
SENATE No. 110.

The Joint Committee on MercantileAffairs and Insurance, to

which was committed the petition of James R. Nichols and
others, praying for an act of incorporation for improving the
navigation of Merrimack River, report the accompanying bill.

E. J, M. HALE, for the Committee.

drommontotaUt) of JHaßßatljuatttn.

In Senate, March 27th, 1848.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Pentucket Navigation Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. James R. Nichols, James H. Carleton,
2 Eleazer A. Porter, their associates and successors,
3 are hereby made a corporation, by the name of the
4 Pentucket Navigation Company, for the purpose of
5 improving the navigation of Merrimack River, be-
-6 tween the head of tide-water at the town of Haver-
-7 hill and some convenient point in the town of
8 Lawrence below the dam of the Essex Company,
9 with all the powers and privileges, and subject

10 to all the duties, liabilities, and restrictions, set
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11 forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised
12 Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation, for the purpose afore-
-2 said, are hereby authorized to deepen the channel of
3 said river, by cutting down and removing any gravel,
4 ledge, bars, rocks, or other obstructions in the bed
5 thereof, and erect in said river, and upon the shores
6 or banks thereof, suitable booms, piers, abutments,
7 breakwaters, and other facilities to promote steam
8 navigation ; and shall have the exclusive right of
9 navigating said river with boats propelled by steam,

10 for the transportation of passengers and freight for
11 hire, between the head of tide-water in said town of
12 Haverhill and some convenient point in the town of
13 Lawrence, below the dam of said Essex Company,
14 for the term of twenty-five years from the passage
15 of this act; provided the said corporation shall, within
16 five years from the passage of this act, have so im-
-17 proved the navigation of said river, as that boats of at
18 least twenty-five tons burden may pass between the
19 points above named, and that they shall have and keep
20 one boat at least, to run daily and regularly between
21 said points, from the month of April to the month of
22 October, in each year ; and provided also, that noth-
-23 ing contained in this act shall be construed to au-
-24 thorize said corporation to obstruct the floating of
25 logs, rafts, or lumber, in said river, or the navigation
26 thereof by small boats and scows, or the raising of
27 the surface of the water, at the mouth of the Cochit-
-28 uate brook, above its present water-level ; and this
29 grant shall in no wise impair the legal rights of any
30 person whatever.
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1 Sect. 3. Said corporation may hold real and
2 personal estate, necessary and convenient for the
3 purposes aforesaid, not exceeding in amount one
4 hundred thousand dollars.


