
SENATE... ..No. 133.

In Senate, April 28, 1848.

The Joint Committee on Towns, to which was committed
the petition of the town of Woburn, praying for leave to en-
close a common, report the accompanying Bill.

WM. H. WOOD, Chairman.

eommontocalHj of iHassacJjwsettis.
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Gommontoealtf) of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Eight.

AN ACT

To authorize the Enclosure of Woburn Common.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority oj
the same, as folloivs :

1 Sect. 1. Abijah Thompson, Bowen Buckman, and
2 George Holden, with their associates, are hereby au-
-3 thorized and empowered, at their own expense, to
4 enclose the common in the centre of the town of
5 Woburn, to level the surface of the ground, to plant
6 trees and shrubbery, and lay out and make walks
7 within the enclosure, leaving suitable and convenient
8 avenues for the accommodation of persons who may
9 have occasion to enter or pass over said enclosure on
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10 foot, in such manner as they shall prefer, having a due
11 regard to the public travel, convenience, and neces-
-12 sity : provided, however, that no part of said enclosure
13 shall, on any pretence, be appropriated to any purpose
14 of private use or emolument: end j rovided, also, that
15 nothing contained in this act shall affect, alter, or an-

-16 nul, or shall be construed to affect, alter, or annul, the
17 right of any person, or corporation, to the fee in said
18 common, or the right of control of the same.

1 Sect. 2. If any person shall maliciously or wan-
-2 tonly injure or destroy the fences, trees, shrubbery, or
3 walks, or any matter or thing pertaining to said en-
-4 closure, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty dol-
-5 lars, according to the nature and aggravation of the
6 offence, to be recovered by complaint before any jus -

7 tice of the peace of the county of Middlesex, or by
8 indictment before the court of common pleas for said
9 county ; and shall abo be liable for all damages, to be

10 recovered by an action of trespass or on the case, to
11 be commenced before any court proper to try the
12 same, with costs of suit, which action may be com-
-13 menced by any inhabitant of said town ; but all pen-
-14 alties imposed, and all damages recovered, by force of
15 this act, shall be appropriated to the purpose of mak-
-16 ing repairs and improvements upon the said enclo-
-17 sure.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever the said Abijah Thompson,
2 Bowen Buckman, and George Holden, with their
3 associates, shall have completed said enclosure, ac-

-4 cording to the provisions of this act, they.shall there-
iiavc no control ovei said cnclosuie.
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1 Sect. 4. If the said enclosure shall not be made
2 within five years from the passage of this act, the au-
."3 thority and power hereby granted shall cease and be
4 void.


