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of

Ordered
,
That so much of the Governor’s Address as relates

to the existing war between the United States and Mexico, be
referred to Messrs. Buckingham and Foster, with such as the
House may join.

Sent down for concurrence.

CHAS. CALHOUN. Clerk.

House of Representatives, January 14, 1848.

Concurred—and Messrs. Giles, of Boston,
Stevens, of Andover,
Kendall, of Townsend,
Hubbard, of Sunderland, and
Peck, of Mendon, are joined.

CHARLES W. STOREY, Clerk.

In Senate, January 13, 1848.
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The Select Joint Committee, to whom was referred so much of
the Governor’s Address, at the opening of the present session
of the Legislature, as relates to the war in Mexico, ask leave
to present the following

In preparing a suitable response to the sentiments expressed
by His Excellency, the committee would have felt no hesitation
in exhibiting to the legislature, to their constituents, and to the
world, in the fullest and most emphatic manner, their views of
the war, in relation especially to its origin, its avowed or sup-
posed purposes, the mode in which it has been prosecuted, and
its apprehended consequences, social, moral, and political, to
the people of the United States. But, inasmuch as these points
have been most fully and ably discussed in the legislative halls
of Congress, and of several states of the Union ; in those influ-
ential and widely circulated vehicles of intelligence and specu-
lation, the newspapers ; and in the reports of committees here-
tofore appointed by our last legislature; it might seem to be a
work of supererogation to persist in the discussion of topics that
have already undergone thorough and laborious examination
by men of the profoundest intellect, and which, having awak-
ened the spirit of inquiry among the people, have received the
vehement approval and support, or the sentence of indignant
and immitigable condemnation, from almost every member of
the community. It would seem, therefore, to be entirely unne-
cessary, if not impertinent, on this occasion, to dwell upon the
annexation of Texas to our Union,—solemnly declared by the
legislature, in its resolves passed the 26th day of April, 1847,
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to have been a paramount cause of the war,'—or, to recapitulate
the long catalogue of grievances alleged at various times, by
the President of the United States, to be a sufficient justifica-
tion of its commencement and vigorous prosecution. The com-
mittee propose to embody their sentiments, briefly, in general
remarks, alluding only incidentally to some of the topics above
mentioned, by way of illustration.

That all wars, of whatever nature, are to be deplored as na-
tional calamities,—impoverishing the public treasury, defeating
the promise of industrious enterprise, diminishing the substance
of the laboring classes, wasting human life, and carrying misery
and desolation to the homes of thousands, that would otherwise
be happy ; that they are productive only of evil to the body
politic, by depressing the standard of morals, encouraging a
pernicious passion for military glory, extinguishing the higher
sympathies of human nature, and creating a thirst for the en-
joyment, by conquest, of something which cannot be obtained
by milder methods, —are propositions which, it is presumed,
few or none will have the hardihood to deny. It is an alarm-
ing evidence of the existence of a spirit of despotism, when
rulers are eager to rush into war. It is a proof that force has
usurped the prerogative of reason, when the sword is employed
to settle misunderstandings, and the cannon to reconcile differ-
ences of opinion.

An offensive war is a war of aggression; and whatever may
have been the popular sentiment in the age of chivalry, or even
in days not far remote from the recollection of the present gen-
eration, a war of aggression is not in accordance with the spirit
of the present age. A nation which commences such a war, for
the purpose of acquiring territory, or obtaining privileges right-
fully in the possession of another nation, assumes a fearful
responsibility; and the committee are unable to perceive that
the moral character of an action undergoes any essential
change, whether it be the act of an individual or a nation; nor
do they perceive how magistrates and legislators, when they
carry on wars of aggression, can be absolved from the guilt, or
escape the moral retribution that awaits the individual perpe-
trator of a similar crime.
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A defensive war is of a different character. Far be it from
the committee to denounce as unjustifiable a war to repel inva-
sion, or to obtain or secure an unquestionable right. No moral
obligation requires a nation or an individual to submit to spoli-
ation, oppression, or violence, without resistance. Neither na-
ture nor religion, neither reason nor instinct, prohibits a resort
to force for purposes of self-defence,—to protect our country,
our homes, and our kindred, —or to secure that freedom and
independence which are the rightful property of every human
being.

Is the war, in which our country is now engaged with Mexi-
co, a war of defence , or is it a war of aggression ?

The solution of this problem may be obtained by reference to
facts. The committee would not assail, with language severe
or disrespectful, the acts or declarations of the Chief Magistrate
of the Union ; but it is a fact, too notorious to be kept out of
sight in this report, that the causes he has assigned for the com-
mencement and prosecution of hostilities on the acknowledged
territory of Mexico, have been shown to be groundless or frivo-
lous. This was elaborately demonstrated in the paper accom-
panying the resolutions adopted by our predecessors in 1847,
and to which the committee have before alluded. On the pres-
ent occasion, it is deemed necessary only to reaffirm the facts,
and adopt the conclusions, so ably and irrefutably set forth in
that document.

Passing over the alleged causes for beginning the war, it will
be observed that the President proposes to continue it, to obtain
indemnification for all the expenses incurred by our government
in its prosecution. The committee are of opinion that this
motive cannot be justified, on any principle hitherto admitted
in any acknowledged code of national ethics. They are aware
that what is called the law of nations is of a naturejso elastic
and flexible, that the Strong may always find in it an apology
for preying upon the Weak ; but it is believed that history fur-
nishes no example to illustrate the principle involved in this
claim for indemnification, from Mexico, for the blood and treas-
ure it has cost us to invade her territory, to take possession of
her sea-ports, to batter down her castles, to burn her towns, to
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butcher her people, and to convert her fruitful fields and smil-
ing villages into scenes of mourning, desolation, and wo. The
committee have found no language sufficiently expressive of
their detestation of this novel doctrine; and, had it not been pro-
mulgated more than once from the highest authority in the na-
tion, they would suppose it to have been presented in derision
of all the avowed causes of the war.

One of the purposes declared by the President for pushing on
the war with relentless vigor is “to conquer a jjeace !” The ab-
surdity of the phrase is palpable, and is paralleled by nothing
but the atrocious inhumanity of the sentiment. In the ordinary
acceptation of the words, “to conquer a peace,” would be to
carry on eternal warfare, to banish peace from the earth, and
to establish thereign of perpetual, unappeasable discord. Peace
has already been conquered in Mexico, and expelled from her
territory. Miserably poor and feeble, she has not the power to
repel aggression. Submission is all that is left her; but, sub-
mission is not peace; or, if the cessation of active resistance,
when the capacity to resist no longer remains, should be called
by that holy name, it is such a peace as exists between the par-
ties, when the lamb ceases to struggle under the paw of the
lion—when the dove has done fluttering in the grasp of the
vulture. That it is such a peace which our government propo-
ses to make with Mexico, there is some cause to apprehend if
there be not too much evidence to admit of doubt or disbelief.

Neither can the committee doubt or disbelieve that it is the
intention of the authors of the war, and of those who are in
favor ofcontinuing it, to pursue the career of conquest for the
acquisition of territory, and to acquire territory whereon to ex-
tend, establish, and perpetuate the institution of slavery. This
has been denied by some, but by others has been openly and
frankly avowed ; and the general tone of the press, throughout
that region where the institution already exists and is cherished
as one of the vital elements of social happiness and prosperity,
but too plainly indicates that the current of popular sentiment
flows in that direction. The acquisition of territory for such a pur-
pose, the committee are confident, is a project that can never find
favor with the majority of thepeople of Massachusetts. They will
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not avail themselves of this occasion to descant on the immoral
effects of slavery; its grievous injustice to those who are con-
demned to wear its fetters; its infringement of the precepts of
the Christian religion, or its cruel violation of the plainest dic-
tates of humanity. These views of slavery and its effects, they
leave to he discussed by others, on occasions more pertinent to
their consideration, and ask the attention of the legislature only
to the political consequences of the extension of slavery over an
immense region, which, at no very remote period, may be an-
nexed to the United States, so divided and arranged as to
form as many states as now compose our Union, each equal in
extent of territory, and eventually in population, to this Com-
monwealth. Should such an event take place,—and the children
may be already born who may witness its occurrence,—the free
states can no longer be called free:-—a large majority of the
senators in Congress, if not of the representatives, will be
slaveholders, able and willing to enact such laws, and to pro-
vide such executioners of their laws, as would secure and per-
petuate the enjoyment of their favorite “ peculiar institution,”
and to impose on the free states restrictions on commercial and
social intercourse—perhaps on political relations, on legislation
and jurisprudence—to which no remedy could be applied but
dissolution of the Union. In this view of the subject, without
extending their remarks to the naked question of “ no more ter-

ritory,” the committee, feeling the deep responsibility of their
position, believe it to be the solemn duty of this Legislature, —in
the name of our sainted fathers, who promulgated the self-ev-
ident truth, that all men are created equal, and endowed with
the inalienable right of life, liberty and property —in the name
of the sages who composed our own venerated bill of rights,
which affirms that all men are born free and equal, and entitled
to the enjoyment of life, liberty and property —in the awful
and sacred name of Jehovah, who has declared that he made of
one blood all the nations that dwell on the face of the earth,—
to protest against the institution of slavery on a single inch of
territory that may, hereafter, in any manner be acquired, and
annexed to these United States.

And the committee deem it the duty of the Legislature fur-
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ther lo protest against the continued prosecution of this war.
In the name of justice, which is one of the highest attributes of
the Almighty; in the name of Jesus Christ, who was emphati-
cally the messenger of peace, and who has directed us to do
unto others as we would that others should do unto us ; in the
name of the people of Massachusetts, who are unwilling that
innocent blood should defile their garments,-—we protest against
the further perpetration of a great national crime. We call
upon the Congress of the United States to interpose its author-
ity to stop the further expenditure of treasure and blood for
purposes of aggression, and to seek, by the exercise of justice,
humanity, and magnanimity, that solid peace between two
neighbor republics, which Christianity and the spirit of the age
demand, and which will be a source of truer glory than any
acquisition of treasure or territory that can result from the
present bloody and unnatural contest.

And, in conclusion, we call upon our Senators and Representa-
tives in Congress, to avail themselves of every proper occasion
to present to that body a solemn and decided declaration of op-
position to the war and the extension of slavery, and to do all
in their power to maintain the principles herein expressed.

Respectfully submitted,

By direction of the committee,
JOS. T. BUCKINGHAM,

Chairman.
Senate Chamber,
Jan. 26, 1848. \

The undersigned dissents.
JOEL KENDALL.




