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£ommontoraUtj of iHasaactjusetta*

To His Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable Council,
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

The Inspectors, in presenting their report of the general in-
terests and concerns of the prison daring the last year, are
enabled to say, that they have been attended with their usual
prosperity. The earnings of the convicts, in the different
departments of labor in which they have been employed, have
been as large, in proportion to their number, as in any preced-
ing year, for some years past. They have also the pleasure to
state, that a degree of harmony, good-will, and subordination,
has uniformly prevailed among the prisoners, which is highly
creditable to them, as well as to those, on whom the immediate
government of the prison has devolved.

The remarkable, if not unparalleled, degree of health that
has been enjoyed in the prison, during the year ending in Sep-
tember last, will be regarded, by all, as just cause of gratitude
to the great Source and Dispenser of all good. Not a death has
occurred during the time, and for nearly a year next preceding
it, out of an average number of about two hundred and seventy
persons. We doubt if the case be not without a parallel in any
community; and there is a grateful satisfaction in knowing
that the prisoner, in his cell, shut out from the world about him,
and suffering, in comparative solitude, the punishment due to
his crime, is no less remembered and protected, by a kind Bene-
factor, than the greatest and most favored of men, in his cost-
liest mansion. The disease that walketh by night, and the
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pestilence that wasteth at noon-day, seem not to have been
permitted, by a merciful Providence, to enter or invade the
narrow confines of the prisoner’s home.

The health of mind that has existed among the convicts,
since our last report, has been no less signal, than that of the
body. Not a solitary case of insanity has occurred; while in
other prisons, in some of the states, this malady, as is well
known, has always prevailed to considerable extent, and their
last reports indicate no favorable change in this respect.

For this uniform difference between these different institu-
tions, in this important particular, an adequate cause may be
found in the fact, that the prison at Charlestown was found-
ed, and has been conducted, on the congregate, and at no time
upon the separate or solitary, system, which is adopted at the
Philadelphia, and at some other prisons. Other causes there
may be which contribute to this result, but the one assigned is
alone sufficient to produce it.

As an illustration of the truth of the important fact we are
considering, it appears, from the best authenticated statistics,
that, during the ten years ending in eighteen hundred and forty-
six, the number of cases of insanity, at the Philadelphia prison,
known to be conducted upon the separate or solitary plan, was
one hundred and nine, and in that at Charlestown, during
the same period, the whole number was two. We mean, by this
statement, to include those convicts who became insane while
in prison, and not those who were insane at the time of their
admission.

Every year’s experience in our own and in other prisons, fur-
nishes additional proof of the superior merits of the congregate
system, in many important respects, over any other of which we
have any knowledge.

T he very able pamphlet recently published by Mr. Gray, of
Boston, entitled Prison Discipline in America,” must, we think,
put the question forever at rest, in the mind of every candid
reader. It shows, as applicable to the case in question, that
mere theoiy, however attractive the manner in which it may
be presented, must always yield to the power of truth, to which
it is directly opposed.
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The income of the prison during the past year has been suffi-
cient to meet its current expenditures, including the salaries of
the different officers, and to leave a balance, to the credit of the
prison, of $126 and some cents. This we have reason to be-
lieve, from our acquaintance with the financial condition of
other similar institutions, is more than can be truly said of
many, if of any others, in this or in any other country.

The appropriation made by the legislature, in 1845, of a few
hundred dollars, to defray the expense of empoying an agent,
to aid and assist discharged convicts who should seek his aid in
procuring employment for them on their return to the world,
has in many instances already been attended with results which
fully justify the expenditure.

The inspectors, in conclusion, are happy to say, and to know,
that the more considerate, humane, and conciliatory mode of
treatment of the convicts, which has been practised in our
prison for a number of years past, although at first denounced
by many as visionary, and a dangerous relaxation of discipline,
has proved completely successful. It has never been productive
of any thing but good, and in the nature of the case never can
be. Its only tendency, as well as its practical effect, is to elevate
the prisoner in his own esteem, and to excite and call into
action the better feelings of the man, and to qualify him to re-
turn to society, and to enjoy its confidence and esteem by a
regular and well-ordered life.

All which is respectfully submitted by

BRADFORD SUMNER,
SAMUEL GREELE,
ABRAHAM F. HOWE.

Massachusetts Slate Prison, Dec. 20th, 1847.
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To His Excellency George N. Briggs, Governor, and the Hon-
orable Council , of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts:

The Warden of the State Prison respectfully submits the
following statement of the concerns of that institution;

The whole number of convicts remaining in prison,
October Ist, 1846, ..... 253

The whole number of convicts received into the prison,
during the year ending on the 30th of September,
1847, is .... 123

376

Discharged from the prison during the year ending
September 30th, 1847,—-

By expiration of sentence. . . .80
By remission of sentence, ... 7
By order of court, .... 1

88

The whole number remaining in the prison, Septem-
ber 30th, 1847, ..... 2SB

Ages of those in the prison.
15 to 20 years, . . 30 50 to 60 years, . . 20
20 to 30 “

.
. 138 CO to 70 “ . .3

30 to 40 “

. .65 Over 70 “
. .1

40 to 50 “ .
. si

Crimes of those in the prison.
Larceny, . . . 67 I Burglary in second degree, 2
Common and notorious thief, 15 j “ and larceny, . 3
Burglary, . .

. 2G Arson, . . .7
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Murder, .
. .6 Having in possession coun-

terfeit bank bills, . 6Assault with intent to murder, 4
Stealing from the person, . 5Manslaughter, . .5
Breaking and entering a

• • 1 dwelling-house and steal-
Assault with intent to rape, 4 l * ierc ‘ n ’

* '

Lewd and lascivious cohabi- Counterfeiting, . . 2
tation, . . .2 Escaping from the house of

Adultery, .
. .4 correction, . . 3

Bigamy g Felonious assault and larceny, 1

Polygamy, . . .1 Stealin S from a shoP- • 2

jncegti _ j Poisoning with intent to kill, 1

Felonious assault, . . 4 Passing counterfeit money, 3

Assault and highway robbery, 1 Braking and entering a
J dwelling-house with intent

Robbery, . . .2 to • • -4
Highway robbery in 2d degree, 1 Attempting to set fire, . 2

Shop-breaking and larceny, 30 Embezzlement and larceny, 1
Assault and robbery, . 3 Accessory to a larceny be-

fore the fact, .
. 1

Assault with intent to rob, . 4
Forgery, . . .5

Maliciously setting fire to a
manufactory, which was Assault with intent to corn-
destroyed with its con- mit a larceny, . . 2
tents, . . 1 .Assault and mayhem, . 1

Cheating by false pretences, 1 Perjury
Malicious burning, . 1 .

Attempting to burn a manu-
Burning a barn, .

. 3 factory, . . .1

Having in possession coun- Stealing, .

. .2
terfeit coin, . .3 . .

Obtaining money by false
Shop-breaking, . . 20 pretences, .

. 1
Burning a dwelling-house, . 2 Breaking and entering a

vessel and stealing, . 1Maliciously removing a rail
from a railroad, . . 1 238
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Terms of sentences.

1 year, . . . 26 3 years and 11 months, . I
i year and 2 months, . 1 4 years, . . .31
1 year and 3 months, . 1 4 years and 6 months, . 6
1 year and 4 months, . 1 5 years, . . .20

1 year and 6 months, . 14 5 years and 3 months, . 1

1 year and 8 months, . 2 6 years, .
. .8

1 year and 9 months, . 2 6 years and 4 months, . 1
1 year and 10 months, . 2 7 years, . . .13
2 years, . . . 45 8 years, . . .4
2 years and 3 months, . 3 9 years, . . .1
2 years and 6 months, . 12 10 years, .

. .13

2 years and 8 months, . 2 13 years, . . . 1

2 years and 9 months, . 3 14 years, . . .1
2 years and 11 months, . 1 15 years, . . .1

3 years, . . .41 18 years, . . .4
3 years and 6 months, . 4 35 years, . . .1
3 years and 9 months, . 1 Life, . . .18
3 years and 10 months, . 2 2;8

States and countries of which they are natives.
Massachusetts, . . 96 New York, . . 27

Maine, . . .17 New Jersey, . . 3
New Hampshire, . . 17 Pennsylvania, . . 5

Vermont, . . .10 Maryland, .
. .2

Connecticut, . . 12 Ohio, . . .4
Rhode Island, . . 5 North Carolina, . . 3
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Virginia, . . 4 ] Nova Scotia, . . 4
South Carolina, .

. 1 Malta, . ■ .
1

Delaware, . . .1 Prince Edward’s Island, . 1
Kentucky, . . .1 New Brunswick, . . 8

District of Columbia, . 1 Born on the ocean, . 1

South America, . . 1 Germany, . . .2
England, . . .17 Sweden, . . .1

Ireland, . . .35 Halifax, . . .1
Scotland, . . .2 ! j Mexico, . . . 1
France, . . .11 Newfoundland, . . I

Canada, .
. . 7| ! 288

Employments.
Stonecutters, . . 68 Employed in cookery, . 14
Carpenters, . . 2 Baker, . . 1
Toolgrinders, . . 4 Washers, . . .2
Team hands, . .10 Barbers, . . .2
Blacksmiths, , . 19 Wood and coal carriers, . 4

Whitesmiths, . . 2 Sweepers in prison, . 6
Tinworkers, . . 13 Attendants in hospital, . 2
Engravers and Printers, . 4 Patients in do. . 2
Cabinet-makers and uphol- Invalids, .

. .7
sterers, . . .76

In cells, . .4Brushmakers, . . 25
Waiters, . .4

Tailors, . . .6

Machinist, . . .1
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Of the 123 convicts received into prison during the past year,
52 were convicted at Boston. 3 were convicted at Springfield.
8 do. Worcester. 15 do. New Bedford.
9 do. Taunton. 5 do. Dedham.

2 do. Lowell. 4 do. Plymouth.
2 do. Northampton. 2 do. Ipswich.
2 do. Lenox. 11 do. Concord.

2 do. Greenfield. 2 do. Newburyport.
4 do. Cambridge. 123

Ages of those received the last year.
15 to 20 years, . .15 40 to 50 years, . . 15

20 to 25 “ .
. 41 50 to GO “ . .5

25 to 30 "
.

. 26 GO to 70 “ . .2
30 to 35 “ . .11
35 to 40 “

. .8 123

Crimes of those received the last year.
Larceny, . . 46 j Breaking and entering a

shop and stealing, . 14Common and notorious thief, 2
Entering a dwelling-houseStealing, . . .2 with iaient to commit lar-

Assault with intent to murder, 2 ’ ' .3
n . Passing counterfeit bank bills, 4Perjury, ... 1 ° ’

Shop-breaking, .
. 8Arson, ... 4

Lewd and lascivious cohabi-
Stealing from the person, . 2 tation, . . .2
Setting fire to a barn, . 1 Obtaining money' under false

.• .
. pretences, . . 1Attempting to burn a manu-

tory» • 1 J Attempting to burn,
. 1
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Burglary, . . .18 Breaking and entering a ves-
sel and larceny, . . 1

Breaking and entering a
dwelling-house and steal- Burglary and larceny, - 1
ing, ... 2 .

Having and passing coun-
Forgery, . . .2 terfeit corn, . • 1

Adultery, . . .3 Bigamy, . • 1

Burning a dwelling-house in 123
the night-time, . . 1

Felonious assault and rob-
bery, . . .3

Sentences of those received the last year.
1 year, . . 24 3 years and 6 months, . 1

1 year and 2 months, . 2 4 years, . . ,9

I year and 3 months, . 1 4 years and 2 months, . 1

1 year and 6 months, .11 4 years and 6 months, . 1

1 year and 8 months, . 2 5 years, . . .4

1 year and 9 months, . 1 6 years, . . ,1

1 year and 10 months, . 117years, . . .1

2 years, .
. .29 j 8 years, . . .2

2 years and 4 months, . 1 9 years, .
.

]

2 years and 6 months, . 3 18 years, . . .2
2 years and 9 months, . 1 Life, . . .4

2 years and 11 months, . 1 j
3 years, . . 19 ! 123
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Slates and countries of which those received the last year are
natives.

Massachusetts, .
. 37 Ohio, .

. .2

Maine, . . .8 District of Columbia, . 1
New Hampshire, . ■ 12 England, . . .3

Vermont, . . .3 Ireland, .
. .18

Connecticut, . . 4 Germany, . . .2
Rhode Island, . . 1 Scotland, . . .2

New York, . . 9 Canada, . . .6

North Carolina, . . I Nova Scotia, . . 2
Virginia, . . .2 Sweden, . . .1

Kentucky, . . .1 New Brunswick, . . 2
Now Jersey, . . 2 Halifax, . . .1
Pennsylvania, . . 1 Newfoundland, . . 1
Maryland, ... 1 I 123

Of the 123 received, the past year, 19 are recommitmentst as
follows, viz :

14 are .... second comers,
4 “

. . . . third comers, and
1 is a . . . . fourth comer.

The 19 recommitments the last year were for the following
crimes, viz:

Larceny, . . .12 Burglary, . .
1

Stealing from the person, . 1 Having counterfeit bank
bills, with intent to passForgery, . . .1 lhe same, .

. 1
Stealing from a dwelling- Shopbreaking, . . 1

house, ... 1
19Common and notorious thief, 1
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Of the 288 convicts now in \prison ,
50 are recommitments, as

follows :

2d comers, 36
3d “

.....
H

4ih comer, .....
1

sth “
..... 1

6th “
..... 1

50

Crimes of those in prison sentenced for life.
For murder, sentence death, Malicious burning, . . 1

commuted to imprison-
ment for life, . . C Burglary, . . .4

Robbery . . .1 Burning a dwelling house in
the night-time, sentence

Arson, . . .2 death, commuted to im-
prisonment for life, . 1

Assault and highway rob-
bery, . . .1 Rape, sentence death, com-

muted to imprisonment for
Maliciously setting fire to a life _ . . 1

manufactory, which was
destroyed with its con- 18
tents, . . .1

Of the eighteen convicts in confinement for life, four have
been received the past year,—three for burglary, and one for
burning a dwelling-house in the night-time,—sentence death,
commuted to imprisonment for life.

There are fifteen negroes and ten mulattoes in this prison.
Of this number, five negroes and two mulattoes were received
during the past year.

The largest number of convicts in prison, at any time
during the past year, was .... 288

The smallest number was .... 244
The average number has been . . . 262
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I am happy again to be able to report, that the affairs of the,
prison have been well and prosperous, during the past year. A
state of unprecedented health still continues to prevail. There
has been no death, no escapes, no outbreaks, no resistance of au-
thority, and but few violations of the regulations and discipline of
the prison,during the year. Order, industry, good and kind feel-
ings,have been the rule, and ill conduct of any kind only the ex-
ceptions. Every year’s experience con viuces me more and more,
that the best way of governing our fellow-men, in prison as else-
where, is by appealing to their affections and understanding, and
striving to convince them of our sincere desire to do them good
and make them happy. It is hardly in the nature of man to ren-
der evil for good, when convinced that the good is uncontam-
inated with selfish or hypocritical pretences. What comes from
the heart will reach the heart. Love begets love, and hatred,
hatred. It is impossible, that a sane man can forever remain
insensible to sincere, long-continued acts of kindness ; and there
are no minds that will not at last become imbittered, and per-
haps driven to retaliation, by oppression, severity, and ill-will.
I have endeavored to govern the prison in accordance with these
sentiments; and I can truly say that I have rarely, if ever, found
a man, that I thought of sane mind, that could not be reached,
and has not been made kinder, gentler, and better, by the disci-
pline of kindness which I have adopted. Nothing has trans-
pired during the year which calls for remark. It has been a
year uncommonly barren of incident in the prison. Every thing
has gone on in the order and routine of the previous year, leaving
me but little to say in my report, without repeating what has been
said heretofore. Indeed, I might repeat most of the remarks of
my last report, as equally applicable now. There has been the
same desire of self-improvement among the convicts, the same
devotion to reading, writing, ciphering, and other studies calcu-
lated to inform the mind and improve the character, and the
same attachment to the library—which now consists ofabout five
hundred volumes of the best books in our language. Every
convict has the privilege of taking a book from the library every
Saturday afternoon, and there are few, if any, I believe, that do
not thankfully improve the privilege.
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The Hon. Francis C. Gray, of Boston, having recently visited
the prison, and learning that the convicts derived much pleasure
and instruction from the perusal of books, generously made a
donation of fifty dollars for the increase of the prison library,
which sum shall be devoted, with the advice of the inspectors,
to the object for which it has been bestowed. One hundred
dollars a year was also appropriated from the funds of the
prison, by an act of the last legislature, for the “increase,
preservation, and care, of the library,” which sum, under the
direction of the inspectors, has been expended during the past
year. I have reason to believe, that the advantages derived
from the library, the Sunday school, and the society for moral
improvement and mutual aid, cannot fail, and have not failed, to
do good. Many of the convicts have become greatly improved,
and most of them benefited thereby. But the most beneficial
of all things, is the acquiring of habits of industry and a trade.
There are but few convicts, that come to this prison, who have
trades; and this want of a calling is undoubtedly one of the
evil circumstances of their lives, which have led them into
crime. I always consult the convict, when he comes to prison,
as to what trade he would prefer to learn, and, when I can, I
gratify his inclination,-—from the conviction, that a man will be
likely to do better, in prison and out, if permitted to follow the
bent of his own desire in this respect. The prisoners are en-
couraged, and required, to exert themselves to become expert,
good workmen ; and most of them, who are sent here for a term
of years, do in fact become skilful, and able to compete for a
livelihood with others in their trade. I know of many that are
receiving large wages. I often meet, and converse with them
in the streets. They often call upon me, and I often receive
letters informing me of their success in the trades which they
had acquired in this prison. In connection with these remarks,
and in confirmation thereof, I am happy to quote from a very in-
teresting work, on the subject ofprisons, recently published by the
Hon. Francis C. Gray. He says that, by a law of March 22,
1845, “ an agent is appointed by the State, whose duty it is Mo
counsel such discharged convicts as may seek his aid, and to
take such measures to procure employ merit for such of them as
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may desire it, by corresponding with persons in agricultural and
mechanical pursuits, and with benevolent individuals and asso-
ciations, as he may deem proper and expedient.’ His mode
of proceeding is this. Knowing when any convicts are about
to be discharged, he visits them in prison some time before, and
asks whether they wish him to find places for them, or aid them
in any way, and, if they want places, at what business, and in
what part of the country. He requests every one, who wishes
his help, to call on him immediately on leaving the prison, and
in the mean time exerts himself to supply their wants; nor has
he ever once failed to find, for every one who asked it, employ-
ment at the work he wished, and in the part of the country he
wished, at from one dollar to one dollar and three quarters per
day, as soon as he left the prison, or shortly after; some of the
stonecutters have earned two dollars and a half per day. One
respectable cabinet-maker informs me, that within ten or twelve
years past, from forty to fifty discharged convicts, whom he
knew to have learned their trade in the state prison here, have
been employed in his establishment, and that he never has dis-
charged one of them for bad conduct; nor ever wished to get
rid of more than two or three, who left him of their own
accord.” How encouraging are these facts, and what a proof
of the utility of this act of merciful and beneficent legislation,
affording evidence that most of the convicts, when discharged,
are enabled, by the offer of employment provided by the agent,
to resist the temptations to idleness and crime, and become in-
dustrious men and good citizens.

The business and financial concerns of the prison have result-
ed more favorably than I had reason, during the year, to
anticipate. The small number of convicts—the average being
exactly the same as the year before ; the high price of provisions,
especially of potatoes, of which, on account of the great waste
occasioned by the disease, I was obliged to purchase an in-
creased quantity; ihe addition to the salaries of the watchmen
by an act of the last legislat ire; and an appropriation from the
funds of the prison, for the benefit of the library—together creat-
ing an additional expense of |>l2oo per year—led me to appre-
hend a deficiency of income to meet the expenses . f ihe j risen.
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But I am happy to be able to state, that the earnings of the
prison have been larger than (he year before, and larger than
any year since I have been warden, and a little more than
equal to the whole expense. The whole income of the prison
during the year is $32,397 97, and the whole expense $32,271 71,
leaving a surplus of income of $126 26.

The attention of the committee on prisons of the last legis-
lature was called to the importance of erecting dwelling-houses
on the prison lands, for the officers of the prison. I was
required to make a plan of a block of such houses as appeared
to be desirable, and to obtain estimates of the cost of erecting
them. Accordingly, I caused a plan to be drawn of a block of
fifteen houses, to be built upon the south-east boundary of the
prison lands, facing Austin Street, and ascertained, that the
whole block could be completed for a sum not exceeding thirty
thousand dollars, including a high brick wall with a hammered
granite capping upon such parts of the line not covered with
the houses. There is now, upon this line on Austin Street, an
old picket-fence, so rotten that it must soon be removed ; and a
high, strong stone wall, or a brick wall capped with stone, ought
to be built, in its place, to give to the prison the appearance of
strength, and an aspect upon the public highway, in this beau-
tiful and growing city of Charlestown, worthy of the character
of the State Prison of Massachusetts. This wall would proba-
bly cost several thousand dollars. But these houses would
occupy the most of the line, and consequently most of the ex-
pense of the wall may be included therein. Since the filling up
of nearly two acres of flats adjoining the prison lands, there is
aplenty of room for this improvement, and it was thought, by
the committee on prisons of last year, that these lands were
too valuable to remain unoccupied. The most of the officers
of this prison have families ; and it is now impossible for them
to find residences so near the prison as is desirable ; and much
inconvenience is felt, and some danger constantly incurred, from
the necessary absence of the officers, an evil which has given
me great uneasiness, and for which I see no remedy, except by
requiring every officer to reside within the precincts of the prison.
In case of emergency, nothing can be more desirable, than
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for every officer to be upon the ground. These houses can be
erected and leased to the officers, as cheap as they can hire at
a distance, and afford a good income for the money expended,
while they would greatly improve the appearance of the prison.
Experience has proved, that there is no location in the state so
good for a state prison, as this. It is remarkably healthy; in
the midst, and in the neighborhood of our largest cities, yet
sufficiently isolated ; projecting out into navigable water ; ad-
joining Boston, whence about half of the convicts are now
sent, and the ratio is increasing; accessible by railroads from
almost every town where the courts are held; where supplies
can be had the best and the cheapest, and abundance of labor at
better prices than elsewhere; where the opulent and benevolent
are concentrated, forming associations for the aid of the convicts
and the reformation of the guilty; and where the good and the
pious are always ready and anxious to come forward, in any
numbers permitted, to aid in their instruction. All these advan-
tages I am sure cannot be found in any interior small town.
But, on the contrary, I am told that there are positive disadvan-
tages connected with the location of a large state prison of this
kind in a small place. When the interests connected with the
prison come to bear a large proportion to the other interests of
the place, and when the officers, contractors and agents, and
their families, connections, dependents and friends, constitute a
large part of the inhabitants, each having his individual inter-
ests, opinions and prejudices, every movement in the prison
creates excitement, and may often very sensibly influence and
disturb the purposes of the government of the prison. This
has been a serious obstacle to the introduction of a kind and
merciful discipline into some of the largest state prisons in
this country. Any amelioration of severity always gives
offence to some connected with the prison, and directly rumors
of disorder are abroad, and the contractors and their agents, ever
awake to the suggestions of interest, and constantly apprehen-
sive of the loss of labor, instinctively desire the government to
spur on the convicts to do more work, by the stimulus of pun-
ishment. Accordingly, it becomes the town talk, that the disci-
pline is running down, and the work of the prisoners is falling
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off, till the government resumes its former severity. Thus a
state of public opinion is formed in the place, unfriendly to con-
victs, hostile to their well-being, and sceptical of their reforma-
tion or improvement. No Sunday school can wellbe formed in
such a prison. Few teachers can be found in such a place ; and
very few ready to extend the hand of friendship to prisoners
when discharged. These evils have been so sensibly felt at
Sing Sing, that a member of the Prison Association of New
York, expressed to me a desire for the removal of the prison into
the city. The committee on prisons, of last year, judged that the
building of these houses would be a permanent improvement,
and worthy of the consideration of the government; but they
failed to report in its favor, on account of the lateness of the
session when they considered it. But they desired me to pre-
sent it to the attention of the next legislature. In reviewing the
subject, however, I find that a block of eleven, instead of fifteen
houses, will answer. The view of the committee was to pro-
vide each officer with a separate house. But this would be
more room than necessary, and would make the rent too high
for the income of the overseers and watchmen. According to
the plan herewith exhibited, the four houses in each wing can
each be divided into two tenements, and be large enough to
accommodate the families of the overseers and watchmen. The
three centre houses are designed for the warden, chaplain and
clerk. I have no personal or selfish desire for this improve-
ment, for I am already provided with a house more to my taste,
and better suited to the wants of my family, than the one pro-
posed. The erection of these buildings will involve the neces-
sity of removing the warden’s house and the buildings adjoin-
ing, and of taking a piece of land in front of the prison, belong-
ing to Jacob Foss.

It gives me pleasure again to bear testimony to the continued
kindness, efficiency and goodness of the rev. chaplain, to the
skill and great success of the physician, and the fidelity of all
the officers of the prison.

The accounts of the past year, together with the vouchers,
having been examined and approved by the lion, board of in-
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speclors, shall be duly deposited in the office of the treasurer of
the Commonwealth.

The following schedule shows the disbursements and income,
for the year ending September 30th, 1847.

Dr ....Disbursements and Income from October Ist, 1846, to September 30th, 1847. ...Cr.

To provision depart- By profits in stone de-
ment, . . $7,755 04 partment, . $13,516 73

To hospital do. . 215 52 By profits in labor do. 17,018 48
To clothing do. . 4,003 03 By fees of admittance, 1,624 79
To expense do. . 3,140 15 By rents, . . . 215 00
To prisoners discharged, 383 00 By interest, . . 22 97
To officers’salaries, .16,046 11
To transportation of

prisoners, . . 566 41

To repairs of teal estate, 161 85

32,271 71
Balance, being profits, 126 26

$32,397 97 $32,397 97

All which is respectfully submitted by

FREDERICK ROBINSON, Warden.
Massachusetts State Prison, Dec. 2d, 1847.
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To His Excellency George N. Briggs, Governor of the Com
monwealth, and the Honorable Council;

lii reporting the condition of the physician’s department of
the slate prison during the past year, ending September 30th,
I am glad to be able to present again a favorable account of the
health and physical well-being of the convicts. No epidemic or
unusual disorder has displayed itself; and the maladies and
sickness, such as there have been, have had nothing peculiar or
malignant in their character. No death has taken place among
the 376 different convicts which the prison has contained during
the past year. This makes nearly three years since December
1844, within which period, but a single instance of mortality has
occurred in the institution. During that time, there have been
confined no less than 580 convicts. So small a proportion of
mortality, among such a class of men as usually make up the
population of a prison, has something about it quite remark-
able.

1 add the table of deaths for seven years prior to that just
named, so as to show the total of mortality for the whole ten
years last past.

No. of prisoners,
Years. Sept. 30lh. Total Deaths.
1837, 28S 5
1838, 303 7
1839, 31(5 5
1840, 318 2
1841, 333 8
1842, 304 2
1843, 271 2
1844, 276 2

*1845, 257 1
1816, 253 1
1847, 2SB 0

* This death, as set down for the year 1845, occurred in Deccmhcr 1844, as above
referred to. The prison year, it will be borne in mind, commences and ends Sept. Stub.
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When, in connection with this statement, is mentioned the fact,
that none of the prisoners are pardoned in anticipation of im-
mediate dissolution, or with any view whatever to the chances
of prospective death ; and the further facts, that many of the
inmates are undergoing, and have undergone, sentences of ten
years and upwards; and that, of those whom we receive, more
than an average proportion bring with them disease and enfee-
bled constitutions, whose chances of life would be put at a very
low estimate_in the community at large, I think the bill of mor-
tality of the institution may safely and fairly be appealed to, as
one criterion of its relative healthfulness.

I present the other medical statistics of the department for
what they are worth ; premising, that I do not set much by any
merely numerical exhibits of health or sickness, however care-
fully taken, or elaborately extended.

The number of applications for leave to consult the physi-
cian has been 4810, averaging thirteen and a fraction daily.
This includes not only the cases of those who apply for medical
treatment, but also all those who have any request to make for
a change of work, diet, &c. The number of patients admitted
into the hospital, and put upon the sick list, has been 102, in
the whole, comprising 68 different cases; or a little less, on
the average, than one in three days. These patients together
have spent 913 days in the hospital, averaging about nine days
to each. There have been invalided for the day, i. e., allowed
to remain in the hospital without work, but who have not been
put upon the sick list, GS2, or about two a day. Nearly the
same total, or Gil days, of light labor have been allowed;
and, in 432 instances, I have prescribed change of work for the
day. Besides these, in 242 instances I have considered the
application as frivolous, and prescribed no remedy. Comparing
this last number with the whole number of applications, as first
stated, a result, as I think, favorable to the general honesty of
purpose of the convicts, will appear.

The system pursued in regard to allowing the prisoners leave
to consult the physician, is one permitting the largest opportu-
nity of making known their wants. A book is kept in each
workshop, in which any prisoner who feels unwell, or fancies
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ho is so, can have his name entered, as one desirous to go up to
the hospital. At some appropriate time, usually in the morning
before breakfast, unless the case is one of special urgency, some
person is sent to take the names of those in each shop, who
have signified their wish to see the physician ; and he notifies
them to attend at the hospital. An officer is. in attendance
to prevent any conversation or disturbance. Each one in his
turn states his complaints; his case is attended to, and the
prescription recommended is entered, as well on the hospital
book of each shop, for the direction of the overseer, as upon the
hospital journal, for the guidance of the assistant. If the case
is one of a really serious appearance, the patient is put upon the
sick list, and allowed to remain in the hospital till cured, or
deemedsufficiently restored to resume his work. If of a lighter
character, a temporary cessation from work, or a diversion of
employment, as the above classification indicates, is permitted.
An entry to this effect being made upon the shop books, the
overseer governs himself accordingly. Sometimes the entry is
only for the allowance of a change of diet, as from meat to
fish, or for liberty to wear flannels. Very frequently the pre-
scription, if of a medical character, is one of some simple med-
icine, which does not interfere with the ordinary routine of the
prisoner’s duties. Still, all such prescriptions are noted as ap-
plications, and must necessarily swell the aggregate amount to a
large number, in the course of a year.

I may add in this connection, that the amount of expenditure
for medicines, for the prison, has been less than thirty-five dol-
lars, for the past year; and that this has been about the annual
average, for the last three years.

Of the diseases of the most serious character, the largest pro-
portion. as usual, have been of a pulmonary nature. Some of
these manifested themselves at the convict’s entrance into the
institution ; while others have developed themselves only after
long confinement. But the application of remedies, and the
restorative power of nature, have so far wrought relief, that, at
present, no one of this class is confined to the hospital, or unable
to work at some occupation. I have found with all this class
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of patients, that no mode of treatment is so successful, as that
which tends to divert the mind, and which at the same time
allows the enjoyment of the open air, and moderate exercise.
For this purpose, I make it a point to prescribe light labor, as
soon as the patient’s condition will permit his quitting the hos-
pital ; and endeavor, by the kind of occupation, to afford an
antidote to that feeling of dejection and loneliness which is the
invariable attendant of the solitude of the hospital.

The employments of the convicts generally are regulated, by
the warden, with reference to their physical habit and mode of
occupation before commitment. But if, after a fair trial, any
question arises of the compatibility of such employment with
the prisoner’s health, he defers to my judgment, and allows
change and relaxtion, or insists upon exertion and the perform-
ance of duty.

No new case of insanity has developed itself during the past
year. One convict, however, was sent here who attempted, soon
after his entrance to the prison, to counterfeit insanity. He had
previously been sent to the state asylum at Worcester, from one
of the county jails, as an insane pauper. After his release from
that institution, he was arrested for burglary, and sentenced
for life to the prison. His conduct was such as to give the
general impression of his insanity. After some weeks of careful
observation, however, aided by the knowledge of his previous
history, the commissioners of insanity were satisfied that he was
feigning, and not really insane. Upon acquainting him with
our convictions, and stating to him the consequences of persist-
ing in trifling with the discipline of the prison, he resumed his
senses, and has behaved well since.

The only cases of real insanity in the prison, which have
come under my notice since January, 1845, are the following:
The convict who was recommitted to the state asylum for the
insane, as noticed in my report of last year; and two other
cases of dementia. One of them left the prison last year, on
the expiration of his sentence. The other is still in confine-
ment, soon to be discharged. Neither of them evinced the ordi-
nary share of intelligence at the time of their commitment; and
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I am unable to say how far, if at all, their disease was pro-
duced, or aggravated, by their confinement.

Very respectfully,

J. W. BEMIS,

Physician of Massachusetts State Prison.

4
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To His Excellency,
George N. Briggs, Governor, and the Hon.

the Executive Council, of the Commonwealthof Massachusetts:

The chaplain of the state prison would respectfully present
the following very brief report, touching his department of
labor, for the year ending with 30th of September, A. D. 1847.
So uniform, from year to year, is the ordinary course of events
in such an institution, where the principles of its discipline, its
business operations, and the routine of duties belonging ap-
propriately to each department, have become established and
settled, that any thing novel, or of peculiar interest, can hardly
be expected in such a report. The reports of past years will,
for the most part, furnish all that need be said in regard to the
moral and religious condition of the institution.

While there will always be much to pain the heart of Chris-
tian benevolence, and to induce feelings of discouragement, there
is still much to encourage to untiring effort in the great work of
doing good. The field of labor here is, at best, a rough and
stony one, demanding unceasing effort in its cultivation; but,
after all, the consideration that “God giveth the increase,”
though “ Paul may plant and Apollos water,” and that 11 He can
make even the desert to become a fruitful field,” teaches us that
we need never despair, if we faithfully labor in his service.

Our Sabbath school has been in successful operation, having
enjoyed the benevolent and self-denying labors of Christian
teachers, from the churches in Boston and Charlestown. To
them, the institution and the Commonwealth have been laid
under strong obligations of gratitude.

Public worship has been regularly maintained on the Sab-
bath, and the customary religious services, morning and even-
ing, on the other days of the week, rarely fail of their due
observance. Much pains has been taken to instruct and disci-
pline. a choir of singers, in the prison, to aid in rendering our
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religious services the more interesting and profitable. Connect-
ed with this choir, are a number of skilful performers on various
instruments of music; and it has often been remarked, by visit-
ers and strangers, that they rarely hear better music in the
churches where they customarily worship.

Connected with these more public services, opportunities are
almost daily embraced, by the chaplain, of holding private
intercourse with the prisoners, and thus, by affectionate warn-
ing and counsel, endeavoring to reach the conscience and the
heart, and, by this means, to accomplish what instruction more
general and public may have failed to secure.

In addition to the means of moral and religious improvement,
as above stated, the prisoners have access, weekly, to the libra-
ry of the institution, numbering near five hundred volumes,
furnishing them with varied reading, suited to enlighten the
mind, improve the taste, and purify the heart. If then those,
thus furnished with the means of improvement in knowledge and
virtue, are not benefited, it will not be because the Common-
wealth has come short of its duty to this class of men, in its
efforts to improve and elevate them, but must be ascribed to their
own perverseness.

What amount of good is actually accomplished by all these
means and efforts, it is impossible definitely to ascertain ; but
it can hardly be doubted that, on the minds of a great majority,
an influence most salutary is exerted and permanently secured.
Could we compare results, as here developed, with those of a
similar institution, where the means of moral and religious in-
struction, and of intellectual culture, are withholden, or enjoyed
only in stinted measure, we might, in such case, be able to form
a more correct estimate. The contrast would, unquestionably,
be strongly marked, and would go far to satisfy even the most
skeptical, that moral means and appliances are far more effica-
cious in reforming the vicious, than perpetuated ignorance and
habitual severity.

The goodness of God, as manifested towards this institution,
the past year, in regard to the health which has been enjoyed,'
has never been more signally manifested. No epidemic disease
has been suffered to visit us; nor has there been a single death
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either among the officers or prisoners. For this, and multiplied
other blessings, we owe a debt of devout gratitude to the Be-
nevolent Dispenser of all blessings.

The undersigned has continued to receive, from the warden
and subordinate officers of the institution, all those helps, and
kind attentions to his wishes, which he could desire, and which
have served to cheer and encourage him in the discharge of his
various and responsible duties. For these and all other acts of
kindness on their part, he hopes ever to be grateful.

JARED CURTIS,

Chaplain, Massachusetts Stale Prison

Massachusetts State Prison. Dec. 20th, 1847.


