
SENATE No. 135.

Ordered, That the Committee on Claims be directed to re-
port the number and condition of the several tribes of Indians
that receive aid from the Commonwealth, and also to consider,
and report, what further legislation is necessary for their pro-
tection and welfare.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN, Clerk.

House of Representatives, February 28, 1848.

Concurred.
CHAS. W, STOREY, Clerk.

Gommontoealtij of iHassacijusetts.

In Senate, February 26th, 1848.
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The Joint Committee on Claims, who were instructed, by an
Order of February 26th, “ to report the number and condi-
tion of the several tribes of Indians that receive aid from the
Commonwealth, and also to consider, and report, what fur-
ther legislation is necessary for their protection and welfare,”

That the whole number of Indians under the care of the
Commonwealth, so far as they have been enabled to ascertain,
is about seven hundred and eighty-two, divided as follows;—

Troy, or Fall River, thirty-three; Dudley, fifty-one; Has-
sanaraiset, two ; Chappaquiddic and Christiantown, one hun-
dred; Gay Head, two hundred and fifty; Punkapoag, four;
Herring Pond, thirty ; Marshpee, three hundred and twelve.

The amount drawn from the state treasury, the past five
years, for their support, eight thousand and thirteen dollars.

Of the whole number, very few are Indians, as that term is
generally understood ; and their condition is not what it should
be. The parental care of the Commonwealth over these tribes
has been shown by the enactment of laws intended for their
good, and by a free expenditure of money to promote their com-
fort. Probably no subject is so little understood by legislators
as that of the Massachusetts Indians; and, without a proper
knowledge of their condition, wants, and qualifications tor be-

CommoiUucnltlj of itfassacljuactts.

In Senate, April 29th, 1848.
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coming free men, there is great danger of doing them injustice.
The committee have seen each guardian, and, by some of their
number, visited three different tribes. The whole subject should
be carefully and deliberately investigated, and, for this purpose,
the committee report the accompanying Resolve.

GEORGE DENNY, Chairman.
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RESOLVE

Relating to Indians within the Commonwealth.

Resolved , That his excellency the governor, with the advice
and consent of the executive council, is hereby authorized to
appoint three suitable persons to be commissioners, whose duty
it shall be to visit the several tribes and parts of tribes of In-
dians remaining within this Commonwealth, to examine into
their condition and circumstances, and report to the next legis-
lature, what legislation, in their opinion, is necessary, in order
best to promote the improvement and interests of said Indians;
and the accounts of said commissioners, for their services and
expenses, shall be audited by the governor and council; and,
when allowed, warrants may be drawn therefor accordingly.

CCommontoealtij of iHassacljuscttfii.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Eight.


