
SENATE No. 76.

Treasury Office
March Bih, 1848. j

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives :

By a resolve of the legislature, passed April 20th, 1847, it
was provided, that the weights, measures, and balances, received
from the government of the United States, and subsequently
deposited in the library of Harvard University, should be re-
moved and placed in the state-house, and the treasurer was
authorized and directed to prepare a place for them in the
library, or, if he should deem advisable, in some other part of
the state-house.

It was found, upon examination, that the requisite space
could be had in no other room so conveniently as in the treas-
ury office, where it could be spared without the slightest in-
convenience, and where a foundation could readily be laid
sufficiently firm to support the balances, and not interfere
essentially with the space in the cellar below.

A room was, therefore, partitioned off from this office, meas-
uring about eight feet by eleven, and the weights, measures,
and balances, placed in it.

Their removal from Cambridge, and adjustment here, was
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attended to personally by Dr. Bache, the superintendent of the
coast survey, assisted by Mr. Edward Howard, the deputy-
sealer ; and both these gentlemen expressed themselves well
pleased with the arrangements which had been made for carry-
ing into effect that provision of the resolve above quoted.

The expense of the alterations and repairs on the treasury
office, consequent upon the removal of the weights and meas-
ures into it, was $419 68, and the amount paid to the treas-
urer of Harvard College, for the cost of preparing a place
there, was $251 21,—making in all $670 89.

By subsequent sections of the resolve above mentioned, the
treasurer is required to have made two sets of dry measures, of
brass, as aliquot parts of the half-bushel received from the
government of the United States, and also a model set of
weights, measures, and balances, suitable for county and town
standards.

Mr. Howard, the deputy-sealer, has just completed the arti-
cles above named.

The model standard appears to combine the elements of
ufility, elegance, and moderate cost, to a degree which should
make it generally acceptable; and the articles are all enclosed
in a substantial case, in such a manner that they can be con-
veniently preserved for an indefinite length of time.

The expense of construction is not yet precisely known, as
the work is but very recently completed.

It is certain, however, to fall very much short of the balance
of the appropriation made for the purpose.

The Commonwealth is now furnished with duplicate sets of
all the weights, measures, and balances, used as standards by
the United States government, one of which is provided by said
government and placed in the treasury office, and the other,
constructed by the deputy-sealer to conform as nearly as pos-
sible to the first, to be kept by him for daily use, and occasion-
ally verified by those above named.

In addition to the foregoing, there are sundry old copper
measures, brass and copper weights, and old scales, which
might well be disposed of, as they can be of no further use to
the Commonwealth.
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I would, therefore, venture to recommend that some person
or persons be authorized to make an examination of the articles
on hand, and dispose of such as are not required to he kept, for
the benefit of the Commonwealth.

All which is respectfully submitted.

JOS. BARRETT, Treasurer.




