Government, was a compromise upon which the Fed-
eral Union of the States was formed, was acknowledged by
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Massachusetts, in convention, as the language ofall America—-
adopted in the Federal Convention by a vote almost unanimous
—and is essential to the peace, welfare and continuance of the
slaveholding States in this Union.

Therefore resolved , unanimously, by the General Assembly of
Virginia:

1. That vve cannot regard these resolutions as in truth a
proposition to amend the Federal Constitution, but virtually
one to dissolve the Union.

2. That whilst we have forborne the expression of complaint
at the disturbance of the peace and safety of the South, by the
agitation of the subject of our peculiar domestic institutions, by
individuals and voluntary societies at the North, we regard
this attack by the highest constitutional authority of a sister
State, as in the highest degree unjust, unkind, faithless to the
compromises of the Constitution, and meriting the deepest con-
demnation of every patriot and friend of the Union.

3. That when we look back to those periods of our history
when Massachusetts and Virginia cooperated so cordially, zeal-
ously and effectively, in achieving our independence, and se-
curing it by the adoption of our Federal Constitution, we can-
not but regard this attack with increased regret and abhorrence.

4. That the Governor of this Commonwealth be, and he is
hereby, requested to communicate copies of the foregoing pre-
amble and resolutions to the Governors of the several States,
with the request that they may be laid before their respective
Legislatures; to the Senators and Representatives in Congress
from Virginia; and especially to return the original resolutions
to the Governor of Massachusetts.

Adopted by the General Assembly, February 15th, 1844.

GEORGE W. MUNPORI), C. H. D.
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Senate, March 14, 1844.
Read and referred to Messrs, Child, Hathaway and Dodge,

with such as the House may join.
Sent down for concurrence.

CHARLES CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, March 14, 1844.

Concurred : and Messrs. Saltonstall, of Salem,
Cushing, of Boston,
Bodtwell, of Groton,
Kellogg, of Pittsfield, and
Hayden, of Williamsburg,

are joined.
CHARLES W. STOREY, Jr. Clerk.

eommonliicalti) of ittassacljusctts.

Senate, March 15, 1844.

The Special Joint Committee, to whom was committed the
Message of His Excellency the Governor, of the 14th inst.,
with the Resolutions of the State of Virginia, have considered
the same, and

REP O R T

the accompanying Preamble and Resolves.

Per order,
LINUS CHILD, Chairman.
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RESOLVES
Relating to a Preamble and Resolutions and certain pro-

ceedings of the General Assembly of the State of Vir-
ginia.
Whereas, The Legislature of this Commonwealth, on

the sixteenth day of January last, did unanimously pass
certain resolves, recommending an amendment of the
Constitution of the United States, so as to apportion rep-
resentatives in Congress and direct taxes among the
several States, according to their respective numbers of
free persons; copies of which resolves, agreeably to the
terms thereof, were sent by His Excellency the Governor
to the President of the United States, and to the govern-
ors of the several States: and, whereas, the General
Assembly of Virginia, in a form unusual in the intercourse
between the several States of this Union, has seen fit to
cause the copy of the said resolves, which was sent to the
Executive of that State, to be returned to His Excellency
the Governor, accompanied by the following preamble
and resolutions :

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS,

CommontaraUU of iHassartjusctts.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-four.

The Governor of this Commonwealth having, in his last annual message,
communicated to the General Assembly the resolutions of the General Assem-
bly of the State of Massachusetts, adopted March 93, 1843; and having this
day communicated the resolutions of the same body, passed on the 15th and
16th of January, 1844, all of said resolutions proposing to amend the Consti-
tution of the United States, so as to apportion representation and taxation
among the several States according to their respective numbers of free per-
sons, excluding Indians not taxed; of which resolutions it is proper that this
Assembly should take some notice :
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It is well known that the recognition and protection of the peculiar interests
of the slaveholding Stales, by making the slaves a part of the basis of repre-
sentation and taxation in the Federal Government, was a compromise uponwhich the Federal Union of the States was formed, was acknowledged by
Massachusetts, in convention, as the language of all America—adopted in the
Federal Convention by a vote almost unanimous—and is essential to the peace,
welfare and continuance of the slaveholding States in this Union.

Therefore resolved, unanimously, by the General Assembly of Virginia :

1. That we cannot regard these resolutions as in truth a proposition to
amend the Federal Constitution, but virtually one to dissolve the Union.

2. That whilst we have forborne the expression of complaint at the disturb-
ance of the peace and safety of the South, by the agitation of the subject of
our peculiar domestic institutions, by individuals and voluntary societies at
at the North, we regard this attack by the highest constitutional authority of a
sister State, as in the highest degree unjust, unkind, faithless to the compro-
mises of the Constitution, and meriting the deepest condemnation of every
patriot and friend of the Union.

3. That when we look back to those periods of our history when Massachu-
setts and Virginia cooperated so cordially, zealously and effectively, in
achieving our independence, and securing it by the adoption of our Federal
Constitution, we cannot but regard this attack with increased regret and ab-
horrence.

4. That the Governor of this Commonwealth be, and he is hereby, request-
ed to communicate copies of the foregoing preamble and resolutions to the
Governors of the several States, with the request that they may be laid before
their respective Legislatures ; to the Senators and Representatives in Congress
from Virginia; and especially to return the original resolutions to the Gov-
ernor of Massachusetts.

Adopted by the General Assembly, February 15th, 1844.

Noiv, therefore, Resolved, That the said resolves of the
Legislature of this Commonwealth do express the delib-
erate sentiments of the people of Massachusetts ;—-that
they do, in truth and in good faith, propose an amendment
of the Constitution of the United States;—that so far
from containing a proposition virtually to dissolve the
Union, they assert a principle which is essential to its
stability and permanence, and to the assertion and n ain-
tenance of which, in every constitutional way, the people
of Massachusetts will always hereafter, as they now do,
firmly and conscientiously adhere.

Resolved, That the fifth article of the Constitution of
the United States, by which a mode is provided for the
amendment of that instrument, with but a single restric-
tion as to the subjects of such amendment, does thereby
rceognize the right of the people, at their pleasure, to alter
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any or all of the terms and conditions, (with the exception
aforesaid,) upon which their union was formed ; and that
the said article, by excepting the proportion of direct taxes
from alteration prior to the year eighteen hundred and
eight, does thereby expressly admit the right of the peo-
ple, by an amendment of the Constitution, to change the
basis of the apportionment of such taxes, after the said
year eighteen hundred and eight, as is proposed by the
said resolves of the Legislature of this Commonwealth.

Resolved, That while we look back with great satisfac-
tion “ to those periods of our history, when Massachusetts
and Virginia cooperated so cordially, zealously and ef-
fectively, in achieving our independence, and securing it
by the adoption of the federal constitution,” it is our
highest pleasure to believe, that Massachusetts, from that
time to the present, in her laws and institutions, has as-
serted and illustrated the great truths of the declaration of
independence.

Resolved, That this Legislature cannot but regard the
return of their resolves by the General Assembly of Vir-
ginia as without a precedent in the correspondence be-
tween the States of this Union ; that the spirit manifested
in this proceeding is in derogation of the rights and in-
dependence of a sovereign State; and is a violation of
that courtesy which ought ever to characterize the inter-
course between the different States of a confederated
republic.

Resolved, That the Governor of this Commonwealth be
and he is hereby requested to communicate copies of the
foregoing preamble and resolves to the governors of the
several States, with the request that they may be laid
before their respective Legislatures.


