
SENATE No..No. 4.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable the Council
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The agent for discharged convicts would respectfully submit
the following account of his doings during the period from the
10th day of March, the date of his commission, to the 30th day
of September, 1847, embracing nearly seven months. In that
period, thirty-eight convicts have been discharged from the
state prison at Charlestown by expiration of sentence, and
seven by remission of sentence, making in all forty-five. Of
this number, thirty-one called upon the agent, and were
variously assisted, according to their wants; employment was
procured for three others, at their request, but they, for various
reasons, did not call to secure the places.

There were nineteen assisted to obtain employment,—four
were aided to obtain voyages, and went to sea; four others
are known to have gone to work with some of the contractors
at the prison, or at places procured by their friends, but were
otherwise assisted by the agent; seven were aided to go directly
to their friends ; one, who was nearly blind, was placed in the
eye and ear infirmary; two went to their friends without aid.
The course of nine is unknown.

Through the courtesy of the warden, the agent is allowed to
consult the records of the prison, and to ascertain from the
officers the genera! character of each prisoner,—his capacity for
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business, his skill in the department of labor with which he is
familiar, and, by a personal interview with each convict pre-
vious to his discharge, to learn his own peculiar wants. In this
way a great deal is learned which is necessary in obtaining a
suitable place of employment, or otherwise affording counsel
and aid. With respect to those who are discharged by order of
court, or by remission of their sentence by the executive, no
opportunity is had for a previous acquaintance.

Of the whole number of persons discharged, thirteen, while
in the prison, were employed at stone-cutting, seven in the
brush shop, six in the cabinet shop, three at upholstering, one
as cook, two in the shoe shop, one was a whitesmith, two were
tailors, one was a hatter. The employment of nine was un-
known to the agent.

Of those who called upon the agent, employment at stone-
work was procured for eight, seven went to some mechanical
work, four went to sea, one into a woolen factory, one opened a
medical office in the city, one worked in a livery-stable, one at
the confectionary business, one went to the eye and ear infirm-
ary, and seven went to their friends.

Of the whole number discharged, twenty-three have con-
tinued to do well, as far as yet known, and some of them, from
the testimony of employers and others, are known to be doing
remarkably well. Two are now doing well, but who, in all
things, have not conducted with strict propriety. With respect
to thirteen, nothing is known against them; two are supposed
not to have done well, though that is not certainly known; one
has been recommitted to the state prison for stealing an over-
coat; one is now under arrest, awaiting trial on a charge of
larceny; one was sentenced at the police court to pay a small
fine for a petty larceny; and one is understood to have been
sent to the house of correction in a western county, for drunken-
ness; one, who was accused ofstealing, absconded.

Seven of the men were discharged in March, six in April,
eight in May, eight in June, seven in July, four in August, and
five in September.

The undersigned, as general agent of the Boston Society for
aiding Discharged Convicts, is enabled to furnish these men
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with clothing, with board, (until employment can be procured,)
with tools for their work, or with means to carry them to their
friends; all of which, by the limitations of the statute, it would
be impossible for him to do in the capacity of state agent.

The agent has also been called upon for assistance by persons
who had been discharged from the state prison at Charlestown
in previous years. Eleven of this class have been variously
aided: six, to employment, with clothing, board. &c.; four,
with board, and means to get to their friends ; for another, con-
siderable effort was made to get a fishing voyage, but he
remained at work in the city. Nothing has been heard against
any of these, and some of them are known to have conducted
very well. Two have been assisted who were from the Con-
necticut state prison. They were provided with food, clothing,
and means to get to their friends. Two from New York
prisons called and received aid, and four from other prisons in
this state were furnished with employment.

The undersigned has been able to assist these persons also as
agent of the Boston Society for aiding Discharged Convicts.

The agent endeavors to keep informed of the course of con-
duct pursued by each discharged convict. Letters are fre-
quently received from them; also from their employers.

As many of them have been in the family of the agent for a
longer or shorter period, they frequently call to spend an eve-
ning, or make a visit, and have invariably conducted themselves
with manly propriety and decorum. They manifest a great deal
of delight and gratitude at the treatment they receive, and in no
case have the hospitalities tendered them been abused. They
seem especially pleased to find a house open to receive them
many of them having been outcasts for years. This is particu-
larly true of some who had been several times in prison. One
man spent a number of days in the family of the agent, who
had passed thirty-one years of his life in the state prison
at Charlestown. He stated that he had served under seven
different wardens, and had been discharged several times, but,
until the last time, was met by no friendly hand, and the con-
sequence was, he had resorted to his old haunts and former as-
sociates. In a short time he had found himself again in prison.
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While he was with the agent he was very modest and respect-
ful in his deportment, and grateful for every little attention.

In concluding this report, the undersigned would take occa'
sion to acknowledge his indebtedness to the warden and the
other officers of the state prison, who have so kindly afforded
him facilities in the discharge of his duties.

AUGUSTINE C. TAFT.
Boston, Dec. 13th, 1847.


