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insane
hospitals.

E. L. 87, § 54,

amended.

Notice to be
given to state
board of
insanity.

may receive and detain therein as a boarder and patient

any person who is desirous of submitting himself to treat-

ment, and who makes written application therefor and
w^hose mental condition is such as to render him com-

petent to make such application. Such person shall not

be detained for more than three days after having given

notice in writing of his intention or desire to leave such

institution. The charges for the support of such person

in a public institution shall be governed by the provisions

of law applicable to the support of an insane person in

said institution, provided the approval of the state board

of insanity shall be obtained in writing.

Section 2. Said chapter eighty-seven is hereby fur-

ther amended by striking out section fifty-four and in-

serting in place thereof the following : — Section 51^. If

a patient is received into any such institution upon his

own application or under the provisions of section fifty-

two, the superintendent or keeper thereof shall give im-

mediate notice of such reception to the state board of

insanity, stating all the particulars of the case, and said

board shall cause the case to be investigated and a record

to be made of all the facts relative thereto.

SECTioisr 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 22, 1905.

Chap.4:33 Ax Act to establish the dracut water supply district

AND TO PROVIDE FOR SUPPLYING THE SAME WITH WATER.

Dracut Water
Supply District
established.

of the town of Dracut
and residing within the

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The inhabitants

liable to taxation in said town
territory enclosed by the following boundary lines, to wit— Beginning at a point on the Lowell and Dracut line two
hundred feet northwest from the centre of Old Meadow
road, thence northeasterly by a line parallel with and two
hundred feet northwesterly from the centre of said Old
Meadow road to a point formed by the intersection of the

line just described and a line parallel with and two hun-
dred feet westerly from the centre of Phineas street, thence

by the said line parallel with Phineas street to a jwint

formed by the intersection of said line parallel with the

said Phineas street and a line parallel with and two
hundred feet northwesterly from the centre of Goodhue
avenue, thence by said line parallel with said Goodhue
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avenue to a point formed by the intersection of said line Dracut water

parallel with the said Goodhne avenue and the centre line letabushed."^*

of Lakeview avenue, thence easterly by a straight line to

a point at the centre of Bridge street two hundred feet

northerly from Fox avenue, thence by a line parallel with

and two hundred feet northerly from the centre line of

Fox avenue to a point formed by the intersection of said

line parallel with Fox avenue and a line parallel w^ith

and two hundred feet southeasterly from Broadway, thence

southwesterly by a line parallel with and two hundred
feet southeasterly from said Broadway to a point formed

by the intersection of said line parallel with Broadway
and the Lowell and Dracut line, thence by the said Lowell

and Dracut line to the point of beginning,— shall con-

stitute a water district, and are hereby made a body cor-

porate, by the name of the Dracut Water Supply District,

for the purpose of supplying themselves with water for

the extinguishment of fires and for domestic and other

purposes, with power to establish fountains and h^^drants

and to relocate and discontinue the same, to regulate the

use of such water and to fix and collect rates to be paid

therefor, and io take, by lease, purchase or otherwise, and

to hold property, lands, rights of way and easements for

the purposes mentioned in this act, and to prosecute and

defend in all actions relating to the property and afi^airs

of the district.

Section 2. Said water district, for the purjwses afore- May take and

said, is hereby authorized to take and distribute water to certa\n'^water,

be supplied by the city of Lowell upon such terms as may lay pipes, etc.

be agreed upon by the said city and the said district, or

to be supplied by driven wells, or in such other manner
as the state board of health may approve ; and for the pur-

pose of receiving, holding and distributing the said water

the said district may lay and construct pipes and such

other works and structures as may be necessary, under

or over any land, water courses, railroads and railways

and public or other ways and along any Avay in the town
of Dracut, in such manner as not unnecessarily to ob-

struct the same ; and for the purposes aforesaid the said

district may dig up any such lands or ways in such man-
ner as to cause the least hindrance to public travel ; and

all things done upon any such way shall be subject to

the direction of the selectmen of said town. The said
^^j^lgg"!,^®

district may also take, by lease, purchase or otherwise, lands, et^.
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and may hold all lands, rights of way and easements in

the said town necessary for receiving, holding and dis-

tributing the said water.

i^Xetcll^rofe Section 3. Said water district shall within sixty days
recorded.' after taking any land, rights of way, water rights, water

source or easements as aforesaid, otherwise than by lease

or purchase, file and cause to be recorded in the registry

of deeds for the district in which the same are situated,

a description thereof sufficiently accurate for identifica-

tion, Avith a statement of the purpose for which the same
were taken, signed by the water commissioners herein-

after provided for.
DamagcB. Sectiox 4. Said water district shall pay all damages

to property sustained by any person or corporation by
the taking of any lands, water source or water rights, or

by laying or maintaining any aqueducts or other works
for the purpose aforesaid, or by the doing of any other

act under authority hereof. Any person or corporation

sustaining damages as aforesaid, and unable to agree with
the said district upon the amount thereof, may have them
assessed in the manner provided by law with respect to

land taken for the laying out of highways. Any person
or corporation whose water rights are thus taken or af-

fected may apply as aforesaid within one year after the

time when the water is actually withdraAATi or diverted,

and not thereafter.

Supply DittrUst Section 5. For the purpose of paying all expenses
Loan.

^j-^j liabilities incurred under the provisions of this act

said district may from time to time issue bonds, notes or

certificates of debt, signed by the treasurer of the water
district and countersigned by th& chairman of the water
commissioners hereinafter provided for, to be denomi-
nated on the face thereof, Dracut Water Supply District

Loan, to an amount not exceeding fifty thousand dollars,

payable at periods not exceeding thirty years from the

dates of issue, and bearing interest payable semi-annually

at a rate not exceeding four per cent per annum. Said
district may sell such securities at public or private sale,

at not less than par, or pledge the same for money bor-

rowed for the purposes of this act, upon such terms and
Payment of conditions as it may deem proper. Said district shall

pay the interest upon the loan as it accrues, and shall

provide for the payment of the principal at maturity by
such annual proportionate payments as will extinguish
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the same within the time prescribed by this act. The
amounts which may be necessary to make such payments
shall without further vote of said district be raised annu-

ally by taxation in the manner hereinafter provided.

Section 6. Said district shall raise by taxation annu- District to

ally a sum which with the income derived from the sale s'u'mVy'taxa"

of water and the payments from the town of Dracut for ""° annually,

hydrant service will be sufficient to pay the current an-

nual expenses of operating its water works and the inter-

est accruing on the bonds issued by said district, together

with such payments on the princij^al as may be required

under the provisions of this act. Said district is further

authorized, by a two thirds vote of the voters thereof

present and voting at a legal meeting called for the pur-

pose, to raise by taxation any sum of money for the

purpose of enlarging or extending its water works and
providing additional pipes, appliances and fixtures con-

nected therewith, not exceeding two thousand dollars in

any one year.

Section 7. The town of Dracut may by a two thirds Town may

vote of the legal voters present and voting thereon at a fayment of

legal meeting called for the purpose guarantee the pay- ^°^'^^' *^^*'-

nient of said bonds, notes or certificates of debt, provided

such meeting is held within one year after the acceptance

of this act by said district.

Section 8. Whenever a tax is duly voted by said
ifn^^^oiiection

district for the purposes of this act the clerk shall send of taxes,

a certified copy of the vote to the assessors of the town of

Dracut, who shall proceed within thirty days to assess

the same in the same manner in all resi'>ects in which town
taxes are required by law to be assessed. The assessment

shall be committed to the town collector, who shall collect

said tax in the manner provided for the collection of town
taxes, and shall deposit the proceeds thereof with the dis-

trict treasurer for the use and benefit of said district.

Said district may collect overdue interest on taxes in the

same manner in which interest is authorized to be col-

lected on town taxes: provided, that said district at the Proviso,

time of voting to raise the tax shall so determine, and
shall also fix a time for the payment thereof.

Section 9. Said district may make such contracts District may

with individuals, corporations, and the town of Dracut, for supplying

for supplying water as may be agreed upon, and nuiy fix
""^*^'"' '^*'^-

and collect rates for the use of such water, and may dis-
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Water commis-
sioners, elec-

tion, terms,
etc.

continue or shut off the water for the non-payment of

such rates and for violation of the terms of any such con-

tract or agreement.
First meeting. SECTION 10. The first meeting of said district shall

be called on petition of ten or more legal voters therein,

by a warrant from the selectmen of the town of Dracut,

or from a justice of the peace, directed to one of the

petitioners, requiring him to give notice of the meeting
by posting copies of said warrant in two or more public

places in said district seven days at least before the time
of said meeting. One of the selectmen shall preside at

the meeting until a clerk is chosen and sworn. After the

choice of a moderator for said meeting the question of

the acceptance of this act shall be submitted to the voters,

and if it shall be accepted by a majority vote of the voters

present and voting thereon it shall go into effect, and the

meeting may then proceed to act on the other articles con-

tained in the warrant.

Section 11. The Dracut Water Supply District shall,

after the acceptance of this act at a legal meeting called

for the purpose, elect by ballot three persons to hold office,

one until the expiration of three years, one until the ex-

piration of two years and one until the expiration of one
year from the next succeeding annual district meeting,

to constitute a board of water commissioners ; and at every
annual meeting thereafter one such commissioner shall

be elected by ballot for the term of three years. All the

authority granted to said district by this act and not other-

wise specially provided for shall be vested in said board
of water commissioners, who shall be subject however to

such instructions, rules and regulations as the district may
impose by its vote. Said commissioners shall ai3point a

treasurer of said district Avho may be one of their num-
ber, who shall give bonds to the district to such an amount
and with such sureties as may be approved by the com-

Quorum. missioiicrs ; and a majority of the commissioners shall
Vacancy. constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Any

vacancy occurring in said board from any cause may be
filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by said

water district at any legal meeting called for the purjDose.

No money shall be drawn from the district treasury on
account of the water works except by a written order of

said commissioners or a majority of them. The commis-
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sioners shall annually make to said district a full report To make
» , . T . 1 1. annual report.

in writing of their doings and expenditures.

Section 12. Said district may adopt by-laws prescrib-
artScVrtafu

ing by whom and how meetings may be called and notified,
'^y^g'^V^'^Yui s

and, upon the application of ten or more legal voters in etc.

the district, meetings may also be called by warrant as

provided in section ten. Said district may also provide

rules and regulations for the management of its water

works, not inconsistent with this act or with the laws of

the Commonwealth, and may choose such other officers not

provided for in this act as it may deem proper -and neces-

sary.

Section 13. Whoever wilfully or wantonly corrupts. Penalty for
corruptioD.

pollutes or diverts any water obtained or supplied under of water, etc.

this act, or wilfully or wantonly injures any reservoir,

standpipe, aqueduct, pipe or other property owned or used

by said district for the purposes of this act, shall forfeit

and pay to the district three times the amount of damages
assessed therefor, to be recovered in an action of tort ; and
upon conviction of any of the above acts shall be punished

by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or by im-

prisonment for a term not exceeding six months.

Section 14. This act shall take effect upon its accept-
^^^^f g'to"'^^

ance by a majority vote of the voters of said district

present and voting thereon at any legal district meeting

called for the purpose within three years after the passage

of this act ; but it shall become void unless the said district •

shall begin to distribute water through its pipes to con-

sumers in the town of Draciit within three years after the

date of the acceptance of this act as aforesaid.

Approved May 2S, 1905.

An Act relative to tkespassing upon land op certain
(J]i(ip 434.

state institutions.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section one hundred and twelve of chapter two hundred auieiided.
^
^^*'

and eight of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by strik-

ing out after the word " reformatory ", in the third line,

the word " or ", and by inserting after the word " women ",

in the same line, the words : — state hospital, state farm,

Massachusetts hospital for epileptics, Foxborough state

hospital, or any public institution for the care of insane,


