
SENATE.....No. 131.

The Joint Standing Committee on Railways and Canals, to
which was committed the petition of Sylvester Allen and others,
praying for authority to construct a railroad, from some point
in Greenfield to some point on the Vermont and Massachusetts
Railroad, in Montague, report the accompanying Bill.

A. D. FOSTER, Chairman.
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In Senate, April 26, 1848.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Eight.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Greenfield and Fitchburg Railroad

Company, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. I. Franklin Ripley, Henry VV. Cushman,
2 and George T. Davis, with their associates and suc-
-3 cessors, are hereby made a corporation, by the name
4 of the Greenfield and Fitchburg Railroad Company,
5 with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all
6 the duties, liabilities, and restrictions, set forth in the
7 forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in
8 that part of the thirty-ninth chapter thereof relating
9 to railroad corporations, and all other laws which have

10 been, or shall hereafter be, passed, relative to railroad
11 corporations.
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1 Sect. 2. Said company are hereby authorized to
2 locate, construct, and maintain, a railroad, with one
3 or more tracks, from a point on the Vermont and Mas-
-4 sachusetts Railroad, at or near Grout’s Corner, in the
5 town of Montague and county of Franklin, through
6 the towns of Montague, Deerfield, and Greenfield, to
7 some point in the town of Greenfield, or to the termi-
-8 nation of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, at or
9 near the village of Greenfield.

] Sect. 3. The capital stock of said company shall
2 consist of not more than four thousand shares, the
3 number of which shall, from time to time, he deter-
-4 mined by the directors thereof; and no assessment
5 shall be laid thereon, of a greater amount, in the
6 whole, than one hundred dollars on each share.
7 And the said company may purchase and hold such
8 personal and real estate, as may be necessary for the
9 purposes of their incorporation.

1 Sect. 4. The said company may enter upon and
2 unite their railroad, in the towns of Greenfield or
3 Deerfield, with the Connecticut River Railroad, (not
4 interfering with the depot buildings of said Connecti-
-5 cut River Railroad Company,) and may also enter
6 upon and unite their railroad with the Vermont and
7 Massachusetts Railroad, in the town of Montague,
8 and use the same, or any part of said railroads, upon
9 such terms as may be mutually agreed upon between

10 said corporations, or as are, or may be, prescribed by
11 law.

1 Sect. 5. If said company he not organized, and
2 the location of their said road filed according to law,
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3 before the expiration of the year eighteen hundred
4 and forty-nine; and if said road be not completed
5 and opened for use within eighteen months thereafter,
6 then so much of this act, as refers to the incorporation
7 of the Greenfield and Fitchburg Railroad Company,
8 shall be void.

1 Sect. 6. The legislature may, from time to time,
2 alter or reduce the rate of tolls, or other profits, on
3 said road ; but said tolls, or other profits, shall not,
4 without the consent of said company, be so reduced
5 as to produce less than ten per cent, per annum on
6 their capital stock.

1 Sect. 7. The legislature may authorize any cor-
-2 poration to enter with another railroad upon, and use,
3 the Greenfield and Fitchburg Railroad, or any part
4 thereof, by complying with such reasonable rules and
5 regulations as the said Greenfield and Fitchburg
6 Railroad Company may prescribe, or as may be deter-
-7 mined according to the provisions of law.

1 Sect. 8. The said Greenfield and Fitchburg Rail-
-2 road Company may transfer their rights, privileges,
3 and franchise, under this charter, to the Vermont and
4 Massachusetts Railroad Company, or to the Greenfield
5 and Troy Railroad Company, whenever a majority in
6 interest of the stockholders of the aforesaid corpora-
-7 tions shall elect so to do. And the said Greenfield and
8 Fitchburg Railroad Company are hereby authorized to
9 unite with either the said Vermont and Massachusetts

10 Railroad Company, or the Troy and Greenfield Rail-
-11 road Company, upon such terms as the directors of
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12 said corporations shall mutually agree ; and, in case of
13 such union, the said Greenfield and Fitchburg Railroad
14 Company shall cease, and he merged in the corpora-
-15 tion with which it may be united, as aforesaid, and all
16 rights, powers, and the franchise, herein granted, shall
17 be transferred to and vested in such corporation.

1 Sect. 9. If the Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-
-2 road Company shall, by the first day of September
3 next, commence the construction of a railroad from
4 Grout’s Corner, in Montague, to a point in the town
5 of Greenfield, and shall prosecute the construction of

the whole of said railroad with usual and reasonable
7 despatch, and shall complete the same by the first day
8 of January, in the year eighteen hundred and fifty, then
9 so much of this act, as incorporates the Greenfield

10 and Fitchburg Railroad Company, as aforesaid, shall
11 be null and void.

1 Sect. 10. The Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-
-2 road Company is hereby authorized to contract with
3 the Connecticut River Railroad Company, for a per-
-4 petual right of transit with cars and engines, on any
5 part of the road of said last-mentioned company lying
6 between Deerfield River and any point in the village
7 of Greenfield ; and such contract, if effected before
8 the first day of September next, shall be taken and
9 considered as equivalent to a construction, by the 4 er-

-10 mont and Massachusetts Railroad Company, of so

11 much of the railroad from Grout’s Corner, in Mon-
-12 tague, to Greenfield, with reference to the conditions
13 and terms of the preceding section.

1 Sect. 11. The Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-

-2 road Company arc hereby authorized, at any time
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3 before the first day of July next, to alter and amend
4 the location heretofore made and filed by them, of the
5 aforesaid railroad from Grout’s Corner to Greenfield,
6 and to extend such location to some point in or near
7 the village of Greenfield, —such alteration, amend-
-8 ment, or extension, to be filed with the original loca-
-9 tion before the said first day of July next; and the

10 time for the completion of said railroad, by the Yer-
-11 mont and Massachusetts Railroad Company, is hereby
12 extended to the first day of January, in the year
13 eighteen hundred and fifty: provided, horcever, that
14 the provision for the extension of time for said com-
-15 pletion shall not take effect unless the said company
16 shall commence the construction of said railroad, as
12 aforesaid, on or before the first day of September next.

1 Sect. 12. The Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-
-2 road Company are hereby authorized to increase the
3 capital slock of said company not exceeding four
4 thousand shares, the number of which shall, from time
5 to time, be determined by the directors thereof; and
6 no assessment shall be laid thereon, of a greater
7 amount, in the whole, than one hundred dollars on
8 each share.


