
SENATE No. 85.

The Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, to which was
referred an order of the House of Representatives, of Janu-
ary 29th, 1848, instructing them to inquire into the expe-
diency of making provision for tire establishment of a State
Agricultural School, or of providing for the maintenance of
an agricultural department, in connection with one or more
of the existing colleges of the Commonwealth ; also , the
petition of the Hampshire, Hampden, and Franklin Agricul-
tural Society, for the endowment of an institution in the
valley of Connecticut River, for instruction in the various
departments of agricultural science; also

,
the petition of

Aaron Ashley and others, representing the Hampden Agri-
cultural Society, praying for the establishing of an Agricul-
tural School in the interior of the Commonwealth; have
given ample consideration to the subject on braced in these
several papers, and ask leave to submit the accompany ing

It E P O R T :

'l'he project of establishing an agricultural school has, for
many years, engaged much of the public attention, and the
committee believe that the time approaches, if it have not actu-
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ally arrived, when the legislature may, with propriety, look
upon it with favor, as a subject in which the honor and pros-
perity of the Commonwealth are involved. They have, there-
fore, found no difficulty in coming to the conclusion, that an
institution should be founded forthwith, where agriculture may
be taught as a science and practised as an art; where new
theories may be investigated and subjected to the test of ex-
periment; and where principles, which have already received
the sanction of successful practice, may be further inculcated
and confirmed.

By a long and uniform course of legislation, the legislature
has recognized and established the principle, that it is its duty
to provide the means of education for all classes of the people;
and our statute books abound with evidences of its parental
willingness to carry out the principle to the fullest extent of its
means. It is true, however, that, while the common schools
for teaching the rudiments of knowledge, preparatory for the
introduction of pupils to higher seminaries, to the counting-
room of the merchant or the workshop of the mechanic, no
provision has yet been made for instruction in that art, without
the successful practice of which a civilized community could
not exist.

Agriculture is the great interest of the Commonwealth; more
capital is invested in it than in any other branch of industry;
it employs more labor than any other. It produces the raw
material for the exercise of most other professions, and the arti-
cles of subsistence for those employed in all other callings. It
has been recently stated, in an official document, that three
millions seven hundred and twenty thousand men of the United
States are employed in agriculture. Comparing this number
with the number of those occupied in manufactures, commerce,
ocean navigation, internal navigation, and the learned profes-
sions, it appears that farming occupies about three and a half
times as many men as all the others ; and what is true of the
United States, itr the aggregate, is unquestionably true, in rela-
tion to Massachusetts alone. It may then be reasonably sup-
posed, that three fourths of the whole population of the state

are occupied in agricultural operations. No one can deny that,
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if this large portion of the population ask the aid of the legis-
lature to found an institution for the promotion of agricultural
science, that aid should be cheerfully granted.

A popular writer in our neighboring state of New York, says,
“ There is an idea quite prevalent among men, that the busi-
ness or pursuit of farming requires little else but physical
strength, powers of endurance, and capacity to labor; that it
is a business of the hands and sinews, and not of the head or
heart; that any dolt can plough, and sow, and reap.” Whether
such an idea ever prevailed among the yeomanry of Massachu-
setts, the committee will not undertake to say; but they will
not so slander the present generation as to imagine that it
would be guilty of entertaining a notion so preposterous, so
degrading and dishonorable. We know that the mass of those
who, from choice or otherwise, follow the calling of the hus-
bandman, are anxious to be supplied with all practicable facili-
ties for obtaining the knowledge that will enable them to de-
velop the resources of the earth, and to enjoy all the fruits that
intelligent and scientific labor is capable of producing. And
they appeal to the wisdom and liberality of the legislature to
aid them in their efforts to institute a school, where agriculture,
in its most extended sense, with all its kindred arts and sciences,
may be taught, practically and experimentally, on a farm de-
voted entirely to that purpose, and without any connection with
any existing academy or college in which a classical education
is the prominent purpose of instruction.

It is not necessary, nor is it even desirable, that the farmers
should possess all knowledge, or be able to expound all myste-
ries; but it is desirable that they should be taught the elements
of some of the physical sciences. It is necessary that they
should be familiar with the principles of chemistry, the con-
stituent parts of earth and water, and the properties and effects
of the atmosphere. They should be well informed in the prin-
ciples of the anatomy of the human body and of the inferior
animals. A knowledge of botany and vegetable physiology is
a valuable accomplishment, for it is by that knowledge that the
operations of grafting, of inoculating or budding, of pruning, of
transplanting, (curious and pleasing experiments in natural
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philosophy,) become useful and profitable to the husbandman.
In short, there is no branch of learning that may not be ren-
dered useful in his calling. Surely, no one can be the worse
farmer for knowing how an eclipse of the sun and the changes
of the moon are calculated, or how a ship may be navigated
on the ocean. It can do him no injury to know how to analyze
and compound earths and minerals; to erect the houses and
other buildings necessary for the comfort of himself and his
domestic animals; to be able to tell his children how railroads,
aqueducts, and canals are constructed.

The committee are not so visionary and enthusiastic as to
suppose that every one, who may wish to avail himself of the
advantages of an agricultural school, will be ambitious to dis-
tinguish himself as a scholar in all the studies here mentioned;
but they are of opinion that such provision should be made as
will enable every one, who wishes it, to obtain instruction in all
that is required to sustain the character of an enlightened, hon-
orable, and accomplished farmer.

It is believed that very many of the farms in Massachusetts
might be rendered capable of doubling or trebling their ordinary
products, and this can only be brought about by the application
of science as well as labor. If a knowledge of the true theory of
cultivation will enable a farmer to reap from one acre as much
as he has hitherto obtained from two or three, he could claim
but little credit for economy if he should reject such knowledge, or
so obstinately persist in old habits as to look upon all suggestions
of improvement as dangerous or useless innovations. Yet it is
feared there are some who are indifferent to the light that science
is shedding around them, and entertain an unaccountable affec-
tion for exploded theories and unprofitable practices —neglect-
ing all labor that tends to meliorate the condition and qualities
of the soil, and despising all admonition that does not corre-
spond to tradition or the notions derived from imperfect edu-
cation.

The soil of Massachusetts, in its natural state, presents
rather a forbidding aspect, and, when compared with the pro-
lific prairies of the West, affords but a discouraging prospect to
one who loves ease better than labor, and is willing to sacrifice
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the enjoyment of our “peculiar institutions” to the more rapid
accumulation of riches. But industry and perseverance, guided
by science and knowledge, can convert rocky pastures to pro-
ductive cornfields, and bogs and quagmires to luxuriant mead-
ows ; for this has been done, and the experiment may be
repeated with the certainty of success. In fact, an intelligent
and enterprising farmer may make the soil of his farm just
what he chooses to have it. It should be the policy of the state
to prevent the emigration of its native citizens, at least, until
the population has approached much nearer to the number
which its agriculture and other industrial operations can sup-
port. And what better mode can be devised to secure this
result, than to provide all proper facilities for improvement in
the arts of life, and to render our Commonwealth the home of
useful learning and intelligence; the scene of exuberant plenty ;

the abode of all that can meliorate, improve, adorn, and exalt
the condition of man 1

A successful pursuit of the studies, to which reference has
been made, can have no other than a benign influence on the
public as well as on those who may engage in them. There
may not be a large number of adults in the Commonwealth,
destitute of the knowledge to be obtained in our common
schools; but there are some, and, owing to unavoidable cir-
cumstances, there always will be some, to whom the advantages
of common-school education are not accessible; some, who
have not the knowledge of any art or trade by which they can
obtain a respectable livelihood. It appears to the committee
that an agricultural school, like that now under consideration,
would be a most efficient means of preparing this description
of persons for activity and usefulness as members of the body
politic, and for rendering them happy and contented in what-
ever position they may be placed. To enable them to acquire
an education, suitable and sufficient for that purpose, would be
an act of patriotism and humanity that can never be regretted.
The greatest foe to our republican government, and to our civil
and political institutions, is ignorance. It is indispensable to
the security of that government and those institutions, that this
mighty and fearful enemy should be banished from the land.
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All, who participate in the prerogatives and liabilities of free-
men, should be taught the worth of their privilege, and that
personal independence, sustained by industry, frugality, and
temperance, is one of the greatest blessings of life. It is a
common saying—but none the less true for its want of novelty—-
that sleepless vigilance is the price of liberty. Let it never be
forgotten, that it was while the husbandman slept that the
enemy sowed tares among his wheat. Let it not be believed,
that political distinction and enormous wealth are the only
objects worthy of human pursuit or the only ingredients in the
happiness of life. Let a spirit of personal virtue be encouraged
in the rising race. Let them be taught to seek and to find
resources in themselves, in an honest independence, in the pos-
session of knowledge, in conscious integrity, in manliness of
sentiment, in every thing which adds vigor to the understand-
ing and expansion to the mind ; in every thing which teaches
them to deem all honors disgraceful, and all emoluments des-
picable, which are obtained by a base and abject servility, or
“ a dastardly desertion from the upright standard of truth, and
the unspotted banner of justice.”

Deeply sensible of the views herein expressed, and earnestly
hoping that the legislature may deem them worthy of consider-
ation, the committee recommend the passage of the bill and
resolve, herewith presented.

By direction of the committee,

JOS. T. BUCKINGHAM, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To establish the Massachusetts Agricultural Institute.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority rf
the same, as follows:

1 Sect.]. Edward Hitchcock, William B. Calhoun,
2 Samuel L. Hinckley, their associates and successors,
3 are hereby made a corporation, by the name of the
4 Massachusetts Agricultural Institute, with all the
5 powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties,
6 liabilities, and restrictions, contained in the forty-
-7 fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. The said corporation may hold real and
2 personal estate, to the amount of fifty thousand dol-
-3 lars, for the purpose of establishing, in some one of
4 the towns lying on the banks of the Connecticut
5 River, or in a town immediately adjoining such towns,
6 an agricultural school and experimental farm, the ob-
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Eight.
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7 ject of which shall be instruction in agricultural
8 science, and improvements in all the arts connected
9 with the practice of farming.

1 Sect. 3. The management of the affairs of said
2 corporation shall be entrusted to a hoard of seven
3 trustees, five of which shall be elected by the corpo-
-4 ration, and the other two shall be appointed by the
5 governor and council.

1 Sect. 4. Said corpora'ion shall annually, in the
2 month of January, make to the legislature a report
3 of its progress, the number of its pupils, the condi-
-4 tion of its finances, the general course of instruction
5 adopted and pursued, and the results of its agricul-
-6 tural experiments.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Eight.

RESOLVE
In favor of the Massachusetts Agricultural Institute.

Resolved , That whenever it shall be made to appear to His
Excellency the Governor, that the Trustees of the Massachu-
setts Agricultural Institute have obtained, for the purposes of
said Institute, subscriptions, in cash or real estate, amounting to
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, there shall be paid to the
said Trustees, from the treasury of the Commonwealth, the sum
of five thousand dollars. At the end of twelve months from the
time of that payment, another sum of five thousand dollars;
and at the end of twenty-four months from the date of said
first payment, another sum of five thousand dollars ; said sums
to be used only for the purpose of carrying on experimental
farming and instruction in the arts and sciences connected
therewith. And the Governor is hereby authorized to draw his
warrants accordingly.

Provided, That if, at any time within ten years from the time
of the first payment, as above provided, the said corporation
shall discontinue its operations as an Agricultural School agree-
ably to the intent of its act of incorporation, so much of the
real and personal estate of said corporation as shall be sufficient
to produce the amount paid from the treasury in its favor shall
become the property of the Commonwealth, and be appropriated
to the repayment of the said sum.
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