
SENATE No. 82.

The Joint Committee on Towns, to whom was recommitted
the Report on the Petition of Charles A. Dearborne and
others, praying for a change in the dividing line between
Salem and Danvers, with instructions to report the facts in
the case, submit the following

The change in the dividing line, prayed for by the petitioners,
is as follows;—“Commencing at the south-westerly corner of
Harmony Grove in Salem, thence running nearly south to a
monumental stone on the south-westerly side of the Main Street,
near the north-west corner of William Sutton’s brick store;”
thus setting otf, from Danvers to Salem, a portion of territory
nearly in the form of a rectangular parallelogram, one hundred
and thirty-five rods in length and about fifty rods in width,
bounded on three sides by the city of Salem. The boundary
line of this territory on one of its longer sides, is the thread of
a small stream, which separates it from the Harmony Grove
Cemetery in Salem, and, on the other longer side, is either the
middle line or the Salem side of a populous street, leading from
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the centre of Salem to the village of South Danvers, there
being some uncertainty as to the precise line of division here.

The population of this territory is from 150 to 170. The
valuation is $152,700, of which about $41,000 is real estate.
The whole valuation of Danvers is $2,594,000. The rate of
taxation in Danvers is about sixty-two cents on $100; in Sa-
lem, about fifty-eight cents on $lOO. The town indebtment of
Danvers is $25,500, of which $9,220 is the surplus revenue in
the possession of the town, on which the town pays interest.
The valuation of school district No. 1, of which this territory
forms a part, was $474,300, in 1846. The number of children
attending school in district No. 1 is 266, between 60 and 75 of
whom reside in this territory. The debt of this school district,
incurred by building a new schoolhouse, is $2,000.

The petitioners were heard by their counsel, and also the
town of Danvers, which is opposed to the prayer of the peti-
tioners, and, after a careful consideration of the case, and a view
of the premises, your committee are unanimously of the opin-
ion, that the prayer of the petition should be granted, for the
following reasons :

1. There is, at present, an uncertainty as to the precise line
of division on the street above mentioned.

2. Many inconveniences result to the inhabitants, on a popu-
lous street, from having such street on the dividing line between
two towns. Their police arrangements are not so efficient as
they might otherwise be. There is danger that the fire-depart-
ments of the two towns might come into collision, in case of
fire, and other disadvantages arise from such a state of things,
which are readily seen.

3. This dividing street, if placed within the city of Salem,
could be kept in better repair; at present, it being lower in the
central part than at either end, water stands in the street at
certain seasons of the year; and it was in evidence, that it
could not easily be drained, except by sinking a drain in the
Salem end of the street, and extending it into Salem, and this
Danvers would have no authority to do.

4. The average distance of the inhabitants from the place of
holding town-meetings, is, on alternate years, three and one
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half miles; the distance to the place of voting in Salem about
half a mile. On the other alternate years, the distance is about
the same to the place of voting in Danvers as in Salem.

5, The inhabitants of this territory would be better accom-
modated with schools, the distance to the nearest schoolhouse
in Salem being about one half the distance to the schoolhouse
in Danvers.

6. It was stated before the committee, and not denied, that
all the inhabitants and owners of real estate on this territory,
are in favor of the petition, except three. Of these, two have
taken no active part in the premises, and one is opposed to the
petition, because the proposed line divides his estate.

The principal reasons adduced by the remonstrants, why the
prayer of the petition should not be granted, are the following,
viz:—

1. If any change is necessary, the proposed one is not the
best that could be made. No other line, however, was definitely
proposed.

2. It sets off an ancient burial-ground from Danvers to Sa-
lem. This burial-ground was originally in Salem, has hereto-
fore been used by both Danvers and Salem, is now full; and the
rights of both Danvers and Salem are secured by the reported
bill.

3. It takes away a large amount of taxable property from
the town of Danvers.

4, It will injuriously affect school-district No. 1, in Danvers,
by taking away so much territory and property, and so many
children.

As a full equivalent for this, the inhabitants on this territory
give up their interest in the Wallis fund,—a fund yielding an
annual income of about $125, belonging to school-district No. 1,
and Salem pays to Danvers an amount exceeding their whole
debt incurred by building the new school-house in this district.

The committee, therefore, report back the accompanying
Bill.

WILLIAM 11. WOOD, Chairman.




