
SENATE...,..No. lOC

The Joint Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to
which was referred the report of the commissioners appointed
by the governor and council, under the resolve of April 11th,
IS'lti, to inquire into the condition of the idiots of the Common-
wealth, to ascertain their number, and whether any thing can
be done for their relief, ask leave to

R E P O il T :

That common observation, the official report of the various
town officers, and the research of commissioners appointed for
the special purpose, all concur in showing that there are a large
number of idiotic persons in the Commonwealth, who live in a
state of brutish ignorance, idleness, and degradation, and go
down to the grave like the brutes that perish, without a ray of
religious, moral, intellectual light; and experience has shown
that, where such persons are taken at a proper age, they may be
trained to habits of decency, industry, and sobriety, and hfted
up from the slough of mere animal existence to the platform of
humanity; and the state admits the claims of every one of its
children to a share in the common blessings of education, and
provides it by special enactments, and at great expense, for those
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who cannot be taught in common schools, such as the blind and
mutes.

And idiots, the most helpless and wretched of all, are most in
need of skilful instruction.

And that religion and humanity demand that a fair trial
should be made of their capacity for improvement. Under
these considerations, your committee ask leave to report the
accompanying resolves.

Per order of the Committee,
THOS. BRADLEY, Chairman.
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RESOLVES

Concerning Training and Teaching Idiots.

Resolved, That there be paid, out of the treasury of the
Commonwealth, a sum not exceeding twenty-five hundred dol-
lars, annually, for the space of three years, for the purpose of
training and teaching ten idiotic children, to be selected, by the
governor and council, from those at public charge, or from the
families of indigent persons in different parts of the Common-
wealth : provided, that an arrangement can be made by the
governor and council with any suitable institution now patron-
ized by the Commonwealth for charitable purposes.

Resolved, That the trustees of the institution undertaking
the instruction and training of said idiots, shall, at the end of
each and every year, render to the governor and council an ac-
count of the actual expense incurred on account of said idiots •

and if the amount expended shall be less than the sum received
from the public treasury, the unexpended balance shall be de-
ducted from the amount of the next annual appropriation.

Resolved, That the said trustees shall be authorized to re-
quire that the authorities of any town which may rend any
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idiot paupers to them for instruction, be required to keep them
supplied with comfortable and decent clothing.

Resolved, That the governor be authorized to draw his war-
rant for twenty-five hundred dollars, on the treasurer of the
Commonwealth, in favor of the treasurer of any institution
which shall take the responsibility of training and teaching
said ten idiots, as soon as he shall receive official information
that the trustees will assume that responsibility.


