
SENATE..,.No. 94.

In Senate, March 15, 1844.

The committee to whom the communications of the Secreta-
ries of the Commonwealth were recommitted, have recon-
sidered their report, and ask leave respectfully t >

REPORT:
That they heard the statements of both secretaries, and find

that the late secretary, Mr. Bolles, at the close of his official
year, directed Mr. Lane, (the clerk who had had the principal
care of pension papers.) to place in his hands all those applica-
tions for pension certificates, upon which searches had been
made, and upon which there had not been sufficient found to
warrant the granting a certificate. With this proposition, Mr.
Lane immediately complied. The correspondence which led
to the return of these papers, is hereto appended.

Mr. Bolles informed the committee that he had told Mr.
Lane, to inform any person who applied for these papers that
they were in his office, and that if they would call there they
could have them. Mr. Lane confirmed this statement, show-
ing that there was no secresy in the transaction.

Mr. Bolles informed the committee that the reasons which
induced him to remove these papers were, that he might return

them to applicants or their authorized agents; that ho might
save his successor trouble ; and to avoid the possibility of the
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papers becoming mislaid, through the confusion and hurry
necessarily incident to a change of incumbents.

The committee farther inquired in reference to the fees re-
ceived by the secretary. The secretary stated that Mr. Tufts,
the chief clerk in his department, had acted as finance clerk,
and that persons, who came in and wished to have searches
made, carried their papers and fees at once to him. Soon after
Mr. Bollcs had the rolls, &c., relating to Revolutionary matters,
placed in one room, under the care of Mr. Lane, applicants
were in the habit of going directly to this room, with their
papers, &c., and there paid their fees to Mr. Lane. Of these
he kept a memorandum, and near the close of a quarter, he
handed this statement and gross amount to the secretary. Be-
sides these sums, Mr. Bolles stated that occasionally he had
received applications for searches, through the post-office,'en-
closing fees. Of these fees, he kept a pencil memorandum in
his wallet, and when the quarter’s account was to be made up,
the amounts received from Mr. Lane, and the amounts on his
memorandum, being added together, were reported to Mr.
Tufts by him, and the quarter’s salary made up accordingly.
The secretary farther assured the committee that no charge
had ever been made for searches, exceeding three dollars. The
committee, reporting the above facts, ask to be discharged
from the further consideration of this subject.

For the committee,

JOHN C. PARK, Chairman

Senate, March 15, 1844,

Accepted, and ordered to be printed.
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Ccmmoniutaltij of

Secretary’s Office ; Boston , Jan. ISih, 1844.

Sir,—Please to inform me whether, in any instances known
to yon, applications for certificates of revolutionary services
have been sent to this office, which applications, after partial
search has been made among the rolls, have been withdrawn
from the office.

If there have been such instances, please to state by whom
the applications have been withdrawn, and in whose hands
you believe them now to be; also, the names, as far as remem-
bered, of the applicants, and any other material particulars.

Respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

C. S. Lane, Esq. (Signed.)

Boston, January 19, 1844.

Sir,—In answer to inquiries in your letter of the 18th inst.
I would inform you, that all those pension cases to which you
refer, were handed by me to Mr. Bolles, about the 20th Dec.,
and he subsequently informed me that he should take them to
his office, where any one who called upon me for them, might
be directed.

Respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

CALVIN S. LANE,
Hon. J- Cl. Palfrey, Secretary, &c.
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JO Court St., Feb. 8.

Dear Sir,—In compliance with your request, 1 send you the
Pension Regulations under the hand of Mr. Commiss’r Ed-
wards, hoping they may be of some aid and comfort to you in
your daily pension trials.

I understand that yon have ceased charging fees for certifi-
cates of service. It seems to me that the statute prescribing
fees authorizes (not to say requires) the secretary to charge a
fee for all copies; and a certificate is in fact a certified copy of
the record. My own views upon the subject, both as to duly
and expediency, remain unchanged. But, I pray you, do not
suppose that the above suggestion is querulous;—far from it.

On leaving the office I brought with me a number of pension
applications, on which search had been made and nothing
found. These I have to a considerable extent, as I felt bound
to do, restored to the agents to whom they belong. All appli-
cations on which seach had not been made I left with you.

I have to thank you for your kind attention to my request in
the matter of books, &c., and in return for the same 1 pray you
to accept the enclosed vols. containing the annual reports of the
Registrar General of England, which you will find of service
in preparing the third annual report on that subject.

I am, very respectfully,
And truly yours,

JNO. A. BOLLES.
Mr. Palfrey.

Boston, Feb. 9, 1844.

Sir,—Mr. Boyce, the son of the widow of George Boyce, a
revolutionary soldier, called at the office today for the purpose
of obtaining the evidence of his father’s services.

He says that he instructed Mr. Williams to act as the attor-
ney for his mother, to procure from Mr. Bolles, the then Secre-
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tary of the Commonwealth, such evidence, with a proper ap-
plication, and the $3 fees as required were remitted at the time
such application was made.

After examining the files in the office, I informed Mr. Boyce
that no such application was on file, but that I had a distinct
recollection that it had been filed by myself, and as Mr. Bolles,
at the time he left the office, took with him a number of such
documents, he would find it at his office, No. 10 Court st.

IS!r. Boyce then went to the office of Mr. Bolles and obtained
said application, which is now on file in this office.

Yours, with respect,

C. S. LANE.

Hon. J. G. Palfkey, Secretary, &c.

MEMORANDUM OF APPLICATIONS
Returned by Mr. Bolles to the Secretary's Office, which were

taken by himfrom the Office at the lime of his leaving.

Aaron Adams, Gabriel Hicks,
Moses Abbott, Timothy Hopkins,
Gad Alvord, Azor How,
David Bullock, Jacob Haskins,
Joel Brooks, Ephraim Hunt, Jr.,
Asa Bowkcr, Moses Hopkins,
Uri Bradley, Nathaniel Jones,
Isaac Bliss, t

Samuel Lambert,
Jonathan Carnes, Simeon Lovell,
Abel Cook, Reuben Lascomb,
Jonathan Elsworth, John Litchfield,
Thco. Fry, Sarah Lapham,
Daniel Fisk, Titus Parker,
Israel Fisher, Linus Parker,
Benj. Gibbs, Joseph Power,
Samuel Grant, Wm. W. Perry,
Ezekiel Taylor, Stephen Potter,
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Thomas Russell, Wm. Smith,
Nathan Sly, Wm Weston,
John Sheldon, Samuel Webb, 40.

February 12.

Dear Sir,—Since the reception of your note of this A. M., I
have collected every paper in my possession of the kind re-
ferred to, and very cheerfully place them at your disposal, in-
stead of transmitting them, as I have others, to the Agents, &c.

Yery respectfully,
Yours, &c.

JNO. A. BOLLES.
Hon. J. G. Palfrey.

With this note (received Feb. 13th) a file of 40 applications
was returned to the office.






