
SENATE No. 81.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

Whereas the Sabbath is an institution of God, and its strict
observance is the duty and the interest of a Christian people, as
corporations as well as individuals ;

Therefore, we the undersigned, citizens of this Common-
wealth, would respectfully petition your honorable bodies, that,
in all charters which shall be granted by you for railroads, a
clause may be inserted making allrunning of cars and locomo-
tives on such railroads on the Lord's Day,

to involve a forfeiture
of charter.

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c.

Stetson Raymond, Enoch Sanford,
Constantine Blodgett, Charles T. Grosvenor,
Erastus Maltby, Mortimer Blake,
W. Barrows, Jr., George Denham.

PETITION.
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In Senate, March 16, 1848.

The Joint Standing Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom was referred the petition of Stetson Raymond and others,
praying that, in all charters hereafter granted for railroads, “a
clause may be inserted making all running of cars and locomo-
tives on such railroads on the Lord's Day , to involve a forfeit-
ure of charter have considered the same, and

REPORT:

The Committee believe, that the manner in which the Lord’s
Day is used, affects the character of a people. Where Sunday is
made a day of rest from the accustomed physical or mental
labor of other days, and is devoted to religious worship, and to
spiritual, moral, and social improvement, outward prosperity
will be seen to be greater, and the general condition and habits
of individuals higher and purer, than elsewhere. Every man
has a right to this day for his own rest and cultivation.

In the opinion of the'committee, it is wiser to leave this great
principle to work its way through the public mind, and thus
control customs and conduct, than to attempt to enforce the
observance of Sunday, as a day of rest, by legal penalties.

If any man chooses to disregard his right to the day, let him
be careful lest he infringe upon the right of his wiser brother;
but let him not be punished for that which regards himself
alone.

Within the last few years, it is believed that the considera-
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tion of this principle has made Sunday more extensively cher-
ished, as a blessing, than it was formerly; and that no legisla-
tion can be devised which will tend so safely, prudently, and
surely, toward a universal observance of the day, as to leave the
matter where it is.

If the prayer of these petitioners were granted, circumstances
are very likely to occur, where such a “ clause ” as they ask for,
would work a wrong which they would be the last men in the
world to desire. It would be very difficult to devise any pro-
hibitory law, which would not be liable to grave objections.
The committee are not without the hope, and somewhat confi-
dent expectation, that the time will come soon, when cars and
engines will not be driven on Sunday over any railroad in Mas-
sachusetts, unless for Avorks of necessity or mercy ; but they
are unanimously of opinion, that legislation on the subject is in-
expedient, and that the petitioners have leaxre to withdraw their
petition.

For the Committee,
A. D. FOSTER.




