
SENATE No. 95.

In Senate, March 1844.

The majority of the Special Committee of the Senate, to
whom were referred “ the messages of llis Excellency the Gov-
ernor, of January 31 and February 7, and the accompanying
documents, together with so much of the Adjutant General’s
report as relates to the state of the arms and military stores,”
have submitted a report, which has been printed as document
No. 69 of the Senate, “reported by a select committee, consist-
ing of Messrs Copeland, H. W. Cushman and Park.”

The report was made in the absence of the undersigned from
his seat, and without his expectation that it was about to be
presented, or it would have been accompanied by a minority
report upon some of the conclusions in that report, from which
he is obliged to differ.

The report of the majority of the committee does not call
in question the authority or expediency of the sale of the con-
demned State Arms and munitions, except as to the right of
property ; and the question to which the committee say their at-
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tention has been mainly directed is, “ wei£ these military stores
the absolute property of Massachusetts,” and they infer that they
hare been treated as such by the orders of council, directing
their sale, and by the Quarter Master General in disposing of
more than one half the proceeds for the use of the militia.

This appropriation of the proceeds of the sale of condemned
and useless munitions in the public arsenals, “ for the use of the
militia" the committee affirm, “ was injudicious and improper,”
and they propose to put into the treasury the balance of those
proceeds, $6,128 28, to be invested “ for the interest of whom it
may concern,” so to remain until further legislative action is
had thereon.” In other words, the design is to withdraw this
sum from the use of the militia, upon the assumed ground that
the proceeds do not belong to the Commonwealth, to be appro-
priated to arming and equipping the militia.

The majority of the committee also quote from the report of
the committee on the militia, made to and accepted by the coun-
cil on the sth January, 1844, the following proposition, name-
ly ; that “ the property thus sold, though belonging to the
Commonwealth, was originally [received or] purchased for the
use of the militia,” which they affirm is erroneous.

It is no where asserted in the report to the council above re-
ferred to, (as will be seen by reference to that report, which is
appended,) that the 11 absolute” property of all the military
stores is in the State, but that they belong to the Common-
wealth, subject to a “specific use ” and appropriation, viz:
that of the militia. If they do so belong to the Commonwealth,
the State has a right to exchange or dispose of those that be-
come useless, and supply others, either by direct exchange, or
by indirect exchange, through the purchase of others with the
proceeds. So long as this is done, the faith of the State to
apply this property to the uses of the militia, is preserved ; but
if the munitions or the proceeds are taken away from the uses
of the militia, there is manifestly a breach of the public faith,
and a wrong done to the militia.

The majority of the committee take issue with the conclu-
sions of the report to the governor and council of last year, and
say that if the assertion be true, that “ the property thus sold
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belonged to the Commonwealth, and was originally [received
orj purchased for the use of the militia, “no further legislation
on the subject is necessary.”

Now it can be demonstrated that the above proposition is
true, precisely as it reads, viz ; a property in the Common-
wealth subject to the sole uses of the militia.

All the arms and munitions in the State Arsenals, were de-
rived from two sources, either by purchase or by delivery from
the United States, under the act of Congress of April 23, 1808.
Those purchased by the State, of course belonged to the Com-
monwealth. Those received from the United States, were pro-
vided for arming and equipping the militia; and by the act of
Congress of ISOS, two hundred thousand dollars were to be
annually expended for providing arms, and “ all the arms pro-
cured in virtue of this act, shall be transmitted to the several
states and territories, in proportion to the number of militia in
each, and shall be distributed to the militia in such State or ter-
ritory, under such regulations as the Legislature thereof shall
prescribe.”

The duty of the Legislature is to distribute these arms to the
militia. If they are defective or have become useless, they
ought not to be distributed. The United States will not re-
ceive them back, and substitute others, for there is no power
except to give to each State its quota annually; and when once
delivered to a State, the United States have no claim on them
whatever, but in the good faith of the State, that they will be
used for arming and equipping the militia. If the State could
not exchange defective and broken implements of no use to the
militia, for new and suitable ones, it would follow that the
lumber of nearly half a century must be left in the State Ar-
senals, and every worn out and obsolete article be preserved
there from 18U8 forward, so long as this law shall last.

Instead of this absurdity, it must be plain that the United
Stales have no claim whatever upon this property, and that it
may rightfully be exchanged for other property, of like kind,
provided it be in good faith appropriated to the uses ot the
militia.

The majority of the committee appear to consider that these
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arms and munitions were first treated as the property of the
State by the late governor and council. This is erroneous. In
1838, they were so treated by the commissioner of the Massa-
chusetts militia claim, with the sanction of the Executive and
the Legislature by the acceptance of his report, in which
he says that those muskets received from the United States,
“in pursuance of the act of 1808, were delivered, and became
thereby the properly of the State.” [House document, No. 54,
1838.]

The State has uniformly treated all the arms and military
stores in the public arsenals, as belonging to the Common-
wealth, as will be seen by reference to the 6th and 7th sections
of the 11th chapter of Revised Statutes.

In June, 1822, the Legislature ordered the Commander in
chief, “ with advice of Council, from time to time, to cause to
be sold, or exchanged, such military stores belonging to the
Quarter Master General’s department, as may be found to be
unserviceable or in a state of decay, or which it may be for
the interest of the Commonwealth should be sold or ex-
changed.”

Under this resolve, Adjutant General Sumner, by advice of
Governor Brooks and his council, December 30, 1822, sold a
lot of cannon shot, cartridge boxes, belts, bayonets, scabbards
and muskets; and like sales have been made, January 3d,
1835, September 8, 1835, May, 1837, and May, 1839, amount-
ing in all to the sum of about $BOOO, which, except the pro-
ceeds of gun-houses, was applied to the uses of the militia.

These military stores, whether purchased by the State or
received from the United States, were also “treated as the
property of Massachusetts,” and so considered by Governor
Davis and Adjutant General Dearborn, in 1842. This will be
seen by the following copy from the records of the Adjutant
General’s office, which goes much beyond any proposed dispo-
sition of this property by the Executive in 1843.



1844.] SENATE—No. 95. 5

{ Copy-)
“ Adjutant General’s Office, (

Boston, June 6, 1542. (

“His Excellency John Dayis :

“Sir,—Since the interview I had with you this morning, I
have again seen the Quarter Master General of the State of
Rhode island, and he informed me that Governor King pre-
ferred that a loan should be made of 1200 infantry accoutre-
ments, by this Stale to that of Rhode Island, instead of a sale,
as arrangements have been made to have a sufficient number
made. The Quarter Master General will obligate himself to
return the articles loaned, or to pay for them at the -price we
have established, in the event any portion of them should not
he returned. As we have over 3000 accoutrements, in our
arsenals, and as it will be deemed a great favor to grant the
request of Governor King, it is respectfully recommended that
the favor requested should be granted.

With the highest respect, &c.,
H. A. S. DEARBORN,

Adjt. and Act 1g. Q. M. GeneralA

From the foregoing proofs, it is apparent, that the right of
property in all the military stores, is, in the Commonwealth,
subject only to the uses of the militia and the public defence,
and this property has uniformly been so treated.

As to the origin of the muskets in the State arsenals, the
majority of the committee do not classify those purchased by
the State, during the war, and those received from the United
States. They further state, that “ His Excellency the Gov-
ernor (in answer to an order of the Senate of February 20,
1844, calling for information on that point) replies, that the
means of furnishing such information are not in possession of
the Executive Department.” And yet the committee, in their
report, censure the present Adjutant General, (who of course
can have no means of information which the Commander in
Chief has not access to,) by expressing “ their surprise that
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he should have permitted nearly 6000 muskets to pass through
his hands and be scattered by a public sale, without keeping
such a record as should enable him at once to give the impor-
tant information required.”

Now it should be borne in mind, that when the present offi-
cer was appointed, in 1843, he took the public property and
the records, precisely as his predecessor handed them over.
Not one of the articles sold in 1843 were received or purchased
in that year, and, of course, the only means of showing their
origin, was the former inventories, marks and records. These,
as His Excellency the Governor now informs the Senate, fur-
nish no information on this point. If, therefore, there has been
any omission in designating this property, so as to tell what
was purchased by the State and what received from the United
States, it is no fault of the present officer, but of his prede-
cessors.

There is, however, some information on this subject, Sep-
tember 18, 1841, in answer to a letter from the Secretary of
War to Governor Davis, at the time of anticipated difficulties
concerning the Maine boundary. Adjutant General Dearborn
reported “that the number of small arms which the State
possesses, including those distributed to the militia, which
have been received from the United States, and purchased by
the State, is as follows :

Muskets purchased by the State, . . 1,391
Received from the United States, . . 16,421 ”

The above 1391, of purchased muskets, included “200 for-
eign muskets,” 92 of which were sold in 1843, and since
falsely called “ revolutionary trophies,” and it is proper to say,
that the origin of those obsolete arms can be traced to no other
source than a purchase by the State.

In a printed document, No. 54, of the House, in 1838, the
agent for the militia claim, Hon. I. C. Bates, states that “the
whole number of arms purchased by the State and charged,
(to the United States,) is 2,645,” amounting to $32,966 69.

■ Of this number it appears but 1931 were left in 1842. But
there is not, as the majority of the committee suppose, a
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single musket “ which now stands charged in our unsettled
account with the U. States.” The whole claim as to muskets,
has been adjusted and liquidated, between the State and the
United Slates, and only waits an appropriation by Congress, to
pay the money.

The origin of the Massachusetts Militia Claim on the United
States was this. In 1813, the Executive of Massachusetts ap-
plied to President Madison for this State’s quota of arms, &c.,
under the act of 1808. The President, owing to the hostile at-
titude of Massachusetts to the war, declined, until he should
first supply the frontier States and the militia who had come
forward in the service of their country.

The State, accordingly, was obliged to purchase arms and
munitions, and the amount of these and other expenditures in
the war, make up the militia claim of . . $843,349

Of this there has been allowed and paid . 430,748

Leaving a balance of . .
. . . $412,601

This was referred by Congress to the Secretary of War, who
liquidated the claim in 1837, and allowed $272,716, which is
now a settled balance due this State, and for which Congress is
bound to make an appropriation.

Among the items allowed in this liquidated balance were—

For muskets, ...... $32,996 69
For accoutrements, .... 12,542 97

$45,539 66

This was the whole amount claimed, as will be seen by the
report of the commissioner, Mr. Bates, in 1838, and for this
amount the United States has no claim upon the old muskets
or accoutrements ; but when we get that money, there will
thereafter be deducted from our quota of arms, &c., that amount,
which is the same as if the United States had paid for and fur-
nished those arms to the State, under the act of 1808. Conse-
quently when we get the $45,539, that amount will be charged
to the Stale as so much advance upon the quota of arms, &c.,
thereafter coming to the State under the act of 1808.
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The committee further say that, “ by assuming that these mil-
itary stores were the property of this Commonwealth, and dis-
posing of the proceeds accordingly , your committee are of opin-
ion that an error has been committed which, if not corrected,
may have a serious bearing upon the interest of the State and
they add that, “ if it should turn out, on farther investigation ,

that any portion of the property sold did belong to the United
States, then it is clear that, for such portion, this Commonwealth
is bound to account with the United States and they propose
“ to set aside and invest the whole proceeds of said property
to await the result of such inquiry as may be hereafter insti-
tuted.”

Is this last proposition reputable to the Commonwealth I
We have had commissioners, to adjust this claim, for more than
twelve years past. The Senate has called upon the Executive
for information on this point, and he says there is no means of
furnishing it in that department.

Now, if there is any thing to state an account upon with the
United States, in regard to these items, as purchased in the war
of 1812, and charged to the United States, it should appear
somewhere, and not be guessed at from “ unofficial,” or merely
verbal suggestion ; and if it has not been found in all the above
named researches, is it worth while to put it off to “such in-
quiry as may be hereafter instituted'? ” If we have got no in-
formation so far, would it not be wisest for us to admit that
there can be nothing more found, and take it as it is?

The majority of the committee, however, propose to with-
draw from the use of the militia the sum of $6128 28, and the
reason given is, that they “ have ascertained from unofficial,
but, as they believe, sufficient authority, that the articles named
in the annexed schedule, with the exception of saltpetre, were
purchased in the war of 1812, and charged, to the United Slates,
and that the saltpetre was received in exchange for gunpowder
so purchased and charged. These articles produced the sum
of $2693.”

If these articles were charged to the United States, and formed
portions of the items of the militia claim against the govern-
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merit, the entries would appear somewhere, and if they do not,
it is clear they could not have been so charged.

The principal item is 149 casks of the “Lady Johnson Gun-
powder,’ 7 which sold for $1857. If the United States has paid
the Slate for this powder, or if it is included in the liquidated
balance of §272,716, allowed as due the Stale, in the report of
the Secretary of War, Dec. 23d, 1837, then the proceeds of the
sale are to be deducted from that sum when we get it.

But it can be demonstrated that this powder formed no item
of that liquidated balance. Among the rejected items of our
militia claim, which were not allowed in the payments made
to the State in 1831, were those under the head of “ miscella-
neous,” amounting to $240,759 59. These were referred after-
wards to the Secretary of War; and of those miscellaneous
claims, he allowed for powder $40,515 GO; for muskets, $32,-
996 69; and for accoutrements, $12,542 97; which were the
whole sums claimed under those heads.

The muskets and accoutrements, as has been seen, do not
enter into the account at all, as connected with the recent sale,
and can have no bearing on the militia claim. All that the
government claims, under this head, is that arms and accoutre-
ments to that amount. $45,539, must be charged to the State,
and be withheld from its quota under the act of 1808; and this
would be the same whether the condemned arms were sold and
exchanged for other implements for the use of the militia, or
whether they remained in the arsenals.

All the gun-powder which was embraced in the $272,716, is
found specified in a printed 1! statement” of the particulars of
the !! miscellaneous” items of $210,759, which was rejected in
1831. Each article, with the vouchers, is given in that state-
ment, which was the account stated of the claim against the
government, as presented to the Secretary of War, by an agent,
Hon. I. C. Rales, in his report published as document No. 54
of the 1 louse, 1838.

In this printed statement, (which was not found in the de-
partment, but was received, as the undersigned learns, from
It Ir. Slicafe, the late store-keeper, who refused to deliver up his
books and papers to the Governor and Council,) appears the

2
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following purchases of gun-powder during the war, which is
all that was charged to the United States.

“ Gunpowder.
Accounts of Edward and W. Reynolds, 5000 lbs. 30th of

March, 1813. 14,000 lbs. Blh and 23d of September, 1814.
Accounts of French & Everett, 7500 lbs. Ist of May, and

2250 lbs, 4th September, 1813.
Accounts of Samuel S. Newman, 9180 lbs. 25th of April.

5400 lbs. 24th of May, and 9900 lbs. 10th of September, 1814.
And the agent for the militia claim appends to his statement

of these items the following :
—“ All the powder above-men-

tioned appears to have been procured in Boston
None of these items embrace the 149 casks of “Lady John-

son gunpowder” which was sold in 1843. That article was
not procured in Boston, but is understood to have been of Brit-
ish manufacture, taken in the Lady Johnson prize, and pur-
chased at Philadelphia. The weight was 13,350 lbs., and it
corresponds with no item in the statement of the powder
charged in an account with the United States, and liquidated
by the Secretary of War in 1837.

This proves beyond question that the Lady Johnson gun-
powder was never charged to the United States, nor reckoned
as any part of the militia claim, and consequently it was the
property of the Quarter Master General’s department, and was
properly sold, the proceeds belonging to that department, for
the use of the militia, and not to “ whom it may concern

This reduces all the items sold in 1843, which the majority
of the committee attempt to designate as possibly embraced in
our militia claim upon the United States, from the sum of
$2093 to $894, leaving the following items in their schedule as
the only ones in regard to which it can even be guessed that
they may have possibly entered into the items of that claim, to
wit:

66,830 lbs. iron shot, ....$3Ol 87
7 baggage wagons, . . . . 61 25
6 tents, . . . • . ■ 18 00
55 bags salt petre, .... 406 33



1844] SENATE—No. 95. 11

1 shot furnace, ..... 400
Lot of wheelbarrows, .... 5 00
30| doz. shovels and spades, . . 104 58

$894 03
These items arc quite too small to be made a ground of in-

vestment in the treasury, “for whom it may concern'' or the
occasion of throwing a doubt over our militia claim. The
State, without any investment, will doubtless be able to bear
this deduction from that claim, when we get it, without with-
drawing it from the militia.

But there is no satisfactory evidence that even these items
come within our liquidated claim. Of the “ 66,830 lbs. iron
shot,” sold in 1843, 25,665 lbs. were “ case shot,” and no such
item is found, it is believed, in the statement of our claim which
the Secretary of War adjusted. The saltpetre is still more
doubtful, as no such item appears, and no evidence that it was
an exchange for any part of the powder charged to the United
States. Whether the “ 6 wall tents" sold in 1813 were actu-
ally made of the “ ravens duck" purchased of Josiah Bradlee
in 1814, and charged in our accounts with the United States,
is involved in like mystery; and the same may be said of the
old wheelbarrows and shovels. If the cannon shot, gun car-
riages, tumbrils, camp kettles and wagons are to come into the
account, of which there is no good evidence, we must go back
to the sales of these articles, made under Governor Brooks in
1822, and Governors Everett and Davis in 1835, '36, ’37, &.C.,
which must also be deducted from our claim, if the majority of
the committee are right in making their proposed reduction for
the like sales in 1843 ; so that we shall require another invest-
ment oi some $BOOO on that account, for u whom it may con-
cern."

But in point of fact and sound sense, if any of the articles,
as is suspected by the majority of the committee, were to be
set apart for the United Stales, upon the liquidation of the bal-
ance of our claim in 1837, why was it not done by the Execu-
tive and the Quarter Master General at that time? lhat it
was not done, but the property left at loose ends, would imply
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gross neglect, if such property was in our possession ; and the
fact that it was not done, is strong presumption that no such
disposition of any of the property was ever contemplated, until
it was suggested by the report of the majority of this com-
mittee.

The only possible or practical question is, were these items
(other than the muskets) included in the liquidation of the
$272,716, adjusted by the Secretary of War"?

His report to the House of Representatives is as follows:
Department of War, Dec. 23, 1837.

“ The original amount (of the claims of the State of Massa-
chusetts for militia services) was $813,349, which by a pay-
ment of $ll,OOO in 1837, and $419,748, in 1831, was reduced
to $412,601, which is still claimed. Of this sum it appears
upon applying the same principles which have governed the
department in the settlement of similar claims, made by other
States, there will be due $272,716 14, of which $45,539 66,
being for arms and accoutrements purchased by the State; arms,
&c., to that amount, must be charged to the State, and be with-
held from its quota, under the act of 1808, for arming and
equipping the militia. And all warlike stores, remaining in
the State, which are paid for by the general government, must
he delivered up to the possession and use of the United States.”

Signed. J. R. POINSETT.

Now, were the iron shot, baggage wagons, gunpowder,
wheelbarrows, and shovels, which were sold in 1843, included
in and allowed, in the adjustment of the above $272,716 7
There is no evidence that they were, and on the contrary, it
appears they were not included; and if they were not, they
have no more to do with the militia claim than the sale of old
gunhouses or any other State property. But even if they were
so included, all that the State could ever be called on for. is to
account for the proceeds of their sale, to wit: $2693, as so much
deduction from the sum of $272,716, when that sum shall be
received from the United States. The State is entitled to the
original cost in 1814, if then purchased. But she is not to keep
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deteriorating and useless stores on hand, more than thirty years,
waiting to get her money for the first cost. She should make
the most of her property by use or sale; and account for the
proceeds, if they are fairly to be deducted from the amount.

Supposing then that all the majority of the committee assume
as to these items were correct, it amounts only to the fact, that
the State, after waiting six years since this balance was unli-
quidated, has sold useless and deteriorated stores to the value
of §2,693, and by so much anticipated the liquidated balance
of her account.

The question then arises, ought this sum to be withdrawn
from the use of the militia and put into the treasury ?

The undersigned believes not, and he regards it as a duty
the State owes the patriotic volunteer militia of this Common-
wealth, and as a course entirely safe to the interests of the
Commonwealth, to leave this whole sum in the Quarter Master
General’s Department, to be appropriated to arming and equip-
ping the militia; and he therefore recommends that the resolves
reported by the committee do not pass.

HENRY W. CUSHMAN,

A Minority of the Committee,
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November 25th, 1843.

Ordered, That the Committee on the Militiaexamine the re-
turns of the sales of the public property in the State Arsenals,
made under the order of Council of July Ist, and ascertain
the net proceeds, and the disposition made of the same, within
the provisions of said order.

[Adopted.]

(EommontocaUJj of JHassacljusttts.
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Commontotaltlj of iHassartjuGcttß.

Council Chamber, Jan. 3, 1844.

The Standing Committee on the Militia, instructed by an Order
of Council of Nov. 25th, 1543, to examine the returns of the
sales of the public property in the State Arsenals, made un-
der the order of Council of July first, and ascertain the net
proceeds, and the disposition made of the same, within the
provisions of said order,

REPORT,
That they have examined the accounts and vouchers of the

acting Quarter Master General, from which it appears, that in
pursuance of said order, he caused to be, sold, at public auction,
the property in the Arsenals designated by said order, and the
report of June 21st, accompanying the same, which property
had been condemned as unserviceable, or rated as useless, by
Commissioners appointed by the Governor in pursuance of a
resolve of the Legislature of March 16, 1843.

The sale appears to have been made in all respects in a
proper manner, and no articles were sold that were suitable or
safe for the use of the Militia of the Commonwealth, or which
were not “ unserviceable, in a state of decay, or of such char-
acter that it would be for the interest of the Commonwealth to
sell them,” within the provisions of the standing resolve of
June 14th, 1822, and also the resolve of March 24, 1843, au-
thorizing “ the sale of all the munitions of war in the Arsenal
at Boston which may not be deemed worth preservation and
repair.

The net amount of the sales, after deducting the necessary
expenses, was $14,523 56.
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By the said order of Council of July 1, the Quarter Master
General was “ directed to apply so much of the proceeds of
such sale as he shall deem necessary, to the purchase of swords,
standards and carbines, and to a supply of such other articles
as he may ascertain that there is a deficiency of; and for the
cleaning, repairing, and preserving the arms and munitions of
war now in his keeping, to such extent as in his judgment
shall bo necessary.”

The property thus sold, though belonging to the Common-
wealth, was originally received or purchased for the use of
the militia, and by the terms of the order, the proceeds of
such sale were to be appropriated to, or reserved for, the use of
the militia and the public defence, and the repairing and pre-
serving of tire arms and munitions kept in the Arsenal for that
purpose.

Of the net proceeds derived from the sale, the sum of
$8,192 22 has been expended for the purchase of articles in-
dispensable for arming and equipping the militia in a proper
manner, by supplying deficiencies in that respect, of which
there had been just complaint, and in repairing and preserving
those that remain on hand.

The further sum of SS7 68 was expended for necessary
chaise and carriage hire, to convey the Adjutant General and
the Committee to and from the arsenals, while engaged in pre-
paring for the sale and in cleaning and repairing the arms, and
has therefore been charged under the order of July Ist, as inci-
dental and necessary to its execution. Of this sum thirteen
dollars was for the conveyance of the committee and the re-
mainder for that of the Adjutant General, whose frequent per-
sonal attendance was indispensable. The further sum of
$ll5 38 was applied to immediate repairs upon the arsenal
in Boston, necessary for the preservation of the arms placed
therein. No appropriation was made for this purpose, and the
sale of the Arsenal in Boston, which was contemplated by the
resolve of March 21th 1843, having failed to be effected, the
city authorities declining to pay an equivalent for the interest
of the Commonwealth therein, (lie arms and munitions there
stored could not be removed; and in the judgment of the
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Acting Quarter Master General, it would have been a waste of
the public property, to have repaired the arms, and then left
them exposed to immediate injury in an unfit place of deposit.
He has therefore, charged this expenditure to the account for
the preservation of the arms and munitions.

The whole amount expended of the net proceeds of the sales,
is $8,395 28 leaving an unexpended balance of $6,128 28.

This sum belongs exclusively to the uses of the militia, in
perfecting their equipment, supplying deficiencies therein, and
improving and preserving the arms and implements kept for
the public defence; and in the judgment of the committee,
should be appropriated to no other purpose.

The condition of the arsenals and the public property there-
in, is now highly creditable to the Commonwealth and worthy
of the character of her active militia: and the manifest im-
provements in this respect, under the indefatigable and well
directed efforts of the Adjutant General, and the prompt and
liberal regard which has been bestowed upon the wants of the
militia, have contributed essentially to give a fresh impulse to
the public spirit of the patriotic young men who compose our
independent corps.

Instead of dilapidation and slovenly neglect in the arsenals
and their appendages, and a deposit of imperfect, or unservice-
able arms and obsolete accoutrements, which were dangerous
or unsuitable to be placed in the hands of the militia, either in
peace or war ; these public deposits have been put in as good
condition as the means of the department would allow, are
kept with perfect neatness and order, and the arms and equip-
ments repaired, cleaned and arranged in the best possible man-
ner for use or preservation. The contrast in this respect be-
tween the present arrangements and the condition of the public
property in the early part of the last year, can be realized only
by those who visited the arsenals then, and will inspect them
now. The committee cannot refrain from saying that the
highest credit is due to the Adjutant General for the judicious
and exact manner in which he has performed this laborious
service.

In May last a minute and actual inventory ofall the property
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in the Arsenals, was taken by practical commissioners appoint-
ed under the resolve of March 18, 1843. The Adjutant Gen-
eral has subsequently from actual inspection, made a like in-
ventory, which accompanies his annual report. After disposing
of the arms which were reported by the commissioners to be
defective or unsuitable for use, there are now belonging to the
Commonwealth, in the hands of the active militia, 4062 mus-
kets and 714 rifles, and in the arsenals 9777 muskets and 580
rifles, being an aggregate of 13,839 muskets and 1294 rifles.
Of the muskets in the arsenals, 3830 are of the manufactures
of the years 1817, T 8 and 19, and consequently less valuable
than those of later dates. The remainder, 5947, are mostly of
improved manufactures subsequent to 1830, and will rate in the
first class of contract muskets.

The result of the inquiries of the committee, under the order-
referred to them and the general duties of their appointment,
is, that the militia of the Commonwealth was never so well
armed and equipped as it now is, with so ample means in the
department to supply deficiencies in this respect; and that the
arms and munitions of war in the arsenals, have at no time
been more effective for immediate or prospective service.

CHARLES HOWARD,
JOSHUA COLBY,
HENRY CROCKER,

Committee of the Militia.

January sth, 1844.[Report accepted.]






