
SENATE....No. 115.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives , in
General Court assembled:

Respectfully represent the Eastern Railroad Company, that
they have been apprized heretofore, that a petition was pending
before your honorable bodies from Edward Franker and others,
for the grant of a railroad from Sweetser’s Mills, in Saugus, and
near the dividing line of the towns of Lynn and Saugus, to the
Boston and Maine Railroad at Malden ; that, believing such a
railroad could not be supported by any existing or prospective
business of the town ofSaugus, nd that it was the expectation
ultimately to extend it a mile or two farther to the town of
Lynn ; and that such a road would be highly injurious to your
remonstrants, and against the well-settled public policy of the
Commonwealth, they appeared before the committee of the
legislature, and briefly stated their objections to the same. And
your remonstrants further represent that, after a full hearing of
the petitioners, the said committee reported that they have
leave to withdraw their petition.

Your remonstrants have, however, since learned that this re-
port was recommitted by one branch of the legislature, and
that a bill has now been reported granting to the petitioners the

REMONSTRANCE.



2 EASTERN R. R. CO. [April,

right to build a railroad over the line prayed for, and giving
them double the usual lime, namely two and four years, to lo-
cate and construct the same. Against the passage of such bill
your remonstrants most respectfully, but earnestly remonstrate;
and they respectfully submit to your consideration the follow-
ing facts.

In 1845, a petition was presented to the legislature, signed
by David Pingree and others, praying for a railroad from Salem
to Malden, and thus, by the Boston and Maine Railroad, open-
ing a parallel and competing railroad to that of your remon-
strants, all the way from Salem to Boston. The railroad thus
prayed for ran from Malden to Saugus nearly or identically
over the line now proposed by Mr. Franker and others. The
prayer of this petition, after a long, careful, and laborious hear-
ing by a committee, was refused by the legislature. In 1846,
the same petition was again brought forward, and again the
legislature refused the prayer thereof. In 1847, the same line
was again sought for on the petition of Benjamin Goodridge
and others, and the legislature, with great unanimity, again re-
fused the grant. During the hearing on these petitions, many
of the present petitioners were among those who were most ac-
tively engaged in promoting the object then sought.

Under these repeated decisions, your remonstrants believe,
that the petitioners became satisfied that the legislature would
not grant the road they sought, as a whole, and a large portion
of them have ceased to ask for it. Your remonstrants, how-
ever, have reason to believe, and do believe, that another por-
tion of them are now seeking, under the petition and bill now
before the legislature, to obtain, in successive portions, what
has been repeatedly refused, on grounds of public policy, as a
whole.

Your remonstrants, in stating this belief, desire to make no
charge against the petitioners, but simply to state the grounds
upon which it rests, and they are ;

Ist. That the road prayed for, as far as it goes, is nearly or
quite identical with the route of the old Danvers and Malden
line, and is about half of that whole line to South Danvers.

2d. That the petition has bien urged upon the iuvur of the
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public, as one seeking a line of railroad ultimately to be ex-
tended to Lynn and Danvers, and thus over all the line origin-
ally sought, and thrice rejected.

And 3d,—Because, without such extension, the road prayed
for cannot pay its running expenses.

And in reference to this last statement, your remonstrants beg
leave to call the attention of the legislature to the fact, that the
only towns the proposed road passes through are Malden, lying
directly upon the line of the Boston and Maine Railroad, and
Saugus, which is about a mile and a half from the Eastern
Railroad, about ten miles from Boston, and had, in 1840, a pop-
ulation of 1,098. And your remonstrants are informed, and
believe, that it appeared before the committee of your honora-
ble bodies, on the petitioner’s own evidence, that such a road to
Saugus merely would not remunerate its proprietors nor pay
its expenses. And, in this connection, your remonstrants call
attention to the following remarks of the committee of 1847, in
their report on the petition of Benjamin Goodridge and others :
“There must, in the opinion of the Committee, be a great many
towns, more important than Saugus, which must do without
railroad facilities for at least many years to come. The whole
population of Saugus does not exceed twelve hundred. This,
too, is mostly a scattered population, and many of them engaged
in agriculture. But little can be anticipated, therefore,
toward supporting a railroad from Saugus. Malden is already

well accommodated.” Senate Document, 1847. No. 104, p. 5.
Your remonstrants further represent that, if there be an exi-

gency for a railroad to Saugus, it can well be met by a branch
of a mile and a half to the Eastern Railroad at Lynn, as prayed
for by Benjamin F. Newhall and others, and that this road
would not only open to Saugus a road to Boston, but to all the
shire-towns of the county, and to Lynn, and the tide-water at
that place or Salem.

And your remonstrants further represent, that their entire
railroad, from Boston to Portland, is directly along the sea-
shore; that they are subjected, during all the summer months,
to a brisk competition, with steamboats, for all their long travel;
that they are subjected to the same competition with vessels,
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for the whole year, in relation to freight; that these vessels
can, and do, take most of the freight along their line; that, at
Berwick, they are subjected again to a competition with the
Boston and Maine Railroad, for all the travel and freight below
that place. Under these circumstances, the main support of
their road, which paid, up to 1845, but six per cent., and since
then but eight per cent., has been its heavy local passenger
traffic,

coming from the towns and cities along its line, from
Portsmouth to Boston. Of all the passengers carried on their
road last year, (being 892,896,) 379,336, or nearly one half, were
from Salem and Lynn. And they respectfully submit, that, to
allow one branch road to be thrown from the Boston and Maine
Railroad, at Malden, to within a mile and a half of their depot,
at Lynn, and, of course, within a less distance than that of
much of the travel there, now using their railroad, and another
from the same road, at South Reading, to within a mile and
three fourths of their depot in Salem, must, if these branches
are effective and well sustained, to a great extent supersede the
Eastern Railroad, from Salem to Boston, costing, with its lands
in Boston and double track, nearly a million dollars.

And your remonstrants further submit, that the exigency
mostly relied on for both these grants of parallel roads has
been the ferry at East Boston ; that your remonstrants, at a
loss to themselves of some $200,000, stand ready to remove
this ferry just so soon as your honorable bodies will give them
the necessary grant for this purpose.

And they further represent, that, in the hearing of both the
petitions, for a railroad to South Reading and to Saugus, it was
testified that the petitioners expected the Boston and Maine
Railroad Company to run each of these branches; and your
remonstrants submit that they must, in name or effect, become
branches of that road. At the same time, the party most earn-
est and active in remonstrating against the necessary grant to
enable your remonstrants to enter the city proper with their
railroad, and avoid the ferry, upon the existence of which the
alleged necessity for these branches rests, is the Boston and
Maine Railroad Company. And your remonstrants respect-
fully appeal to the justice of the legislature, whether there is
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any propriety in thus permitting that corporation, in effect, to
extend its branches into the very heart of the business of an-
other, upon the ground of the existence of an alleged evil, of
which it resists the removal. Your remonstrants respectfullv,
but earnestly, protest, that there is neither justice nor equity, in
permitting the Boston and Maine Railroad Company, which
now pays in dividends ten per cent.per annum , or two per cent,

more than the Eastern Railroad Company, to take from the
latter, either directly or by the action of others, their import-
ant Salem and Lynn business, and nearly half their whole
business, upon the ground of the inconvenience of the ferry,
and at the same time successfully to resist the efforts now made
by your remonstrants to remove that ferry ; and they, therefore,
remonstrate most earnestly against the grant of the aforesaid
branches to said Boston and Maine Railroad, at Malden, or at
South Reading.

The Eastern Railroad Company, by

O. A NEAL, President.




