
SENATE No. 102.

The Joint Committee on Fisheries, to which was committed
the petition of John Vinson and others, praying for authority to
stop the outlet of Pocha Pond, in Edgartown, and for other
purposes, report the accompanying Bill.

JOHN W. LOWE, Chairman.
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In Senate, March 31, 1848.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Pocha Pond Meadow and Fishing

Company.

BE it emend by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollows:

1 Sect. 1. John Vinson, J. T. E. Gage, William W.
2 Huxford, their associates and successors, are hereby
3 made a corporation, by the name of the Pocha Pond
4 Meadow and Fishing Company, in Edgartown, in
5 Dukes County, and are empowered to close the outlet
6 of said pond, by building a causeway from the twenty-
-7 acre lot, so called, to Cape Poge Beach in said Edgar-
-8 town, in Dukes County; provided, said causenat

9 shall be built of suitable width, and kept in such repairs
10 that loaded carriages may pass and repass in safety
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11 over the same, which causeway shall at all times he
12 free for the public to travel over ; and to make a new

13 outlet or creek from Pocha Pond into the harbor of
14 Edgartown, through lands of said proprietors, at a
15 convenient place, for the purpose of draining the
16 meadows, and for regulating the herring fishery there-
-17 by created : provided, that suitable bridges be built
18 over said creek or outlet, where carriages usually pass;
19 and, for these purposes, shall have all the powers and
20 privileges, and be subject to all the duties, restrictions,
21 and liabilities, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of
22 the Revised Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. If any person, without the permission of
2 said corporation, shall take, catch, or haul on shore,
3 any herring, in said pond, or creek or outlet which
4 may be made therefrom, he shall forfeit and pay, for
5 the use of said corporation, a sum not exceeding three
6 dollars, if the quantity so taken be less than one bar-
-7 rel; but if the quantity be more than one barrel, the
8 person so offending shall forfeit and pay, for each
9 barrel of herring so taken, the sum of five dollars, to

10 be recovered in any court proper to try the same.

1 Sect. 3. Nothing herein contained shall deprive
2 any inhabitant of the town of Edgartown, of the privi-
-3 lege of taking any fish but herring from said creek,
4 pond, or outlet.

1 Sect. 4. If any person, not a proprietor of this
2 corporation, shall receive damage by the flowing of his
3 meadows, or in closing the present outlet, the county
4 commissioners of Dukes County, after the hearing of
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5 all parties interested, shall estimate the amount of dam-
-6 ages such persons may have sustained by said corpo-
-7 ration, which damages, if any, said corporation shall
8 pay ; and either party, if dissatisfied with any esti-
-9 mate made by said commissioners, may apply for a

10 jury to assess the damages, either at the same meet-
-11 ing at which such estimates shall be completed and
12 returned, or at the next regular meeting thereof; and
13 the like proceedings shall be had thereon as are pro-
-14 vided for the recovery of damages for laying out
15 highways.

1 Sect. 5. All persons who now are owners of land
2 adjoining said pond, or creek or outlet to be made
3 therefrom, may become members of said corporation,
4 at any time previous to the commencing of said cor-
-5 poration to close said outlet.

1 Sect. 6. The present owners of lands adjoining
2 the said pond, or creek, or outlet, shall have each one
3 share only in said fishery, and no one of them shall,
4 by conveyance or descent of his lands, create, or
5 cause to be created, an additional number of shares :

6 provided, however, that each of the present owners,
7 or his successor or successors, may divide his original
0 share into parts or fractions.


